
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 
Consideration of and care for those in need (especially those “at our gate,” visible to us, of whom 
we are aware) is an essential component of good stewardship. It is in the sharing of wealth that 
we avoid the snare of wealth. It is the one whom death could not hold—who comes to us risen 
from the dead—who can free us from the death grip of greed. 

 

September 25, 2022 

9:30 am 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GUESTS are always welcome to the Table! 
 

MEMBERS (two types) 
Voting & Non-voting 

 
 

KEEPING MEMBERSHIP SIMPLE 

 
1. The only way you can ever be removed from the membership roll at 

St. John’s, or any ELCA congregation: 

• You request a transfer 

• You ask to be removed 

• You depart this life 

 
2. Voting members must make a record of having: 

• Filled out a communion card and received the Lord’s Supper ONE 

time per year 

• Contributed ONE time per year, making sure your name is 

included 

  



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS 

Assisting Minister Amanda Ehst Media Shannon Omlor 

Lector Dave Babb Sound Brianna Rohrbach 

Prayers Sarah Eidle Video Scott Scheiry 

Musicians Oliver Mayman (piano), Emily Wambold (vocals) 

Ushers Mary Kay & Donnie Heimbach, Lauren Frey, Bill Rohrbach 

 
 

WELCOME 
You are a blessing to us, and we’re glad you’re here today! 

NEW HERE? 

Please do not feel obligated to contribute an offering - you are our guest! Rather, please ask an usher for 
a Let’s Get Acquainted card and drop it in the offering plate. 

Restrooms are located on the same level as the sanctuary. Exit the back of the sanctuary, turn left into 
Parish House, turn left again at ramp and continue midway down hallway. Restrooms are on the right. 

Gluten-free communion wafers are available from an usher. 

WHERE DO MY KIDS GO? 
Children are always welcome to worship. Children’s Sunday Church School is offered for children ages 3 
through 6th grade. Families are encouraged to begin worship together at 9:30 in the Sanctuary. Children 
are dismissed from worship and escorted to their classroom, located on the second floor of the Parish 
House. Children are released to parents at worship conclusion, approximately 10:30 am. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
The importance of prayer is affirmed throughout the Bible. As a church we are committed to pray - your 
needs are important to us. Prayer request cards can be obtained from an usher and may be filled out and 
dropped in the offering plate. 

GATHERING TIMES 

Sunday | 9:30 am | Sanctuary 
Worship Celebration with Holy Communion 
Livestream on YouTube (St John’s ELC Boyertown) 

Thursday | 8:00 pm 
Service Broadcast on Comcast Channel 28 

GET CONNECTED 

Connect with God, each other and our 
community! Follow us on Facebook, 
YouTube and Instagram! 

  

FLOWERS 

Given in loving memory by Donnie and Mary Kay Heimbach and family for Donnie's father Walter T. 
Heimbach, Sr. and Mary Kay's mother Catherine (Rhoads) Ehst whose birthdays are celebrated in 
September. 

 

 



 

 

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

PRELUDE 

WELCOME 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

The congregation may stand. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who is eager to forgive and who loves us beyond our days. 
Amen. 

Dear friends, together let us acknowledge our failure to love this world as Jesus does. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

The congregation may kneel. 

God of mercy and forgiveness, we confess that sin still has a hold on us. We have harmed your 
good creation. We have failed to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with you. Turn us 
in a new direction. Show us the path that leads to life. Be our refuge and strength on the 
journey, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend. Amen. 

Beloved of God: your sins are forgiven and you are made whole. God points the way to new life 
in Christ, who meets us on the road. Journey now in God’s abiding love through the power of the 
Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The congregation may stand. 

GATHERING HYMN Gather Us In ELW 532 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all.  And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. 
O God, rich in mercy, you look with compassion on this troubled world. Feed us with your grace, 
and grant us the treasure that comes only from you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen. 

Change My Heart, O God 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children are dismissed to Sunday School classes. 

The congregation may be seated. 

