St. John's Evangelical Lutheran Church
Fifth Sunday after Epiphany

Light shines in the darkness for the upright, the psalmist sings. Isaiah declares that when we loose
the bonds of injustice and share our bread with the hungry, the light breaks forth like the dawn.
In another passage from the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus, the light of the world, calls his followers
to let the light of their good works shine before others. Through baptism we are sent into the

world to shine with the light of Christ.

February 5, 2023
9:30 am



WELCOME

You are a blessing to us, and we’re glad you’re here today!

NEW HERE?

Please do not feel obligated to contribute an offering - you are our guest! Rather, please ask an usher for
a Let’s Get Acquainted card and drop it in the offering plate.

Restrooms are located on the same level as the sanctuary. Exit the back of the sanctuary, turn left into
Parish House, turn left again at ramp and continue midway down hallway. Restrooms are on the right.

Gluten-free communion wafers are available from an usher.

WHERE DO MY KIDS GO?

Children are always welcome to worship. Children’s Sunday Church School is offered for children ages 3
through 6th grade. Families are encouraged to begin worship together at 9:30 in the Sanctuary. Children
are dismissed from worship and escorted to their classroom, located on the second floor of the Parish
House. Children are released to parents at worship conclusion, approximately 10:30 am.

PRAYER REQUESTS

The importance of prayer is affirmed throughout the Bible. As a church we are committed to pray - your
needs are important to us. Prayer request cards can be obtained from an usher and may be filled out and
dropped in the offering plate.

GATHERING TIMES GET CONNECTED
Sunday | 9:30 am | Sanctuary Connect with God, each other and our
Worship Celebration with Holy Communion community! Follow us on Facebook,
Livestream on YouTube (St John’s ELC Boyertown) YouTube and Instagram!
Thursday | 8:00 pm @ °
Service Broadcast on Comcast Channel 28 “ foj

SERVING IN WORSHIP

Acolyte Media Jason Eidle

Lector Jen Schlegel Sound Myles Omlor

Prayers Ros Moatz Video Shannon Omlor

Musicians Oliver Mayman (piano), Emily Wambold (vocals)

Ushers Mary Kay & Donnie Heimbach, Bently Rick, RJ Rick

FLOWERS

Given in loving memory of Elizabeth Frey on the anniversary of her birthday by her daughter,
Paula Kriebel.



BAPTISMAL PROMISE

GIFTS OF DISCIPLESHIP

LIVE
among God's faithful people

Avy) HEAR

the word of God

SHARE

in the Lord's Supper

%2
/
-~ PROCLAIM
the good news of God in Christ
through word and deed

SERVE

all people, following the example of Jesus

STRIVE

for justice and peace in all the earth




Fifth Sunday after Epiphany

PRELUDE

WELCOME

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
The congregation may stand.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who makes all things new, whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.
The congregation may kneel.

Holy One, source of our renewal, we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, and cannot free
ourselves. We have not practiced your righteousness. Our hearts have turned away from you.
For the sake of the world you so love, forgive us, that we may be reconciled to one another for
the glory of your holy name. Amen.

Thus says our God: “The former things have come to pass and new things | now declare.” God’s
mercy makes us new. We are forgiven in the name of Christ our Savior. Amen.



The congregation may stand.

GATHERING HYMN Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty ELW 413
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1 Ho-ly, ho-ly, ho - ly, Lord God Al - might - y!
2 Ho-ly, ho-ly, ho - ly! All  the saints a - dore thee,
3 Ho-ly, ho-ly, ho - ly! Though the dark-ness hide thee,
4 Ho-ly, ho-ly, ho - ly! Lord God Al - might - y!
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Ear - ly in the mormn - ing our song shall rise to thee.

cast - ing down their gold - en crowns a - round the glass - y sea;
though the eye of sin - ful-ness thy glo - ry may not see,
All thy works shall praise thy name in earth and sky and sea.
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Ho-ly, ho -ly, ho - ly, mer - ci- ful and might - y!
cher-u - bim and ser - a- phim fall - ing down be - fore thee,
on - ly thou art ho - ly; there is none be - side thee,
Ho-ly, ho -ly, ho - ly, mer - ci- ful and might - y!
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God in three per - sons, bless-ed Trin - 1 - ty!
which wert and art, and ev - er - more shalt be.
per - fect in pow'’r, in love and pu - ri - ty.
God in three per - sons, bless-ed Trin - 1 - ty!

