May 21,2023 | 9:30 am
SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

As children of God and disciples of Christ seeking peace and
justice in the world, we welcome, affirm, and include all people
into the fullness of God’s love. We celebrate and lift up people
of all races, cultures, ages, sexual orientations, gender
identities, physical or mental abilities, economic statuses,
political affiliation, appearances, family status, and citizenship
as equally loved and valued in the eyes of God and in this place.
All are invited to join this community as we worship God, grow
in faith, and strive to love and serve one another.

All, without exception, are welcome in this place.
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WELCOME

You are a blessing to us, and we’re glad you’re here today!

NEW HERE?

Please do not feel obligated to contribute an offering - you are our guest! Rather, please ask an usher for
a Let’s Get Acquainted card and drop it in the offering plate.

Restrooms are located on the same level as the sanctuary. Exit the back of the sanctuary, turn left into
Parish House, turn left again at ramp and continue midway down hallway. Restrooms are on the right.

Gluten-free communion wafers and grape juice are available at the center aisle.

WHERE DO MY KIDS GO?

Children are always welcome to worship. Children’s Sunday Church School is offered for children ages 3
through 6th grade and is held during the school year (September — May).

PRAYER REQUESTS

The importance of prayer is affirmed throughout the Bible. As a church we are committed to pray - your
needs are important to us. Prayer request cards can be obtained from an usher and may be filled out and
dropped in the offering plate.

GATHERING TIMES GET CONNECTED
Sunday | 9:30 am | Sanctuary Connect with God, each other and our
Worship Celebration with Holy Communion community! Follow us on Facebook,
Livestream on YouTube (St John’s ELC Boyertown) YouTube and Instagram!
Thursday | 8:00 pm @ °
Service Broadcast on Comcast Channel 28 n r.j

SERVING IN WORSHIP

Acolyte Philip Derr Altar Guild Melissa Eidle, Mary Kay Heimbach

Altar Assistants Tom Engle, Becky Scheiry Media Sarah Eidle

Lector Dave Babb Sound Myles Omlor

Prayers Mel Roth Video Camryn Friz

Musicians Justin Knarr (vocals), Chris Mervine (organ)

Ushers Martha Bentley, Charles Haddad, Phil Haddad, Barbara Houp



Seventh Sunday of Easter

In these days between Ascension and Pentecost, we gather with the
disciples in the upper room, waiting for the Spirit to transform the
church around the world. In today’s gospel Jesus prays for his
followers and for their mission in his name. Amid religious, social, and
economic divisions, we seek the unity that Jesus had with his Father.
Made one in baptism, we go forth to live our faith in the world, eager
for the unity that God intends for the whole human family.

PRELUDE

WELCOME

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
The congregation may stand.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, by whose hand we are given new birth, by whose speaking
we are given new life. Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are welcomed, restored, and supported as citizens
of the new creation. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

Holy God, holy and merciful, holy and mighty, you are the river of life, you are the everlasting
wellspring.

In mercy and might you have freed us from death and raised us with Jesus, the firstborn of the
dead. In baptismal waters our old life is washed away, and in them we are born anew.

Glory to you for oceans and lakes, for rivers and streams. Honor to you for waters that wash us
clean, quench our thirst, and nurture both crops and creatures. Praise to you for the life-giving
water of baptism, the outpouring of the Spirit of the new creation.

Wash away our sin and all that separates us from you. Empower our witness to your
resurrection. Strengthen our resolve in seeking justice for all.

