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Graduate Recognition Flower Sponsorship 

Spending too much me iden fying our core values, clarifying our vision, and working diligently to develop a strategic 
process is almost always fruitless, if there is no “readiness” for change. Change, in our context, is responding to God’s 
desire for a shi  in behavior or direc on so His body can grow and develop into maturity. Readiness is the moment con-
grega ons become willing to expose themselves to learning something new. Readiness is evidenced when the congre-
ga on at large is willing to take a risk and confess that a gap exists between the way things are and what they believe to 
be God’s vision for the church. Most importantly, and most frequently overlooked, is recep vity to the movement of 
the Holy Spirit. We are open. Are we ready? 

Readiness begins with awareness. Our congrega on is a collec on of sinful people who come together to be the right-
eousness that is the body of Christ. Sin is the great equalizer – we all are included. We share our iden ty as sinners first 
and foremost. We are not “saints who some mes mess up” but rather “hur ng and broken people who share a need 
for grace.” We all need grace. We are blessed to know a gracious God through the life, death and resurrec on of Jesus. 

This may be the key to how we at St. John’s can best engage the world in which we now live. Rather than pounding 
judgment, asser ng our “rights,” and li ing up all that we want the world to see as good about who we are, perhaps 
the most effec ve congrega on we can be is one that li s up its own sense that righteousness is not something we ac-
complish – it is a gi  God gives us. It humbles us and frees and invites us to admit our imperfec on, open ourselves to 
the imperfec ons and stories of others, and be gracious and prayerful. 

In a congrega onal climate like the one described above, we will be open to reframing and expanding the telling of our 
story – even in ways that are less fla ering but more authen c to the reali es the stories tell. In that congrega onal 
climate we will encourage and model apologizing, forgiving and revitalizing our shared lives through the humble path of 
reality rather than through the proud path of half-truths. 

Be blessed! 
Pastor Bob  

We are open! 
 

 

We have open hearts filled with love for God and all people! 

We are open to the Holy Spirit moving though us and among us! 
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V  B  S  T -G ! 

5 days of fun to take home! 

Following the same plan as last summer, VBS kits 
will be available to pick up at Good Shepherd UCC 

on the following dates: 

Saturday, July 10 
10:00 am - 12:00 pm 

Wednesday, July 14 
12:00 pm - 1:00 pm 

Friday, July 16 
6:30 pm - 7:30 pm 

Sunday, July 18 
3:00 pm - 5:00 pm 

Look for more informa on soon about signing up 
for your pick up me. 

Ques ons? 
Contact Lauren at lfrey245@gmail.com 

2021 CONFIRMATION CLASS 

Front row: Abby Fretz, Ashley Gheer, Pastor Bob 
Back row: Shane Johnson, Myles Omlor, Max Goodrich, 

Aiden Guinther 



Eagle Messenger 
Article Deadlines 

Monday, June 14  for July issue 
Monday, July 12  for August issue 

Monday, August 9 for September issue 
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PRESCHOOL NEWS 
By: Vicky Henry 

In wrapping up the 2020/2021 school year, I am also wrapping up 
my wri ng of the preschool entries for this publica on. 

First, as you have all probably heard by now, Mrs. Amy Willson will 
be your preschool’s new director.  She has been a preschool teach-
er for years, with the last four being here at St. John’s.  She is defi-
nitely the perfect person to take the reins.  Amy is very approacha-
ble and is a great problem solver.  The staff respects her and is 
ready to support her in taking St. John’s to pre-Covid status.  I hope 
that you will give her your support in growing our school. 

Terry Wade will be leaving at the end of the year.  He is off to new 
adventures with his wife, Sandy!  He has assured us that he will be 
on hand to subs tute if needed. 

Numbers for next year con nue to grow.  As a result, Amy will be 
reconfiguring exis ng classes and no doubt adding more.  That’s a 
terrific thing to have to consider.  In addi on, she will be looking at 
not only adding new staff, but also increasing our room usage to 
include those on the second floor of the parish house. 

It’s going to be a busy me transi oning from this year to next 
year.  The new school year will officially begin a er our classes end 
on June 4. 

A big thanks to the congrega on for your support and praise of our 
preschool.  Please con nue to keep the staff in your prayers as they 
con nue to grow the preschool. 

