
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 
The grumbling of the religious leaders in today’s gospel is actually our holy hope: This Jesus 
welcomes sinners and eats with them. That our God seeks and saves the lost is not only a holy 
hope, it is our only hope. As the writer of 1 Timothy reminds us, “The saying is sure and worthy of 
full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.” Thanks be to God. 

 

September 11, 2022 

9:30 am 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GUESTS are always welcome to the Table! 
 

MEMBERS (two types) 
Voting & Non-voting 

 
 

KEEPING MEMBERSHIP SIMPLE 

 
1. The only way you can ever be removed from the membership roll at 

St. John’s, or any ELCA congregation: 

• You request a transfer 

• You ask to be removed 

• You depart this life 

 
2. Voting members must make a record of having: 

• Filled out a communion card and received the Lord’s Supper ONE 

time per year 

• Contributed ONE time per year, making sure your name is 

included 

  



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS 

Acolyte  Media Sarah Eidle 

Lector Jay Herbert Sound Myles Omlor 

Prayers Molly Byrne Video Shannon Omlor 

Musicians Oliver Mayman (piano), Brianna Parry (vocals) 

Ushers Bev & Joe Blake, Charles Haddad, Ed Schaeffer 

 

WELCOME 
You are a blessing to us, and we’re glad you’re here today! 

NEW HERE? 

Please do not feel obligated to contribute an offering - you are our guest! Rather, please ask an usher for 
a Let’s Get Acquainted card and drop it in the offering plate. 

Restrooms are located on the same level as the sanctuary. Exit the back of the sanctuary, turn left into 
Parish House, turn left again at ramp and continue midway down hallway. Restrooms are on the right. 

Gluten-free communion wafers are available from an usher. 

WHERE DO MY KIDS GO? 
Children are always welcome to worship. Children’s Sunday Church School is offered for children ages 3 
through 6th grade. Families are encouraged to begin worship together at 9:30 in the Sanctuary. Children 
are dismissed from worship and escorted to their classroom, located on the second floor of the Parish 
House. Children are released to parents at worship conclusion, approximately 10:30 am. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
The importance of prayer is affirmed throughout the Bible. As a church we are committed to pray - your 
needs are important to us. Prayer request cards can be obtained from an usher and may be filled out and 
dropped in the offering plate. 

GATHERING TIMES 

Sunday | 9:30 am | Sanctuary 
Worship Celebration with Holy Communion 
Livestream on YouTube (St John’s ELC Boyertown) 

Thursday | 8:00 pm 
Service Broadcast on Comcast Channel 28 

GET CONNECTED 

Connect with God, each other and our 
community! Follow us on Facebook, 
YouTube and Instagram! 

  



 

 

Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

PRELUDE 

WELCOME 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

The congregation may stand. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who is eager to forgive and who loves us beyond our days. 
Amen. 

Dear friends, together let us acknowledge our failure to love this world as Jesus does. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

The congregation may kneel. 

God of mercy and forgiveness, we confess that sin still has a hold on us. We have harmed your 
good creation. We have failed to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with you. Turn us 
in a new direction. Show us the path that leads to life. Be our refuge and strength on the 
journey, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend. Amen. 

Beloved of God: your sins are forgiven and you are made whole. God points the way to new life 
in Christ, who meets us on the road. Journey now in God’s abiding love through the power of the 
Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The congregation may stand. 

GATHERING HYMN Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise ELW 834 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all.  And also with you. 

 



 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. 
O God, overflowing with mercy and compassion, you lead back to yourself all those who go 
astray. Preserve your people in your loving care, that we may reject whatever is contrary to you 
and may follow all things that sustain our life in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen. 

The congregation may be seated. 

Change My Heart, O God 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children are dismissed to Sunday School classes. 

FIRST READING  Exodus 32:7-14 

While Moses is on Mount Sinai, the people grow restless and make a golden calf to worship. Today’s reading shows 
Moses as the mediator between an angry God and a sinful people. Moses reminds God that the Israelites are God’s 

own people, and boldly asks for mercy for them. 

7The LORD said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought up out of the land 
of Egypt, have acted perversely; 8they have been quick to turn aside from the way that I 
commanded them; they have cast for themselves an image of a calf, and have worshiped it and 



 

 

sacrificed to it, and said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of 
Egypt!’ ” 9The LORD said to Moses, “I have seen this people, how stiff-necked they are. 10Now let 
me alone, so that my wrath may burn hot against them and I may consume them; and of you I will 
make a great nation.” 11But Moses implored the LORD his God, and said, “O LORD, why does your 
wrath burn hot against your people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt with great power 
and with a mighty hand? 12Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent that he brought 
them out to kill them in the mountains, and to consume them from the face of the earth’? Turn 
from your fierce wrath; change your mind and do not bring disaster on your people. 13Remember 
Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, how you swore to them by your own self, saying to 
them, ‘I will multiply your descendants like the stars of heaven, and all this land that I have 
promised I will give to your descendants, and they shall inherit it forever.’ ” 14And 
the LORD changed his mind about the disaster that he planned to bring on his people. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

SECOND READING 1 Timothy 1:12-17 

The letters to Timothy and Titus are called the pastoral epistles because they contain advice especially intended for 
leaders in the church. Here the mercy shown to Paul, who once persecuted the church, is cited as evidence that even 

the most unworthy may become witnesses to the grace of God. 

12I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because he judged me faithful 
and appointed me to his service, 13even though I was formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and a 
man of violence. But I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in unbelief, 14and the grace 
of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 15The saying is sure 
and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of whom I 
am the foremost. 16But for that very reason I received mercy, so that in me, as the foremost, Jesus 
Christ might display the utmost patience, making me an example to those who would come to 
believe in him for eternal life. 17To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor 
and glory forever and ever. Amen. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

The congregation may stand. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Alleluia, alleluia, 
Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia! 

