
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Second Sunday after Epiphany 
 

Today’s gospel opens with further reflection on Jesus’ baptism. He is the Lamb of God who 
takes away the sin of the world and the one anointed by the Spirit. In the liturgy we come and 
see Christ revealed among us in word and meal. We go forth to invite others to come and 
worship the Holy One and to receive the gifts of grace and peace made known among us. 

 

January 15, 2023 

9:30 am 



 

 

 
 
 

GUESTS are always welcome to the Table! 
 

MEMBERS (two types) 
Voting & Non-voting 

 
 

KEEPING MEMBERSHIP SIMPLE 

 
1. The only way you can ever be removed from the membership roll at 

St. John’s, or any ELCA congregation: 

• You request a transfer 

• You ask to be removed 

• You depart this life 

 
2. Voting members must make a record of having: 

• Filled out a communion card and received the Lord’s Supper ONE 

time per year 

• Contributed ONE time per year, making sure your name is 

included 

  



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Assisting Minister Lauren Frey Media Sarah Eidle 

Lector Andy Varzally Sound Brianna Rohrbach 

Prayers Molly Byrne Video Abbe Grofe 

Musicians Lauren Frey (vocals), Oliver Mayman (piano) 

Ushers Becky & Barry Erb, Bunny & Ron Riffle 

 

WELCOME 
You are a blessing to us, and we’re glad you’re here today! 

NEW HERE? 

Please do not feel obligated to contribute an offering - you are our guest! Rather, please ask an usher for 
a Let’s Get Acquainted card and drop it in the offering plate. 

Restrooms are located on the same level as the sanctuary. Exit the back of the sanctuary, turn left into 
Parish House, turn left again at ramp and continue midway down hallway. Restrooms are on the right. 

Gluten-free communion wafers are available from an usher. 

WHERE DO MY KIDS GO? 
Children are always welcome to worship. Children’s Sunday Church School is offered for children ages 3 
through 6th grade. Families are encouraged to begin worship together at 9:30 in the Sanctuary. Children 
are dismissed from worship and escorted to their classroom, located on the second floor of the Parish 
House. Children are released to parents at worship conclusion, approximately 10:30 am. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
The importance of prayer is affirmed throughout the Bible. As a church we are committed to pray - your 
needs are important to us. Prayer request cards can be obtained from an usher and may be filled out and 
dropped in the offering plate. 

GATHERING TIMES 

Sunday | 9:30 am | Sanctuary 
Worship Celebration with Holy Communion 
Livestream on YouTube (St John’s ELC Boyertown) 

Thursday | 8:00 pm 
Service Broadcast on Comcast Channel 28 

GET CONNECTED 

Connect with God, each other and our 
community! Follow us on Facebook, 
YouTube and Instagram! 

  



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

Second Sunday after Epiphany 
 

PRELUDE 

WELCOME 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

The congregation may stand. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who makes all things new, whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

The congregation may kneel. 

Holy One, source of our renewal, we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, and cannot free 
ourselves. We have not practiced your righteousness. Our hearts have turned away from you. 
For the sake of the world you so love, forgive us, that we may be reconciled to one another for 
the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

Thus says our God: “The former things have come to pass and new things I now declare.” God’s 
mercy makes us new. We are forgiven in the name of Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The congregation may stand. 

GATHERING HYMN Gather Us In ELW 532 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all.  And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. 
Holy God, our strength and our redeemer, by your Spirit hold us forever, that through your 
grace we may worship you and faithfully serve you, follow you and joyfully find you, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Change My Heart, O God 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children are dismissed to Sunday School classes. 

The congregation may be seated. 

FIRST READING Isaiah 49:1-7 

Here the servant, identified as Israel, speaks for herself and describes her honored mission. Called before her birth like 
Jeremiah and John the Baptist, the servant is not only to restore Israel. The servant’s ultimate assignment is to bring 

news of God’s victory to the ends of the earth. God in faithfulness has chosen Israel for this task. 