WE’RE OPEN FOR 
IN-PERSON WORSHIP 

June 6 
9:30 am 

REGISTER IN ADVANCE AT 
STJOHNSBOYERTOWN.ORG 

OR CALL THE OFFICE 
610.369.1024 

CELEBRATING ALL PARENTS 
“Honor your father and mother; 

and You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 
Ma hew 19:19 

As we look forward to gathering together again in the sanctuary, 
there are special days that we would love to celebrate as a congre-
ga on. On June 20 at our 9:30 service, we will be recognizing and 
honoring all parents. We will celebrate Father’s Day, as well as 
Mother’s Day - as we could not celebrate moms on May 9 in-
person. Please join us for worship on Sunday, June 20, when we 
will celebrate all parents together, in the house of worship! 

FLOWER SPONSORSHIP 
As we look forward to gathering for worship in-person, we will be 
dressing the sanctuary with fresh flowers in the altar vases or the 
piece under the cross.  Nancy Edwards will be making phone calls 
to see if you want to con nue your sponsorship of flowers for spe-
cific dates.  However, there are many dates available that have no 
flower sponsorships. Have you ever thought about sponsoring 
flowers?  Perhaps you’d like to recognize that special person’s 
birthday, wedding anniversary, gradua on, birth or bap sm, con-
firma on, etc.  Please call Nancy Edwards (610-367-6272) to re-
serve your date for recognizing and honoring that special person 
or occasion and enhancing the beauty of our sanctuary.   

MILLER KEYSTONE 
BLOOD DRIVE 

 
T , J  8 
2:00 - 7:00 PM 
F  H  

 
Help save a life by dona ng blood! 

Appointments necessary. 
Register online at giveapint.org 
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REFLECTIONS ON MY TIME 
WITH PRESCHOOL 

By: Vicky Henry 

I have taken you through the last 35 years of my teaching career 
here at St. John’s Preschool.  I have go en you through the actual 
growth of the classes from the me I began back in 1985.  There 
are s ll a few bases to touch, as this is my final reflec ons ar cle 
for you. 

First, I wanted you to know that the person that I’ve spent the 
most me with since I began, is my dear friend Missy Endy.  We 
began as partners, teaching the four year old classes for many 
years, then moved onto crea ng the Transi onal class and teach-
ing that class un l I became the director.  She was always available 
to pitch in, no ma er what I came up with, except for one me! 

You see, we used to make center pieces for the Golden Age Christ-
mas dinners.  One year, I decided to make soap trees from Ivory 
Flakes with the kids.  My mom came in to do the mixing and the 
kids lathered the fluffy soap onto cones, and then decorated them 
with beads.  The Golden Agers loved them!!!  BUT, Missy told me 
that if we did them the following year, she was going to be absent 
that day - it was quite a produc on, and I knew when to quit! 

Since I began, the actual rooms have gone through quite the trans-
forma on, too.  When Pastor Bob arrived, he toured the rooms 
and the first thing he asked was, “When was the last me these 
rooms were painted?”  I had no recollec on.  The next thing I 
knew, Pastor Bob told me his first vision for the preschool - remod-
eling and upda ng the rooms, making them cleaner and brighter.  
That began the summer of his first year.  What an improvement! 

Today, the spacious, bright, rooms are definitely one of the things 
that parents comment on when they visit.  When we were visited 
by the State for our cer fica on, they were impressed by our 
rooms - the colorful furniture, the bright lights and the clean look-
ing walls.  In addi on, Pastor Bob (con nuing his vision for pre-
school) has provided us with rooms to expand on the second floor 
of the Parish House, and it looks as though we will need them and 
possibly more for the next school year! 

Thus, we come to pre-
sent day. In a few 
short weeks, my ten-
ure at St. John’s will 
be ending.  It will be 
bi ersweet. Will I miss 
this place - no doubt!  
Will I con nue work-
ing with kids, as God’s 
path has led me?  No 
doubt!  (And if the 
preschool needs me, I 
will gladly subs tute.)   

Thanks for all of your 
kind words and con nued support for the staff and me.  Con nue 
keeping the staff in your prayers. 

WELCOME NEWLY CONFIRMED 
We at St. John's are proud to introduce Ashley Gheer to our congre-
ga on.  Ashley par cipated in her first communion during this past 
Lenten season and was confirmed on May 23.  Her parents are John 
and Wendy Gheer.  Ashley is thirteen years old and is in the sev-
enth grade at Boyertown Middle School East this year. 

