
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 
 
Easter initiates a new day. It anticipates a new heaven and a new earth. The risen Christ is making 
all things new. In the mystery of holy baptism God has made new people of us. Today Jesus invites 
us to see everyone in a new light—through the lens of love. 
 

May 15, 2022 

9:30 am 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

 
 
 
 

GUESTS are always welcome to the Table! 
 

MEMBERS (two types) 
Voting & Non-voting 

 
 

KEEPING MEMBERSHIP SIMPLE 

 
1. The only way you can ever be removed from the membership roll at 

St. John’s, or any ELCA congregation: 

• You request a transfer 

• You ask to be removed 

• You depart this life 

 
2. Voting members must make a record of having: 

• Filled out a communion card and received the Lord’s Supper ONE 

time per year 

• Contributed ONE time per year, making sure your name is 

included 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS 

Assisting Minister Hannah Scheiry Prayers Michele Eidle 

Lector Tom Engle Sound Ashley Gheer 

Media Shannon Omlor Video Jason Eidle 

Ushers Becky & Barry Erb, Susan & Andy Varzally 

Musicians Lauren Frey (vocals), Sam Kulp (guitar), Oliver Mayman (piano), Michael Mester 
(drums) 

 
 

WELCOME 
You are a blessing to us, and we’re glad you’re here today! 

NEW HERE? 

Please do not feel obligated to contribute an offering - you are our guest! Rather, please ask an usher for 
a Let’s Get Acquainted card and drop it in the offering plate. 

Restrooms are located on the same level as the sanctuary. Exit the back of the sanctuary, turn left into 
Parish House, turn left again at ramp and continue midway down hallway. Restrooms are on the right. 

WHERE DO MY KIDS GO? 
Children are always welcome to worship. Children’s Sunday Church School is offered for children ages 3 
through 6th grade. Families are encouraged to begin worship together at 9:30 in the Sanctuary. Children 
are dismissed from worship and escorted to their classroom, located on the second floor of the Parish 
House. Children are released to parents at worship conclusion, approximately 10:30 am. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
The importance of prayer is affirmed throughout the Bible. As a church we are committed to pray - your 
needs are important to us. Prayer request cards can be obtained from an usher and may be filled out and 
dropped in the offering plate. 

GATHERING TIMES 

Sunday | 9:30 am | Sanctuary 
Worship Celebration with Holy Communion 
Livestream on YouTube (St John’s ELC Boyertown) 

Thursday | 8:00 pm 
Service Broadcast on Comcast Channel 28 

GET CONNECTED 

Connect with God, each other and our 
community! Follow us on Facebook, 
YouTube and Instagram! 

  

FLOWERS 

Given in loving remembrance of Marjorie S. Eschelman by her husband, Robert L. Eschelman. 



 

 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 

PRELUDE 

WELCOME 

The congregation may stand. 

GATHERING HYMN Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds ELW 367 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all.  And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. 
O Lord God, you teach us that without love, our actions gain nothing. Pour into our hearts your 
most excellent gift of love, that, made alive by your Spirit, we may know goodness and peace, 
through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Change My Heart, O God 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children are dismissed to Sunday School classes. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The congregation may be seated. 

FIRST READING Acts 11:1-18 

In defense of his earlier baptism of non-Jewish believers, Peter demonstrates to the members of the Jerusalem church 
that God’s intention to love Gentiles as well as Jews is revealed in Jesus’ testimony. In this way the mission to the 

Gentiles is officially authorized. 

1Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles had also accepted 
the word of God. 2So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized 
him, 3saying, “Why did you go to uncircumcised men and eat with them?” 4Then Peter began to 
explain it to them, step by step, saying, 5“I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw 
a vision. There was something like a large sheet coming down from heaven, being lowered by its 
four corners; and it came close to me. 6As I looked at it closely I saw four-footed animals, beasts 
of prey, reptiles, and birds of the air. 7I also heard a voice saying to me, ‘Get up, Peter; kill and 
eat.’ 8But I replied, ‘By no means, Lord; for nothing profane or unclean has ever entered my 
mouth.’ 9But a second time the voice answered from heaven, ‘What God has made clean, you 
must not call profane.’ 10This happened three times; then everything was pulled up again to 
heaven. 11At that very moment three men, sent to me from Caesarea, arrived at the house where 
we were. 12The Spirit told me to go with them and not to make a distinction between them and 
us. These six brothers also accompanied me, and we entered the man’s house. 13He told us how 
he had seen the angel standing in his house and saying, ‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon, who is 
called Peter; 14he will give you a message by which you and your entire household will be 
saved.’ 15And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had upon us at the 
beginning. 16And I remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said, ‘John baptized with water, 
but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 17If then God gave them the same gift that he gave 
us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could hinder God?” 18When they 
heard this, they were silenced. And they praised God, saying, “Then God has given even to the 
Gentiles the repentance that leads to life.” 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

The congregation may stand. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Alleluia, alleluia, 
Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia! 

 



 

 

GOSPEL READING 

After washing the disciples’ feet, predicting his betrayal, and then revealing his betrayer, Jesus speaks of his 
glorification on the cross. This deep complicated love of Jesus, even to death on the cross, will be the distinctive mark 

of Jesus’ community. 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John.  Glory to you O Lord. John 13:31-35 

31When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been 
glorified in him. 32If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will 
glorify him at once. 33Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as 
I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ 34I give you a new 
commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one 
another. 35By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 

The gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

The congregation may be seated. 

SERMON  Pastor Bob Machamer 

The congregation may stand. 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 



 

 

The congregation may kneel. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrection for the church, people 
in need, and all of creation. 

Loving God, lead us to follow your Spirit, rather than our own prejudices or desires, as the church 
cares for one another. Open us to perceive your gifts in those we least expect. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Inspire us to praise you through the beauty and majesty of the natural world around us. Urge us 
toward more deliberate care of the world you have made. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Humble the rulers of nations before your splendor. Direct them to the people who need their 
attention most, and turn them from the temptation to hoard wealth or power. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Hasten to dwell among those who are in pain or distress. As Christ enters our deepest suffering, 
remain with those experiencing despair and great need. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Place holy love at the center of all our relationships and communities. By your love heal us, convict 
us, and renew us. Bring an end to racism in our churches and communities. Let everyone know 
your goodness by the love we show one another. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Please verbally add your personal prayer requests. 

Give us a place in the diverse company of your beloved saints. Teach us the value of each person’s 
identity, and bless us with a shared identity as your children, kindred of Christ. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your life-giving Spirit; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 

The congregation may stand. 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Living God, you gather the wolf and the lamb to feed together in your peaceable reign, and you 
welcome us all at your table. Reach out to us through this meal, and show us your wounded and 
risen body, that we may be nourished and believe in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 



 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
On the night of his betrayal 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who sin against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The risen Christ dwells with us here. All who are hungry, all who are thirsty, come. 

The congregation may be seated. 

HOLY COMMUNION 

COMMUNION MUSIC  The Table Chris Tomlin 
I will feast at the table of the Lord. 
I will feast at the table of the Lord. 

I won’t hunger anymore at His table. 

Come all you weary, come and find 
His yoke is easy, His burden light. 

He is able; He will restore at the table of the Lord. 

The congregation may stand. 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
We give you thanks, generous God, for in this bread and cup we have tasted the new heaven and 
earth where hunger and thirst are no more. Send us from this table as witnesses to the 
resurrection, that through our lives, all may know life in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 



 

 

BENEDICTION 
God, the Author of life, Christ, the living Cornerstone, and the life-giving Spirit of adoption, bless 
you now and forever. Amen. 