FIRST READING  Amos 6:1a, 4-7 

The prophet Amos announces that Israel’s great wealth is a cause not for rejoicing but rather sorrow, because God’s 
people have forgotten how to share their wealth with the poor. The wealthy will be the first to go into exile when 

judgment comes. 

1aAlas for those who are at ease in Zion, and for those who feel secure on Mount Samaria, 4Alas 
for those who lie on beds of ivory, and lounge on their couches, and eat lambs from the flock, and 
calves from the stall; 5who sing idle songs to the sound of the harp, and like David improvise on 



 

 

instruments of music; 6who drink wine from bowls, and anoint themselves with the finest oils, but 
are not grieved over the ruin of Joseph! 7Therefore they shall now be the first to go into exile, and 
the revelry of the loungers shall pass away. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

SECOND READING  1 Timothy 6:6-19 

Timothy is reminded of the confession he made at his baptism and of its implications for daily life. His priorities will be 
different from those of people who merely want to be rich. 

6Of course, there is great gain in godliness combined with contentment; 7for we brought nothing 
into the world, so that we can take nothing out of it; 8but if we have food and clothing, we will be 
content with these. 9But those who want to be rich fall into temptation and are trapped by many 
senseless and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. 10For the love of 
money is a root of all kinds of evil, and in their eagerness to be rich some have wandered away 
from the faith and pierced themselves with many pains. 11But as for you, man of God, shun all 
this; pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance, gentleness. 12Fight the good fight of 
the faith; take hold of the eternal life, to which you were called and for which you made the good 
confession in the presence of many witnesses. 13In the presence of God, who gives life to all things, 
and of Christ Jesus, who in his testimony before Pontius Pilate made the good confession, I charge 
you 14to keep the commandment without spot or blame until the manifestation of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, 15which he will bring about at the right time—he who is the blessed and only Sovereign, 
the King of kings and Lord of lords. 16It is he alone who has immortality and dwells in 
unapproachable light, whom no one has ever seen or can see; to him be honor and eternal 
dominion. Amen. 17As for those who in the present age are rich, command them not to be 
haughty, or to set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but rather on God who richly provides 
us with everything for our enjoyment. 18They are to do good, to be rich in good works, generous, 
and ready to share, 19thus storing up for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the 
future, so that they may take hold of the life that really is life. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

The congregation may stand. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Alleluia, alleluia, 
Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia! 

 



 

 

GOSPEL READING 

Jesus tells a parable in which the poor one is “lifted up” and the rich one is “sent away empty.” Jesus makes it clear 
that this ethic of merciful reversal is not new but is as old as Moses and the prophets. 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke.  Glory to you O Lord.  Luke 16:19-31 

[Jesus said:] 19“There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and who feasted 
sumptuously every day. 20And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus, covered with 
sores, 21who longed to satisfy his hunger with what fell from the rich man’s table; even the dogs 
would come and lick his sores. 22The poor man died and was carried away by the angels to be with 
Abraham. The rich man also died and was buried. 23In Hades, where he was being tormented, he 
looked up and saw Abraham far away with Lazarus by his side. 24He called out, ‘Father Abraham, 
have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for 
I am in agony in these flames.’ 25But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that during your lifetime you 
received your good things, and Lazarus in like manner evil things; but now he is comforted here, 
and you are in agony. 26Besides all this, between you and us a great chasm has been fixed, so that 
those who might want to pass from here to you cannot do so, and no one can cross from there to 
us.’ 27He said, ‘Then, father, I beg you to send him to my father’s house—28for I have five 
brothers—that he may warn them, so that they will not also come into this place of 
torment.’ 29Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the prophets; they should listen to 
them.’ 30He said, ‘No, father Abraham; but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will 
repent.’ 31He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the prophets, neither will they be 
convinced even if someone rises from the dead.’ ” 

The gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

The congregation may be seated. 

 

SERMON  Pastor Bob Machamer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY Praise and Thanksgiving Be to God ELW 458 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM 

Luka Trout McAuley 
Bently Richard-James Rick 

God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through the sacrament 
of baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us from sin and death and raises us to new life 
in Jesus Christ. We are united with all the baptized in the one body of Christ, anointed with the 
gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in God's mission for the life of the world. 