Ashley's favorite school subjects are the English Language Arts.  She 
is not as fond of science classes.  She is involved in lacrosse and in 
her free me she enjoys playing the guitar and making her own 
jewelry.  When Ashley envisions the future, she hopes to own her 
own business, crea ng original 
jewelry. 

One of the assignments in her 
confirma on classes that she 
remembers and enjoyed the 
most concerned body parts.  
"Last year, before COVID, we 
had other students trace our 
body with markers on a large 
piece of paper.  Once we fin-
ished tracing the shape of our 
bodies, we wrote certain things 
on the paper according to the 
different body parts.  For exam-
ple, where someone traced our 
feet, we would write where we 
wanted to go or our favorite 
place that we had been.  I re-
member this well because I had 
thought it was really fun."  

For Ashley, John 3:16 is her fa-
vorite Bible verse.  Taking her first communion was special to her 
because, "It meant my sins were forgiven."  She feels that taking 
communion on a regular basis will make her feel closer in her rela-

onship with God. 

In the future, Ashley would like to be involved in projects that help 
the community.  She is already helping on the audio visual team 
that assists during Sunday morning services.  

Her hope is that more teens in her age group will begin at a end St. 
John's on a regular basis.  As a congrega on, that is our hope also.  Happy Retirement, 

Vicky! 
Thank you for 

35 years! 
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In recogni on of our congrega on members that are graduates of 2021, we’ve asked each to submit 
their informa on so we could honor them here as well as on our digital sign outside the church and 
during our livestream from May 30. Congratula ons graduates! We honor your achievements and 
are proud of you! 

R  G  

Graduate of: 
Ithaca College 

BA in Documentary Studies and 
Produc on 

BA in Anthropology  
   

Future Plans: 
University of Southern California 

MVA program in 
Visual Anthropology 

S  B  

Graduate of: 
Penn State University 
BM Violin Performance, 

minor in Arts Entrepreneurship  

Future Plans: 
University of Tennessee 

Violin Performance with full-
tui on Graduate Teaching Assis-
tantship to be a member of the 

Graduate String Quartet 

C  R  

Graduate of: 
Boyertown Area Senior High 
 

Future Plans: 
Engineering or Graphic Arts 

J  E  

Graduate of: 
Ithaca College 

BS in Health Sciences 
   

Future Plans: 
Pursuing a Masters Degree in 

Physician Assistant Studies 

S  G  

Graduate of: 
American University 

Public Rela ons and Strategic 
Communica ons; 
Religious Studies 

C  C  

Graduate of: 
Alvernia University 

Bachelors degree  
   

Future Plans: 
currently a Clinical Trials 

Assistant, looking to become 
a CRA and monitor studies 

around the country  

M  A  

Graduate of: 
Cairn University 

Bachelors of Social Work  

Future Plans: 
Con nue as Housing Resource 

Manager at the Po stown Salva-
on Army - Family Homeless 

Shelter. Eventually, obtain my 
Masters of Social Work from the 

University of Pennsylvania.  

Also gradua ng: 
Madison Hartman, Ashley Heintz, Mark Stofflet, Jr., 
Alexander White and Sarah White 



JUNE 2021 
Wednesday Tuesday Monday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

1 2 3 4 5 
7:00p Small Group Bible 
Study 

9:00a Preschool Graduation 
(Mrs. Willson's Class) 
2:00p Homeless Task Force 

4:30p Come to the Table 7:00a Men's Small Group 
Bible Study 
2:30p Preschool Graduation 
(Mrs. Murphy’s Class) 

10:00a Chestnut Knoll 
Service 
7:00p Boy Scouts 
8:00p Broadcast 

Boyertown Fun Days Synod Assembly
Boyertown Fun Days

Synod Assembly
Boyertown Fun Days

12 11 10 9 8 7 6 
9:00a Leidy-Rhoads/Hartman 
Meeting 
10:00a One Boyertown 

8:00a God’s Word Blesses Us 
(Roth) 
9:30a Worship Celebration 
11:00a God’s Word Blesses 
Us (Moatz) 

2:00p Blood Drive 
7:00p Small Group Bible 
Study 

7:00p Congregation Council 7:00a Men's Small Group 
Bible Study 

10:00a Philadelphia Avenue 
Street Fair 
4:30p Come to the Table 

10:00a Chestnut Knoll 
Service 
7:00p Boy Scouts 
8:00p Broadcast 

13 19 18 17 16 15 14 
10:00a One Boyertown 
5:00p Newsletter Submission 

8:00a God’s Word Blesses Us 
(Roth) 
9:30a Worship Celebration 
11:00a God’s Word Blesses 
Us (Moatz) 

