May 18, 2023 | 7:00 pm
ASCENSION OF OUR LORD

As children of God and disciples of Christ seeking peace and
justice in the world, we welcome, affirm, and include all people
into the fullness of God’s love. We celebrate and lift up people
of all races, cultures, ages, sexual orientations, gender
identities, physical or mental abilities, economic statuses,
political affiliation, appearances, family status, and citizenship
as equally loved and valued in the eyes of God and in this place.
All are invited to join this community as we worship God, grow
in faith, and strive to love and serve one another.

All, without exception, are welcome in this place.
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WELCOME

You are a blessing to us, and we’re glad you’re here this evening!

NEW HERE?

Please do not feel obligated to contribute an offering - you are our guest! Rather, please ask an usher for
a Let’s Get Acquainted card and drop it in the offering plate.

Restrooms are located on the same level as the sanctuary. Exit the back of the sanctuary, turn left into
Parish House, turn left again at ramp and continue midway down hallway. Restrooms are on the right.

Gluten-free communion wafers and grape juice are available at the center aisle.

WHERE DO MY KIDS GO?

Children are always welcome to worship. Children’s Sunday Church School is offered for children ages 3
through 6th grade and is held during the school year (September — May).

PRAYER REQUESTS

The importance of prayer is affirmed throughout the Bible. As a church we are committed to pray - your
needs are important to us. Prayer request cards can be obtained from an usher and may be filled out and
dropped in the offering plate.

GATHERING TIMES GET CONNECTED
Sunday | 9:30 am | Sanctuary Connect with God, each other and our
Worship Celebration with Holy Communion community! Follow us on Facebook,
Livestream on YouTube (St John’s ELC Boyertown) YouTube and Instagram!
Thursday | 8:00 pm @ °
Service Broadcast on Comcast Channel 28 n r.j

SERVING IN WORSHIP

Acolyte Camryn Friz Altar Guild Mary Kay Heimbach, Robin Rhoads

Altar Assistants Tom Engle Media Olivia Alderfer

Lector Phyllis Kershner Sound Myles Omlor

Prayers Ros Moatz Video Scott Scheiry

Musicians Madi Robb (vocals), Chris Mervine (organ)

Ushers Mary Kay & Donnie Heimbach



%Aq . Ascenslon of Our Lord

In today’s readings the risen Christ ascends into heaven and his followers
are assured that the Spirit will empower them to be witnesses throughout
the earth. The disciples were told to not gaze up into heaven to look for
Jesus (Acts 1:11); we find his presence among us as we proclaim the word
and share the Easter feast. We too long for the Spirit to enliven our faith
and invigorate our mission.
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PRELUDE

VIDEO

WELCOME

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
The congregation may stand.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, by whose hand we are given new birth, by whose speaking
we are given new life. Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are welcomed, restored, and supported as citizens
of the new creation. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

Holy God, holy and merciful, holy and mighty, you are the river of life, you are the everlasting
wellspring.

In mercy and might you have freed us from death and raised us with Jesus, the firstborn of the
dead. In baptismal waters our old life is washed away, and in them we are born anew.

Glory to you for oceans and lakes, for rivers and streams. Honor to you for waters that wash us
clean, quench our thirst, and nurture both crops and creatures. Praise to you for the life-giving
water of baptism, the outpouring of the Spirit of the new creation.

Wash away our sin and all that separates us from you. Empower our witness to your
resurrection. Strengthen our resolve in seeking justice for all.

Satisfy the world’s need through this living water. Where drought dries the earth, bring
refreshment. Where despair prevails, grant hope. Where chaos reigns, bring peace. We ask this
through Christ, who with you and the Spirit reigns forever. Amen.



GATHERING HYMN Rejoice, for Christ is King! ELW 430
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1 Re - joice, for Christ is king! Your Lord and king a - dore;
2 Our Sav-ior Je - sus reigns, the God of truth and love;
3 His king-dom can - not fail; he rules o’er earth and heav’'n;
4 He sits  at God’s right hand till all his foes sub - mit
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re - joice, give thanks,and sing, and tri-umph ev - er - more:
when he had purged our stains, he took his  seat a - Dbove:
the keys of death and hell are to our Je - sus giv'n:
and bow to his com-mand and fall be - neath his feet:
Refrain
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joice, a - gain I say, re - joice!