 

 

Parents respond: 
I/We present Luka for baptism. 

I/We present Bently for baptism. 

Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to make public 
affirmation of your baptism and to have your child baptized into Christ? 

Parents respond: 
We do. 

As you bring your child to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with responsibilities: 
to live with him among God's faithful people, 
bring him to the word of God and the holy supper, 
teach him the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments, 
place in his hands the holy scriptures, 
and nurture him in faith and prayer, so that he may learn to trust God, 
proclaim Christ through word and deed, 
care for others and the world God made, 
and work for justice and peace. 

Do you promise to help your child grow in the Christian faith and life? 
We do. 

Sponsors, do you promise to nurture these children in the Christian faith as you are empowered 
by God's Spirit, and to help them live in the covenant of baptism and in communion with the 
church? 
We do. 

People of God, do you promise to support Luka and Bently and pray for them in their new life in 
Christ? 
We do. 

THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and by your 
Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. Through the waters of 
the flood you delivered Noah and his family, and through the sea you led your people Israel from 
slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 



 

 

By the baptism of Jesus' death and resurrection you set us free from the power of sin and death 
and raise us up to live in you. 

Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who are washed in the waters 
of baptism may be given new life. To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.  Amen. 

BAPTISM 

Luka, I baptize you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

Bently, I baptize you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

Blessed be God, the source of all life, the word of salvation, the spirit of mercy. 

Let us pray. 

We give thanks, O God that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your children new birth, 
cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life. 

Sustain Luka and Bently with the gift of your Holy Spirit; the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy 
in your presence, both now and forever.  Amen. 

Luka Trout McAuley, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the 
cross of Christ forever.  Amen. 

Bently Richard-James Rick, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked 
with the cross of Christ forever.  Amen. 

WELCOME 

Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and glorify your Father 
in heaven. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS 

These persons have been instructed in the Christian faith and desire to make public affirmation 
of their Baptism. 

Adam and Chelsea Hersperger, Delany and Grant 
Jacob and Paige McAuley 

Brenda McAuley 

Dear friends, we rejoice that you now desire to make public profession of your faith and assume 
greater responsibility in the life of our Christian community and its mission in the world. 

Siblings in Christ: In Holy Baptism our Lord Jesus Christ received you and made you members of 
his Church. In the community of God’s people, you have learned from his Word God’s loving 
purpose for you and all creation. You have been called to be witnesses to the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. 

Now, therefore, I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of 
the Church, the faith in which we baptize. 

The congregation may stand. 

Do you renounce all the forces of evil, the devil, and all his empty promises? 
I do. 

Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
 
 



 

 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. 

You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the covenant God 
made with you in Holy Baptism: 
              to live among God’s faithful people, 
              to hear his Word and share in his supper, 
              to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, 
              to serve all people, following the example of our Lord Jesus, 
              and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth? 

Those making affirmation answer in turn. 

I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 

Let us pray. 

Gracious Lord, through water and the Spirit you have made these people your own. You forgave 
them all their sins and brought them to newness of life. Continue to strengthen them with the 
Holy Spirit, and daily increase in them your gifts of grace: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy 
in your presence; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. Amen. 

Let us welcome our new members and newly baptized. 

We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share:  join us in giving thanks 
and praise to God and bearing God's creative and redeeming word to all the world. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us gather our prayers 
for the church, those in need, and all of God’s good creation. 

O God, rich in mercy, fill your church with righteousness, faith, love, endurance, and gentleness. 
Empower the baptized by your Spirit to be rich in good works and ready to share. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 



 

 

Protect the earth and its creatures. Provide water, food, shelter, and favorable habitats, especially 
for endangered species. Preserve threatened ice caps, glaciers, parks, and beaches. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 

Increase justice in nations, local governments, and courtrooms. Guide lawyers and those who hold 
public office to act with compassion and discernment. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

Give food to the hungry. Set the captives free. Lift up those who are bowed down. Watch over 
the stranger. Tend to those who are ill. Stir us to act in the best interest of our neighbors. God of 
grace, hear our prayer. 