 



 

 

GOSPEL READING 

Jesus tells two stories that suggest a curious connection between the lost being found and sinners repenting. God 
takes the initiative to find sinners, each of whom is so precious to God that their recovery brings joy in heaven. 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke.  Glory to you O Lord.  Luke 15:1-10 

1Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to [Jesus.] 2And the Pharisees 
and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 
3So he told them this parable: 4“Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing one of 
them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one that is lost until he 
finds it? 5When he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. 6And when he comes 
home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have 
found my sheep that was lost.’ 7Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner 
who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance. 8“Or what woman 
having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light a lamp, sweep the house, and 
search carefully until she finds it? 9When she has found it, she calls together her friends and 
neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had lost.’ 10Just so, I tell you, 
there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.” 
The gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

The congregation may be seated. 

SERMON  Pastor Bob Machamer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound ELW 779 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 



 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
           and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us gather our prayers 
for the church, those in need, and all of God’s good creation. 

Your people receive mercy and your grace overflows in our lives. Fill your church with faith and 
love, and give understanding hearts to those who work to strengthen our ecumenical and 
interreligious commitments. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

Your creation groans as it suffers the impacts of pollution and lack of care. As the seasons change, 
renew in us the will to protect plants, animals, and habitats. Bless us with bountiful harvests that 
all may share. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

Your world is shattered and the nations rage. Remember us in your mercy. Teach wisdom to our 
elected leaders so that we know peace in our world, peace in our homes, and peace in our hearts. 
God of grace, hear our prayer. 

Your children wander homeless and the hungry cry for bread. Seek out those who are lost or 
lonely, anxious or depressed, or struggling with addiction or illness. Provide for those in any need. 
God of grace, hear our prayer. 

Your work is done in this congregation with our hands, feet, voices, minds, and hearts. Build up 
the ministries of this community, that we serve our neighbors and welcome the stranger in your 
name. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

Please verbally add your personal prayer requests. 

Your blessed saints who have died now rest in your presence. Give us thankful hearts for those 
who have been examples of faith in our lives, and receive us with joy when we come to share 
eternal life with you. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious God, we offer these and 
all our prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

 

 



 

 

The congregation may stand. 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Gracious God, in your great love you richly provide for our needs. Make of these gifts a banquet 
of blessing, and make us ready to share with all in need; through Jesus Christ, who sets a table for 
all. Amen. 

COMMUNION MUSIC  The Table Chris Tomlin 
I will feast at the table of the Lord. 
I will feast at the table of the Lord. 

I won’t hunger anymore at His table. 

Come all you weary, come and find 
His yoke is easy, His burden light. 

He is able; He will restore at the table of the Lord. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

On the night of his betrayal 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who sin against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Christ invites you to this table. 
Come, taste and see. 

 



 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

God of the abundant table, you have refreshed our hearts in this meal with bread for the journey. 
Give us your grace on the road that we might serve our neighbors with joy; for the sake of Jesus 
Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 

BENEDICTION 

God, who gives life to all things and frees us from despair, bless you with truth and peace. And 
may the holy Trinity, one God, guide you always in faith, hope, and love. Amen. 

SENDING HYMN Lord, Speak to Us, That We May Speak ELW 676 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace, with Christ beside you. 
Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE 
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THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S 
 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 11 – 14th Sunday after Pentecost 

9:30 AM Worship Celebration Sanctuary 

9:30 AM Sunday Church School Parish House, 2nd Floor 

1:00 PM Potato Project Off Site 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 12 

5:00 PM Newsletter Submission  

6:30 PM Girl Scouts Fellowship Hall 

7:00 PM Joint Parking Lot Committee Good Shepherd UCC 

7:30 PM Optimist Club of Boyertown Lower Level 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 13 

6:30 PM Finance Team Conference Room 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 14 

   

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 15 

9:00 AM Community Leaders Fellowship Hall  

10:00 AM Chestnut Knoll Service Chestnut Knoll  

8:00 PM Worship Broadcast Comcast Ch 28  

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 16 

7:00 AM Men’s Small Group Bible Study Telephone Conference 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 17  

4:30 PM Come to the Table Fellowship Hall/Parking Lot 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 18 – 15th Sunday after Pentecost 

9:30 AM Worship Celebration Sanctuary 

9:30 AM Sunday Church School Parish House, 2nd Floor 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

PURPOSE STATEMENT 
 

We believe God’s purpose for the people of St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is to 
develop joy-filled children of God who love the Lord and share God’s Word. 

We do this by: 

▪ Maintaining a trusting and welcoming environment. 
▪ Praying daily. 
▪ Reading scripture regularly. 
▪ Sharing our faith through action-based service. 
▪ Encouraging holy conversations. 
▪ Feeding our faith with music. 

With a focus on: 

▪ Activities that build relationships. 
▪ Worship that is relevant. 
▪ Meeting the needs of the vulnerable in our community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Bob Machamer 
Pastor Bob Machamer 

bmachamer@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Kay Christman, Finance Team financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Amanda Ehst, Worship Coordinator aehst@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Sue Grofe, Finance Team financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Bonnie Moatz, Finance Team financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Shannon Omlor, Communications Coordinator somlor@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Linda Rohrbach, Treasurer treasurer@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Becky Scheiry, Parish Administrator parishadmin@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Amy Willson, Preschool Director awillson@stjohnsboyertown.org 

45 N. Reading Avenue | Boyertown, PA 19512 
610.369.1024 | fax 610.369.1463 

stjohnsboyertown.org 
Office Hours | Monday-Thursday 8:30am - 3:30pm | Friday 8:30am - 12:00pm 