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.
Music: LAUS REGIS, William E. Fischer, 1849-1936

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all. And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Almighty God, your only Son was taken into the heavens and in your presence intercedes for
us. Receive us and our prayers for all the world, and in the end bring everything into your glory,
through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.



Change My Heart, O God

Refrain

T S FEB R
Change my heart, O  God; make it ev-er true,
(GESSEEESSFS S SERES
Change my heart, O  God; may 1 be like you.
SRS S =S TS st=—
You are the pot - ter; I am the clay.

33— Refrain
G- W rpd v T30
Mold me and make  me; this is what 1 pray.

Text: Eddie Espinosa, b, 1953
Music: CHANGE MY HEART
Text and music © 1982 Mercy/

yeard \ luhh hing, admin. Music Services

The congregation may be seated.
FIRST READING Acts 1:1-11

Before he is lifted into heaven, Jesus promises that the missionary work of the disciples will spread out from Jerusalem
to all the world. His words provide an outline of the book of Acts.

[Luke writes:] tIn the first book, Theophilus, | wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the
beginning 2until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the
Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3After his suffering he presented himself alive to
them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the
kingdom of God. “While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait
there for the promise of the Father. “This,” he said, “is what you have heard from me; >for John
baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 8So
when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will restore the
kingdom to Israel?” "He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has
set by his own authority. ®8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you;
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the
earth.” *When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out
of their sight. °°While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men
in white robes stood by them. *They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward



heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as
you saw him go into heaven.”

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
SECOND READING Ephesians 1:15-23

The risen and exalted Christ reigns over the entire universe. The author of Ephesians prays that we are given the
wisdom to know the power of the risen Christ and the empowering hope that the knowledge of this inheritance
provides.

%] have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this
reason ] do not cease to give thanks for you as | remember you in my prayers. ¥l pray that the
God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation
as you come to know him, *#so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what
is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the
saints, %and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to
the working of his great power. 2°God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from
the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, #!far above all rule and authority
and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in
the age to come. 22And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all
things for the church, 2which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
The congregation may stand.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia,

Lord, to whom shall we go?

You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL READING
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. Glory to you O Lord. Luke 24:44-53

On the day of his ascension, Jesus leaves his disciples with a commission, a blessing, and a promise of the Holy Spirit.

4[Jesus said to the eleven and those with them,] “These are my words that | spoke to you while |
was still with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the
psalms must be fulfilled.”**Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, “®and he
said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the
third day, ¥and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all



nations, beginning from Jerusalem. *You are witnesses of these things. “*And see, | am sending
upon you what my Father promised; so stay here in the city until you have been clothed with
power from on high.” *°Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he
blessed them. >*While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into
heaven. 52And they worshiped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy; *®and they were
continually in the temple blessing God.

The gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

The congregation may be seated.

SERMON Pastor Bob Machamer

The congregation may stand.

HYMN OF THE DAY You Servants of God ELW 825
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1 You ser-vants of God, your Mas-ter pro-claim, and pub-lish a -
2 As-cend-ed on high, al - might-y to save, yet still he is
3 Sal - va-tion to God who sits on the throne! Let all cry a -
4 Then let us a - dore and give him his right, all glo - ry and
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nigh, his pres - ence we have. The great con-gre - ga- tion his
loud and hon - or the Son. The prais-es of Je - sus the
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Je -sus ex - tol; his king-dom is glo-rious and rules o - ver all!

tri-umph shall sing, as - crib-ing sal - va-tion to Je - sus, our king!
an- gels pro-claim, fall down on their fac-es, and wor-ship the Lamb.
an-gels a - bove, and thanks nev - er ceas-ing, and in - fin - ite love!

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.
Music: LYONS, attr. Johann Michael Haydn, 1737-1806



THE APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The congregation may kneel.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the world, and all in
need.

Ever-present God, root your church firmly in you. Let us neither become entranced staring up into
the heavens, nor distraught by the suffering of the world. Teach us to see you in every face, every
place, and every moment. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of the cosmos, you cradle creation in your loving arms and anoint it with signs of your
presence. In the budding of flowers, the birth of a baby, and the formations of the land and sky,
reveal your abundant life. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Eternal God, your reign is above us, around us, beneath us, and beside us. As you rule the cosmos
with justice and mercy, pour out your Spirit upon those in authority, that they serve humbly and
justly. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.



God of companionship, provide clarity and direction for those experiencing life transitions—in
births and deaths, new employment and new relationships, divorces and departures. We pray for
those receiving new diagnoses or undergoing treatment for illness or injury. Hear us, O God. Your
mercy is great.