7:00p Finance Team 
7:00p Small Group Bible 
Study 

9:30a Pottstown Soup 
Kitchen 

4:30p Come to the Table 7:00a Men's Small Group 
Bible Study 

9:00a Community Leaders 
10:00a Chestnut Knoll 
Service 
6:30p Troop Committee 
7:00p Boy Scouts 
8:00p Broadcast 

26 25 24 23 22 21 20 
10:00a One Boyertown 8:00a God’s Word Blesses Us 

(Roth) 
9:30a Worship Celebration 
11:00a God’s Word Blesses 
Us (Moatz) 

7:00p Small Group Bible 
Study 

7:00p Congregation Council 4:30p Come to the Table 7:00a Men's Small Group 
Bible Study 

10:00a Chestnut Knoll 
Service 
8:00p Broadcast 

Fathers' Day

30 29 28 27 
10:00a One Boyertown 8:00a God’s Word Blesses Us 

(Roth) 
9:30a Worship Celebration 
11:00a God’s Word Blesses 
Us (Moatz) 

7:00p Small Group Bible 
Study 



JUNE BIRTHDAYS 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
  1 

Mary Dierolf 
Lori Sartin-Bruno 

2 3 
Ron Riffle 

4 
Patricia Burkepile 
Keith Miller 
Ethel Sterling 

5 
Jill Houck  

6 7 
Michele Frey 

8 
Bernice Rader 

9 
Nancy Edwards 
Susan Hill 

10 
Michele Eidle 
Melanie Whitesell 

11 
June Kuser  

12 
 

13 
Charles Alexander 

14 15 
Jennifer Benfield 
Robert Leister 
Bella Walters 

16 17 
Amy Daub 
David Miller 
Sam Ritter 

18 
Rose Oberholtzer 
Graham Varzally 

19 
Abby Cadwallader 
Anne Dean 
Rick Eidle 
Lily Ritter 
Brynn Sanders 
Colton Shirey 

20 
Hailey Kulhamer 
Richard Zerbe 

21 
Sarah Byers 

22 
Adalyn Shirey 

23 
Alex White 

24 
Daniel Huber 

25 
Alaina Derecola 
Jesse Houser 
Camryn Young 

26 
Alyssa Dierolf 
Jean Machamer 
Marjorie Schaeffer 
Sandra Schatz 
Maggie Schnable 
 

27 
Tammy Lloyd 

28 29 30 
Richard Eisenhard    

 
 

Birthday! 
Happy 
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We believe God’s purpose for the people of  
St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is to develop  

joy-filled children of God who love the Lord 
and share God’s Word. 

We do this by: 
Maintaining a trusting and welcoming environment. 
Praying daily. 
Reading scripture regularly. 
Sharing our faith through action-based service. 
Encouraging holy conversations. 
Feeding our faith with music. 

With a focus on: 

Activities that build relationships. 

Worship that is relevant. 

Meeting the needs of the vulnerable in our 
  community. 

W  O  A : 
S  9:30  

I -P  W   L   Y T  

ST. JOHN’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH | 45 North Reading Avenue | Boyertown,  PA 19512 
610-369-1024 | 610-369-1463 Fax | www.stjohnsboyertown.org 

Return Service Request - Dated Material 
Mailed May 26, 2021 

EAGLE MESSENGER 

Office Hours (open by appointment) 
Monday-Thursday 8:30 am - 3:30 pm 

Friday 8:30 am - 12:00 pm 

Pastor Bob Machamer bmachamer@stjohnsboyertown.org 
Kay Christman, Finance Team financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org 
Mason Emmert, Director of Worship and Music  memmert@stjohnsboyertown.org 
Sue Grofe, Finance Team financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org 
Vicky Henry, Preschool Director vhenry@stjohnsboyertown.org 
Bonnie Moatz, Finance Team financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org 
Michael Omlor, Treasurer treasurer@stjohnsboyertown.org 
Shannon Omlor, Communica ons Coordinator somlor@stjohnsboyertown.org 
Becky Scheiry, Parish Administrator parishadmin@stjohnsboyertown.org 
Amber Shubert, Sexton ashubert@stjohnsboyertown.org 