1Listen to me, O coastlands, pay attention, you peoples from far away! The LORD called me before 
I was born, while I was in my mother’s womb he named me. 2He made my mouth like a sharp 
sword, in the shadow of his hand he hid me; he made me a polished arrow, in his quiver he hid 



 

 

me away. 3And he said to me, “You are my servant, Israel, in whom I will be glorified.” 4But I said, 
“I have labored in vain, I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity; yet surely my cause is 
with the LORD, and my reward with my God.” 5And now the LORD says, who formed me in the 
womb to be his servant, to bring Jacob back to him, and that Israel might be gathered to him, for 
I am honored in the sight of the LORD, and my God has become my strength—6he says, “It is too 
light a thing that you should be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to restore the 
survivors of Israel; I will give you as a light to the nations, that my salvation may reach to the end 
of the earth.” 7Thus says the LORD, the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One, to one deeply 
despised, abhorred by the nations, the slave of rulers, “Kings shall see and stand up, princes, and 
they shall prostrate themselves, because of the LORD, who is faithful, the Holy One of Israel, who 
has chosen you.” 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 1:1-9 

Though God’s church in Corinth is a fractious congregation beset with many conflicts, Paul opens this letter by 
spotlighting the multiple ways God has enriched and sustained its life as part of the divine call into the fellowship of 

our Lord Jesus Christ. 

1Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our brother Sosthenes, 2To 
the church of God that is in Corinth, to those who are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, 
together with all those who in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their 
Lord and ours: 3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 4I give 
thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in Christ 
Jesus, 5for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind—
6just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you—7so that you are not lacking 
in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 8He will also strengthen 
you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9God is faithful; 
by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

The congregation may stand. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Alleluia, alleluia, 
Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia! 

 



 

 

 

GOSPEL READING 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John.  Glory to you O Lord. John 1:29-42 

John the Baptist’s witness to Jesus initiates a chain of testimony as his disciples begin to share with others what they 
have found. 

29[John the Baptist] saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, “Here is the Lamb of God who 
takes away the sin of the world!30This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks 
ahead of me because he was before me.’ 31I myself did not know him; but I came baptizing with 
water for this reason, that he might be revealed to Israel.” 32And John testified, “I saw the Spirit 
descending from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. 33I myself did not know him, but the 
one who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and 
remain is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 34And I myself have seen and have testified 
that this is the Son of God.” 35The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, 36and 
as he watched Jesus walk by, he exclaimed, “Look, here is the Lamb of God!” 37The two disciples 
heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. 38When Jesus turned and saw them following, he said 
to them, “What are you looking for?” They said to him, “Rabbi” (which translated means Teacher), 
“where are you staying?” 39He said to them, “Come and see.” They came and saw where he was 
staying, and they remained with him that day. It was about four o’clock in the afternoon. 40One 
of the two who heard John speak and followed him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 41He first 
found his brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which is translated 
Anointed). 42He brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at him and said, “You are Simon son of John. 
You are to be called Cephas” (which is translated Peter). 

The gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

The congregation may be seated. 

SERMON  Council President, Tom Engle 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The congregation may stand. 

HYMN OF THE DAY Now the Feast and Celebration ELW 167 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
           and the life everlasting. Amen 
 
The congregation may kneel. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 

Put a new song in the mouth of your church. Inspire the baptized to tell of your faithfulness, 
sharing the good news of your salvation throughout the earth. Bless the witness of missionaries. 
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

The waters of baptism call us into life in the Spirit. Preserve the world’s waters: protect them from 
pollution, support plants and animals who depend on them, and bring rain in places of drought. 
Guide us in protecting local waterways and in responding to devastating floods. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 

In Jesus you are the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. Show your mercy to all 
nations. Direct leaders to do your will; fill governing bodies with righteousness; equip judges with 
discernment and compassion. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 



 

 

You incline your ear to all who cry to you. Draw near to individuals and communities suffering 
violence, injustice, illness, or poverty. Hide them in the shadow of your hand and make us signs 
of your faithfulness to all in need. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

You are glorified in the servants you have called. With Martin Luther King Jr., give us bold trust in 
you. Even when it feels like a sharp sword or polished arrow, give us courage to receive your call 
to repentance and racial justice. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

Please verbally add your personal prayer requests. 