Text: Reginald Heber, 1783—1826, alt.
Music: NICAEA, John B. Dykes, 1823-1876

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all. And also with you.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Lord God, with endless mercy you receive the prayers of all who call upon you. By your Spirit
show us the things we ought to do, and give us the grace and power to do them, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Change My Heart, O God
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Change my heart, O  God; make it ev-er true.
End
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Change my heart, O  God; may I be like you.
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You are the pot - ter; I am the clay.
— 3 Refrain
6- S rpd 13000 |
Mold me and make  me; this is what 1  pray.

Text: Eddie Espinosa, b, 1953
Music: CHANGE MY HEART, Eddie Espinosa
Text and music © 1982 Mercy/Vineyeard Publishing, admin, Music Services

Children are dismissed to Sunday School classes.

The congregation may be seated.

FIRST READING Isaiah 58:1-9a[9b-12]

Shortly after the return of Israel from exile in Babylon, the people were troubled by the ineffectiveness of their fasts.
God reminds them that outward observance is no substitute for genuine fasting that results in acts of justice, such as
feeding the hungry, sheltering the homeless, and clothing the naked.

IShout out, do not hold back! Lift up your voice like a trumpet! Announce to my people their
rebellion, to the house of Jacob their sins. ?Yet day after day they seek me and delight to know
my ways, as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness and did not forsake the ordinance
of their God; they ask of me righteous judgments, they delight to draw near to God. 3“Why do we
fast, but you do not see? Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?” Look, you serve your
own interest on your fast day, and oppress all your workers. *Look, you fast only to quarrel and to



fight and to strike with a wicked fist. Such fasting as you do today will not make your voice heard
on high. 5Is such the fast that | choose, a day to humble oneself? Is it to bow down the head like
a bulrush, and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? Will you call this a fast, a day acceptable to the LORD?
8Is not this the fast that | choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs of the yoke,
to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? “Is it not to share your bread with the
hungry, and bring the homeless poor into your house; when you see the naked, to cover them,
and not to hide yourself from your own kin? 8Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, and
your healing shall spring up quickly; your vindicator shall go before you, the glory of the LORD shall
be your rear guard. ®*Then you shall call, and the LorD will answer; you shall cry for help, and he
will say, Here | am.

[°®If you remove the yoke from among you, the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil, *°if you
offer your food to the hungry and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, then your light shall rise in the
darkness and your gloom be like the noonday. The LorD will guide you continually, and satisfy
your needs in parched places, and make your bones strong; and you shall be like a watered
garden, like a spring of water, whose waters never fail. ?*Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; you
shall raise up the foundations of many generations; you shall be called the repairer of the breach,
the restorer of streets to live in.]

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 2:1-12[13-16]

Though people such as the Corinthians are enamored with human philosophy and wisdom, Paul continuously presents
God'’s hidden wisdom which is Jesus Christ crucified. True spiritual maturity involves judging ourselves and others in
light of God’s revelation in the cross.

When | came to you, brothers and sisters, | did not come proclaiming the mystery of God to you
in lofty words or wisdom. 2For | decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and him
crucified. 3And | came to you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling. *My speech and my
proclamation were not with plausible words of wisdom, but with a demonstration of the Spirit
and of power, °so that your faith might rest not on human wisdom but on the power of God. éYet
among the mature we do speak wisdom, though it is not a wisdom of this age or of the rulers of
this age, who are doomed to perish. ‘But we speak God’s wisdom, secret and hidden, which God
decreed before the ages for our glory. 8None of the rulers of this age understood this; for if they
had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. °But, as it is written, “What no eye has seen,
nor ear heard, nor the human heart conceived, what God has prepared for those who love him” —
Othese things God has revealed to us through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches everything, even
the depths of God. *For what human being knows what is truly human except the human spirit
that is within? So also no one comprehends what is truly God’s except the Spirit of God. !Now



we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit that is from God, so that we may
understand the gifts bestowed on us by God.

