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Spiritual Gifts
Wisdom 

Understanding 

Counsel 

Fortitude 

Knowledge 

Piety 

Fear of the Lord







Gustav Klimt's 
celebrated 

portrait of her 
aunt, 

Adele Bloch-Bauer



Altarpiece by Luther Cranach in the City Church of Wittenberg



Forming Your Team

Look for people:

With open minds and hearts.
On the margins.

At the core.
Who exhibit the fruits of the Spirit.
Who you’d like to spend time with 

(because you will!)



Do what matters

What congregations today really need is...to 
be brave enough to ask the right questions, 
to listen for what God is saying, and to step 
into this emerging future confident in God’s 
promise and power.

“The kingdom of God is within you.”
Luke 17:20



This is and has been a joint operation 
from the very beginning.

In the day that the Lord God made the earth and the 
heavens, when no plant of  the field was yet in the earth and 
no herb of  the field had yet sprung up—for the Lord God 
had not caused it to rain upon the earth and there was no one 
to till the ground…then the Lord God formed man from the 
dust of  the ground…” – Gen. 2:4-7



So, what’s up?
Why are we missing it so often?



Rethinking Church & World
•The world is not a “threat!” 

•It is not the “object” of  God’s mission or our work.

•It is the locus of  God’s activity.

• Jesus has left the building! Expect to meet him “out 
there.”

•We are co-creators with God and with the world.

•What sets us apart is: We know it!



See What 
You Have

•The most exciting things don’t 
happen because you fill in the 
blank.

•They happen when you have 
eyes to see what is emerging 
because God is already at work 
– and you’re willing to just 
jump in and be a part of  it.



See 
What 
You 

Have



Lens #1 – Your Purpose
•Seeing what you have begins here, with 
discerning God’s purpose for you.

•Your purpose is discovered – it is connected to 
God’s “bucket list” for you and your context.

• It answers the question: Why are we here?!

•How clear is your purpose? 



Lens #2 – Your Context
•Your neighbor isn’t an object and your context 
isn’t a threat – God is already at work “out 
there!” 

•You can see what God is up to by paying 
attention to your neighbors assets, wows, and 
needs.

•So what is God up to out there? 



Lens #3 – You
•God is at work in and through you, too.

•No need to fill-in-the-blank! No more Great 
Excuses.

•Pay attention to your own assets, wows, and 
needs.

•“God-sightings” can help train your eyes to see 
this! 



The Great 
Surprise!