In every place and time, you have sanctified your people. We praise you for the testimony of those 
who have died in the faith. Strengthen us as we wait for the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. Merciful 
God, receive our prayer. 

We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power revealed in Christ 
crucified. Amen. 

The congregation may be seated. 

OFFERING MUSIC 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Liberating God, you break the bonds of injustice and let the oppressed go free. Receive these 
offerings in thanksgiving for all your works of merciful power, and shape us as people of your 
justice and freedom. You we magnify and adore, through Jesus our Savior. Amen. 

The congregation may stand. 

COMMUNION MUSIC  The Table Chris Tomlin 
I will feast at the table of the Lord. 
I will feast at the table of the Lord. 

I won’t hunger anymore at His table. 

Come all you weary, come and find 
His yoke is easy, His burden light. 

He is able; He will restore at the table of the Lord. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
On the night of his betrayal 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 



 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who sin against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come to God’s table. There is a place for you and enough for all. 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
Holy One, we thank you for the healing that springs forth abundantly from this table. Renew our 
strength to do justice, love kindness, and journey humbly with you. Amen. 

BENEDICTION 
The God who faithfully brings forth justice and breaks the oppressor’s rod bless, strengthen, and 
uphold you, today and always. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

SENDING HYMN Songs of Thankfulness and Praise ELW 310 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus. Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE 

 

  

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23029. 
Hymns and service music reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709485. 



 

 

THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S 
 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 15 – Second Sunday after Epiphany 

Wellspring Karitas Trip 

9:30 AM Worship Celebration Sanctuary 

9:30 AM Sunday Church School Parish House, 2nd Floor 

MONDAY, JANUARY 16 

Wellspring Karitas Trip 

Preschool Closed  

TUESDAY, JANUARY 17 

Wellspring Karitas Trip 

6:00 PM Talisman Players Sanctuary 

6:30 PM Finance Team Conference Room 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 18 

9:30 AM Pottstown Soup Kitchen Pottstown Salvation Army 

7:00 PM Fiddler on the Roof Sanctuary 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 19 

Operation 143 Delivery 

9:15 AM Community Leaders Conference Room  

10:00 AM Chestnut Knoll Service Chestnut Knoll  

8:00 PM Worship Broadcast Comcast Ch 28  

FRIDAY, JANUARY 20 

Preschool Gym Class 

7:00 AM Men’s Small Group Bible Study Telephone Conference 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 21 

4:30 PM Come to the Table Fellowship Hall/Parking Lot 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 22 

9:30 AM Worship Celebration Sanctuary 

9:30 AM Sunday Church School Parish House, 2nd Floor 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
  



 

 

 

PURPOSE STATEMENT 
 

We believe God’s purpose for the people of St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is to 
develop joy-filled children of God who love the Lord and share God’s Word. 

We do this by: 

▪ Maintaining a trusting and welcoming environment. 
▪ Praying daily. 
▪ Reading scripture regularly. 
▪ Sharing our faith through action-based service. 
▪ Encouraging holy conversations. 
▪ Feeding our faith with music. 

With a focus on: 

▪ Activities that build relationships. 
▪ Worship that is relevant. 
▪ Meeting the needs of the vulnerable in our community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Bob Machamer 
Pastor Bob Machamer 

bmachamer@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Kay Christman, Finance Team financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Amanda Ehst, Worship Coordinator aehst@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Sue Grofe, Finance Team financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Bonnie Moatz, Finance Team financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Shannon Omlor, Communications Coordinator somlor@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Linda Rohrbach, Treasurer treasurer@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Becky Scheiry, Parish Administrator parishadmin@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Amy Willson, Preschool Director awillson@stjohnsboyertown.org 

45 N. Reading Avenue | Boyertown, PA 19512 
610.369.1024 | fax 610.369.1463 

stjohnsboyertown.org 
Office Hours | Monday-Thursday 8:30am - 3:30pm | Friday 8:30am - 12:00pm 