[**And we speak of these things in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit,
interpreting spiritual things to those who are spiritual. 1*Those who are unspiritual do not receive
the gifts of God’s Spirit, for they are foolishness to them, and they are unable to understand them
because they are spiritually discerned. **Those who are spiritual discern all things, and they are
themselves subject to no one else’s scrutiny. *“For who has known the mind of the Lord so as to
instruct him?” But we have the mind of Christ.]

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
The congregation may stand.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia,

Lord, to whom shall we go?

You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL READING
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. Glory to you O Lord. Matthew 5:13-20

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus encourages his followers to be the salt of the earth and the light of the world, doing
good works and keeping God’s commandments.

[Jesus said:] 3“You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be
restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled under foot. ¥*“You are
the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. *°*No one after lighting a lamp puts it
under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. ®In the same
way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to
our Father in heaven. “Do not think that | have come to abolish the law or the prophets; | have
come not to abolish but to fulfill. *8For truly | tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one
letter, not one stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all is accomplished. **Therefore,
whoever breaks one of the least of these commandments, and teaches others to do the same,
will be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does them and teaches them will be
called great in the kingdom of heaven. 2°For | tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of
the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.”

The gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.



The congregation may be seated.

SERMON Pastor Bob Machamer

The congregation may stand.

HYMN OF THE DAY How Clear Is Your Vocation, Lord ELW 580
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1 How clear is our vo - ca - tion, Lord, when once we heed your call

2 But if, for-get- ful, we should find your yoke is hard to bear;
3 We mar - vel how your saints be - come in hin-dranc-es more sure;

4 In what you give us, Lord, to do, to-geth-er or a - lone,
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that you are Lord of all and will not let us fall.
its tan - gled skein of care: our in- ward life Te - pair.
and by our faults ob - scure your pow’r to cleanse and cure.
the cross you hung up - on, all you en-deav - ored done.

Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000
%)l:ts icé:1Efngggéﬁu?éﬁgﬁcﬁpﬂiﬁyc’Jrgfgaifni,81L 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
THE APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,



was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen

The congregation may kneel.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need.

Call your people to seek your wisdom in difficult conversations and action. Give the church
everywhere courage to repent for the ways we have tolerated and practiced injustice. Merciful
God, receive our prayer.

Inspire our wonder at creation, from the light of dawn to the beauty of the dark night. Sustain the
unseen depths of the ocean to the plants and animals we know well. Bring healing to lands and
communities experiencing natural disasters. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Instruct the powerful in your ways. Provide upright leadership in business and industry, that
workers are not oppressed. Throughout the world, inspire voters and raise up politicians to heed
your call for nations to practice righteousness. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Loosen the bonds of injustice in our midst. Grant peace to endless quarrels, put an end to hunger,
and break every yoke of oppression. Shelter all who flee abuse in their homes or violence in their
communities. Satisfy those afflicted in any way. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Shape our congregation to be salt for the earth. Give us delight in your commandments, that we
are generous with those in need. Make us steadfast in our trust in you, ready with tangible mercy
and compassion for our neighbors. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Please verbally add your personal prayer requests.



The cross and resurrection bring redemption from sin and death. We praise you for all whose
unshaken faith in Christ shines forth in their witness. Keep them in our remembrance and bring
us with them into the kingdom of heaven. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power revealed in Christ
crucified. Amen.

The congregation may be seated.
OFFERING MUSIC

OFFERING PRAYER

Liberating God, you break the bonds of injustice and let the oppressed go free. Receive these
offerings in thanksgiving for all your works of merciful power, and shape us as people of your
justice and freedom. You we magnify and adore, through Jesus our Savior. Amen.

The congregation may stand.

COMMUNION MUSIC The Table Chris Tomlin
| will feast at the table of the Lord.
| will feast at the table of the Lord.

| won’t hunger anymore at His table.

Come all you weary, come and find
His yoke is easy, His burden light.
He is able; He will restore at the table of the Lord.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

On the night of his betrayal

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our sins, as we forgive
those who sin against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is



the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come and taste the joy of God!

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Holy One, we thank you for the healing that springs forth abundantly from this table. Renew our
strength to do justice, love kindness, and journey humbly with you. Amen.

BENEDICTION
The God who faithfully brings forth justice and breaks the oppressor’s rod bless, strengthen, and
uphold you, today and always. Amen.