Immanent God, in you we live, move, and have our being. Draw us closer to you and clothe us in
your power. Encourage those preparing for baptism, those affirming their baptism, and all who
are assuming new roles in this congregation’s ministries. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Please verbally add your personal prayer requests.

God of welcome, you call us to feast at your eternal banquet. We give thanks for those who
came before us, whose lives witnessed to your love. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to you, almighty
and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. Amen.

The congregation may be seated.

OFFERING MUSIC

OFFERING PRAYER

Generous God, in this meal you offer your very self. We give thanks for these gifts of the earth. In
the breaking of this bread reveal to us the Risen One. In the pouring of this wine pour us out in
service to the world; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The congregation may stand.

COMMUNION MUSIC The Table Chris Tomlin
| will feast at the table of the Lord.
| will feast at the table of the Lord.

| won’t hunger anymore at His table.

Come all you weary, come and find
His yoke is easy, His burden light.
He is able; He will restore at the table of the Lord.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

On the night of his betrayal

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our sins, as we forgive
those who sin against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come and know Christ, broken and poured out for you.

The congregation may be seated.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT

We welcome you to the Lord’s table. Please fill out a communion card and hand to an usher or
place in the box at back of sanctuary. Today we receive the sacrament at the altar rail. Please
come forward at the direction of the ushers. Gluten-free wafers and grape juice are available at
the center aisle. Return to your seats by the side aisle. If you do not wish to come forward for
communion, please let an usher know and a communion pack will be brought to you.

The congregation may stand.

BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Gracious God, in you we live and move and have our being. With your word and this meal of grace,
you have nourished our life together. Strengthen us to show your love and serve the world in
Jesus’ name. Amen.

BENEDICTION
The God of all, who raised Jesus from the dead, bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit to live in
the new creation. Amen.



SENDING HYMN Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing ELW 389
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1 Christ is a - live! Let Chris-tians sing. The «cross  stands
2 Christ is a - live! No long - er bound to dis - tant
3 In ev - ry in - sult, rift, and war, where col - or
4 Wom-en and men, in age and youth, can feel the
5 Christ is a - live, and comes to  bring good news to
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emp - ty to the sky. Let streets and homes with

years in Pal - es - tine, but sav - ing, heal - ing,

scorn, or wealth di - wvide, Christ suf - fers still, yet

Spir - i, hear the call, and find the way, the

this and ev - 'ty age, till earth and sky and
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prais - es ring. Love, drowned in death, shall nev - er die.
here and now, and touch-ing ev - ’ry place and time.
loves the more, and lives, where e - ven hope has died.
life, the truth, re - vealed in Je - sus, freed for all.
o - cean ring with joy, with jus - tice, love, and  praise.

Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936
Music: TRURO, T. Williams, Psalmodia Evangelica, 1789
Text © 1975, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23029.
Hymns and service music reprinted under Onelicense.net #A-709485.



PURPOSE STATEMENT

We believe God’s purpose for the people of St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is to
develop joy-filled children of God who love the Lord and share God’s Word.

We do this by:

=  Maintaining a trusting and welcoming environment.

= Praying daily.
= Reading scripture regularly.

= Sharing our faith through action-based service.

= Encouraging holy conversations.
=  Feeding our faith with music.

With a focus on:

= Activities that build relationships.
=  Worship that is relevant.

=  Meeting the needs of the vulnerable in our community.

Pastor Bob Machamer

Kay Christman, Finance Team

Sue Grofe, Finance Team

Donnie Heimbach, Property

Bonnie Moatz, Finance Team

Shannon Omlor, Communications Coordinator
Madison Robb, Intern

Linda Rohrbach, Treasurer

Becky Scheiry, Parish Administrator

Amy Willson, Preschool Director

bmachamer@stjohnsboyertown.org
financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org
financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org

financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org
somlor@stjohnsboyertown.org
intern@stjohnsboyertown.org
treasurer@stjohnsboyertown.org
parishadmin@stjohnsboyertown.org
awillson@stjohnsboyertown.org
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45 N. Reading Avenue | Boyertown, PA 19512
610.369.1024 | fax 610.369.1463
stjohnsboyertown.org

OYERTOWN Office Hours | Monday-Thursday 8:30am - 3:30pm | Friday 8:30am - 12:00pm