SENDING HYMN Immortal Invisible Ed Cash, Laura Story 

Immortal, You are not like a man 
That You change Your mind 

Or change Your plan 
Invisible, our human eyes can't see 

The depths of Your majesty 

You're the God of forever and ever amen 
The Alpha Omega Beginning and End 

We sing hallelujah 
We worship in awe 

Immortal, invisible God 

Immortal, You are not bound by death 
You're the living God, my very breath 
Invisible, You are not bound by space 

But Your glory is filling this place 
Yes Your glory is filling this place 

You're the God of forever and ever amen 
The Alpha Omega Beginning and End 

We sing hallelujah 
We worship in awe 

Immortal, invisible God 

Immortal, yet You once died for me 
To pay my debt to set me free 

Invisible, You will not always be 
'Cause You're coming to reign as our King 
And the saints will fall down at Your feet 

You're the God of forever and ever amen 
The Alpha Omega Beginning and End 

We sing hallelujah 



 

 

We worship in awe 
Immortal, invisible God 

We sing hallelujah 
We worship in awe 

Immortal, invisible God 
Immortal, invisible God 

CCLI Song # 5114962 
© 2008 Laura Stories (Admin. by Brentwood-Benson Music Publishing, Inc.) 

New Spring (Admin. by Brentwood-Benson Music Publishing, Inc.) 
Wondrously Made Songs (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) 

DISMISSAL 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Go in peace. Tell what God has done. 
Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23029. 
Hymns and service music reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709485. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S 
 

SUNDAY, MAY 15 – 5th Sunday of Easter 

9:30 AM Worship Celebration Sanctuary 

9:30 AM Sunday Church School Parish House, 2nd Floor 

10:30 AM Oley Cluster Community Worship Friedens Lutheran, Oley 

MONDAY, MAY 16 

6:30 PM Girl Scouts Fellowship Hall 

6:30 PM Worship Team Choir Room 

TUESDAY, MAY 17 

   

WEDNESDAY, MAY 18 

9:30 AM Pottstown Soup Kitchen Pottstown Salvation Army 

7:00 PM Congregation Council Conference Room 

THURSDAY, MAY 19 

9:00 AM Community Leaders Meeting Virtual  

10:00 AM Chestnut Knoll Service Chestnut Knoll  

8:00 PM Worship Broadcast Comcast Channel 28  

FRIDAY, MAY 20 

7:00 AM Men’s Small Group Bible Study Telephone Conference 

8:30 AM One Boyertown Conference Room 

SATURDAY, MAY 21  

4:30 PM Come to the Table Fellowship Hall/Parking Lot 

SUNDAY, MAY 22 – 6th Sunday of Easter 

9:30 AM Worship Celebration Sanctuary 

10:30 AM Affirmation of Baptism Rehearsal Sanctuary 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
  



 

 

 

PURPOSE STATEMENT 
 

We believe God’s purpose for the people of St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is to 
develop joy-filled children of God who love the Lord and share God’s Word. 

We do this by: 

▪ Maintaining a trusting and welcoming environment. 
▪ Praying daily. 
▪ Reading scripture regularly. 
▪ Sharing our faith through action-based service. 
▪ Encouraging holy conversations. 
▪ Feeding our faith with music. 

With a focus on: 

▪ Activities that build relationships. 
▪ Worship that is relevant. 
▪ Meeting the needs of the vulnerable in our community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Bob Machamer 
Pastor Bob Machamer 

bmachamer@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Kay Christman, Finance Team financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Amanda Ehst, Worship Coordinator aehst@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Sue Grofe, Finance Team financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Bonnie Moatz, Finance Team financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Shannon Omlor, Communications Coordinator somlor@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Linda Rohrbach, Treasurer treasurer@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Becky Scheiry, Parish Administrator parishadmin@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Amy Willson, Preschool Director awillson@stjohnsboyertown.org 

45 N. Reading Avenue | Boyertown, PA 19512 
610.369.1024 | fax 610.369.1463 

stjohnsboyertown.org 
Office Hours | Monday-Thursday 8:30am - 3:30pm | Friday 8:30am - 12:00pm 