SENDING HYMN In Christ Called to Baptize ELW 575
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I In  Christ called to bap - tize, we wit - ness  to grace
2 In  Christ called to ban - quet, one ta - ble we share,
3 In  Christ called to wit - ness, by grace we will preach
4 U - nite us, a - noint us, O Spir - it of love,
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and gath - er a peo - ple from each land and race.
a ha - ven of wel - come, a cir - cle of care.
the life - giv - ing gos - pel; God’s love we will teach.
for you are with - in us, a - round us, a - bove.
In  deep, flow - ing wa - ters, we share in Christ’s death,
Al - though we are man -y, we share in  one bread.
By grace may our liv - ing give proof to  our praise
E - quip us for ser - vice with  gifts you be - stow.
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then, ris - ing to new life, give  thanks with each breath.
One cup  of thanks - giv - ing pro - claims Christ, our  head.
in cost - ly com - pas-sion re - flect - ing Christ’s ways.
In  Christ is our call - ing. In Christ may we grow.

Text: Ruth Duck, b. 1947
Music: St. DEN10, Welsh traditional
Text © 1995 Pilgrim Press



DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23029.
Hymns and service music reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709485.

THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 5 - Fifth Sunday after Epiphany
Men’s Retreat

9:30 AM Worship Celebration Sanctuary

9:30 AM Sunday Church School Parish House, 2" Floor
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 6

6:30 PM Girl Scouts Fellowship Hall

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 7

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 8

9:30 AM Connect Lower Level
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 9

10:00 AM Chestnut Knoll Service Chestnut Knoll
5:00 PM Admin Staff CEU Offsite

8:00 PM Worship Broadcast Comcast Ch 28

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 10

Preschool Music Class

7:00 AM Men’s Small Group Bible Study Telephone Conference
6:30 PM Preschool Sweetheart Night Lower Level

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 11

8:00 AM Worship Workday Conference Room

9:00 AM Staff CEU Offsite

4:30 PM Come to the Table Fellowship Hall/Parking Lot
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 12 - Sixth Sunday after Epiphany

9:30 AM Worship Celebration Sanctuary

9:30 AM Sunday Church School Parish House, 2" Floor




Lunch & Learn
on Welcoming All

facilitated by Jaime Fivecoat

Sunday, February 19
10:45 am - 12:15 pm
Lower Level
register on our website or call the office

7.00pmM

WEDNESDAYS IN MARCH @) 7:00 PM




GUESTS are always welcome to the Table!

MEMBERS (two types)
Voting & Non-voting

KEEPING MEMBERSHIP SIMPLE

The only way you can ever be removed from the membership roll at
St. John's, or any ELCA congregation:

e Yourequest a transfer

e You ask to be removed

e You depart this life

Voting members must make a record of having:

e Filled out a communion card and received the Lord’s Supper ONE
time per year

e Contributed ONE time per year, making sure your name is
included



PURPOSE STATEMENT

We believe God’s purpose for the people of St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is to
develop joy-filled children of God who love the Lord and share God’s Word.

We do this by:

=  Maintaining a trusting and welcoming environment.

= Praying daily.
= Reading scripture regularly.

= Sharing our faith through action-based service.

=  Encouraging holy conversations.
=  Feeding our faith with music.

With a focus on:

= Activities that build relationships.
=  Worship that is relevant.

=  Meeting the needs of the vulnerable in our community.

Pastor Bob Machamer

Kay Christman, Finance Team

Amanda Ehst, Worship Coordinator

Sue Grofe, Finance Team

Bonnie Moatz, Finance Team

Shannon Omlor, Communications Coordinator
Linda Rohrbach, Treasurer

Becky Scheiry, Parish Administrator

Amy Willson, Preschool Director

bmachamer@stjohnsboyertown.org
financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org
aehst@stjohnsboyertown.org
financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org
financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org
somlor@stjohnsboyertown.org
treasurer@stjohnsboyertown.org
parishadmin@stjohnsboyertown.org
awillson@stjohnsboyertown.org
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45 N. Reading Avenue | Boyertown, PA 19512
610.369.1024 | fax 610.369.1463
stjohnsboyertown.org

OYERTOWN Office Hours | Monday-Thursday 8:30am - 3:30pm | Friday 8:30am - 12:00pm