Enliven our praise. Inspire musicians, artists, poets, and all who create beauty in this place. God 
of grace, hear our prayer. 

Please verbally add your personal prayer requests. 

Enfold the saints who have died in the arms of your loving care. Grant that the holy angels 
accompany us and bring us to eternal life with them in the light of your presence. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 

Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious God, we offer these and 
all our prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

The congregation may stand. 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Gracious God, in your great love you richly provide for our needs. Make of these gifts a banquet 
of blessing, and make us ready to share with all in need; through Jesus Christ, who sets a table for 
all. Amen. 

COMMUNION MUSIC  The Table Chris Tomlin 
I will feast at the table of the Lord. 
I will feast at the table of the Lord. 

I won’t hunger anymore at His table. 

Come all you weary, come and find 
His yoke is easy, His burden light. 

He is able; He will restore at the table of the Lord. 

 

 

 



 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

On the night of his betrayal 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who sin against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Christ invites you to this table. 
Come, taste and see. 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
God of the abundant table, you have refreshed our hearts in this meal with bread for the journey. 
Give us your grace on the road that we might serve our neighbors with joy; for the sake of Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

BENEDICTION 
God, who gives life to all things and frees us from despair, bless you with truth and peace. And 
may the holy Trinity, one God, guide you always in faith, hope, and love. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

SENDING HYMN Canticle of the Turning ELW 723 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace, with Christ beside you. 
Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE 
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THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S 
 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 25 – 16th Sunday after Pentecost 

9:30 AM Worship Celebration Sanctuary 

9:30 AM Sunday Church School Parish House, 2nd Floor 

10:45 AM Luka McAuley Private Reception Lower Level 

10:45 AM Karitas Meeting Fellowship Hall 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 26 

6:30 PM Girl Scouts Fellowship Hall 

7:30 PM Optimist Club of Boyertown Lower Level 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 27 

1:00 PM Women’s Group Conference Room 

6:30 PM Building a Better Boyertown Board Lower Level 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 28 

   

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 29 

10:00 AM Chestnut Knoll Service Chestnut Knoll  

8:00 PM Worship Broadcast Comcast Ch 28  

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 30 

7:00 AM Men’s Small Group Bible Study Telephone Conference 

6:30 PM Council Retreat Off Site 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 1  

8:00 AM Council Retreat Off Site 

4:30 PM Come to the Table Fellowship Hall/Parking Lot 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 2 – 17th Sunday after Pentecost 

9:30 AM Worship Celebration Sanctuary 

9:30 AM Sunday Church School Parish House, 2nd Floor 

11:00 AM Roll of Honor Dedication General Spaatz Museum 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

PURPOSE STATEMENT 
 

We believe God’s purpose for the people of St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is to 
develop joy-filled children of God who love the Lord and share God’s Word. 

We do this by: 

▪ Maintaining a trusting and welcoming environment. 
▪ Praying daily. 
▪ Reading scripture regularly. 
▪ Sharing our faith through action-based service. 
▪ Encouraging holy conversations. 
▪ Feeding our faith with music. 

With a focus on: 

▪ Activities that build relationships. 
▪ Worship that is relevant. 
▪ Meeting the needs of the vulnerable in our community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Bob Machamer 
Pastor Bob Machamer 

bmachamer@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Kay Christman, Finance Team financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Amanda Ehst, Worship Coordinator aehst@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Sue Grofe, Finance Team financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Bonnie Moatz, Finance Team financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Shannon Omlor, Communications Coordinator somlor@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Linda Rohrbach, Treasurer treasurer@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Becky Scheiry, Parish Administrator parishadmin@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Amy Willson, Preschool Director awillson@stjohnsboyertown.org 

45 N. Reading Avenue | Boyertown, PA 19512 
610.369.1024 | fax 610.369.1463 

stjohnsboyertown.org 
Office Hours | Monday-Thursday 8:30am - 3:30pm | Friday 8:30am - 12:00pm 