Satisfy the world’s need through this living water. Where drought dries the earth, bring
refreshment. Where despair prevails, grant hope. Where chaos reigns, bring peace. We ask this
through Christ, who with you and the Spirit reigns forever. Amen.
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Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898, alt.
Music: HYFRYDOL, Rowland H. Prichard, 1811-1887



The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all. And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

O God of glory, your Son Jesus Christ suffered for us and ascended to your right hand. Unite us
with Christ and each other in suffering and in joy, that all the world may be drawn into your
bountiful presence, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Change My Heart, O God
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Change my heart, O  God; make it ev-er true.
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Change my heart, O  God; may I be like you.
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Mold me and make  me; this is what 1 pray.
Text: Eddie Espinosa, b, 1953
Mu Y HEART, Eddie Espinosa
Text and music © 1982 Mercy/Vineyeard Publishing, admin, Music Services
The congregation may be seated.
FIRST READING Acts 1:6-14

Today’s reading is part of the introduction to the narrative of the outpouring of the Spirit on Pentecost. These verses
tell of the risen Lord’s conversation with his disciples on the eve of his ascension, in which he promises that they will
receive the power of the Holy Spirit.

®When [the apostles] had come together, they asked [Jesus], “Lord, is this the time when you will
restore the kingdom to Israel?” "He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that
the Father has set by his own authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come
upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of



the earth.” ®*When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him
out of their sight. *®While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two
men in white robes stood by them. 'They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up
toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same
way as you saw him go into heaven.” ?Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called
Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey away. *When they had entered the city,
they went to the room upstairs where they were staying, Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew,
Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot,
and Judas son of James. *All these were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together with
certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
SECOND READING 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11

Our faith in Christ does not make us immune from the scorn of others. Nevertheless, we are to resist the designs of evil
when we experience disparagement from others because we trust God’s grace will strengthen and guide us.

12Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to test you, as
though something strange were happening to you. *But rejoice insofar as you are sharing Christ’s
sufferings, so that you may also be glad and shout for joy when his glory is revealed. *If you are
reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit of glory, which is the Spirit of
God, is resting on you.

>8Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt you in due
time. “Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you. 2Discipline yourselves, keep alert.
Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls around, looking for someone to devour. °Resist
him, steadfast in your faith, for you know that your brothers and sisters in all the world are
undergoing the same kinds of suffering. 1°And after you have suffered for a little while, the God
of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, support,
strengthen, and establish you. 'To him be the power forever and ever. Amen.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

The congregation may stand.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia,

Lord, to whom shall we go?

You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia!



GOSPEL READING
The Holy Gospel according to St. John. Glory to you O Lord. John 17:1-11

On the night before his crucifixion, Jesus prays to his heavenly Father, asking that those who continue his work in this
world will live in unity.

IAfter Jesus had spoken these words [to his disciples], he looked up to heaven and said, “Father,
the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, %since you have given him
authority over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. 3And this is eternal
life, that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. *l glorified
you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do. °So now, Father, glorify me in your
own presence with the glory that | had in your presence before the world existed. ®“I have made
your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were yours, and you gave
them to me, and they have kept your word. "Now they know that everything you have given me
is from you; 8for the words that you gave to me | have given to them, and they have received them
and know in truth that | came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. °I am asking on
their behalf; | am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me,
because they are yours. °All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and | have been glorified in
them. **And now | am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and | am coming to you.
Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we
are one.”

The gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

The congregation may be seated.

SERMON Pastor Bob Machamer

The congregation may stand.



Text: Jeffery Rowthorn, b. 1934

Music: ABBOT'S LEIGH, Cyril V. Taylor, 1907-1991
Text © 1978 and Music © 1942, ren. 1970 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved.

Used by permission.
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The congregation may kneel.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the world, and all in
need.

God of harmony, as you drew your son to your side, you draw us to you and unite us with the
planet and one another. Weave your church together in a web of mutual love for the sake of the
world. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

As your Spirit hovered over the waters of creation, so your Spirit hovers over all that you have
made. Bless the water that sustains the planet and grant wisdom to use it wisely. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

You empower your people with the fire of your Spirit. Challenge activists and organizers, teachers
and politicians, and all in leadership to speak a message of peace and justice. Hear us, O God. Your
mercy is great.



You care for all your children. Show your steadfast love to those suffering isolation, especially
exiles, refugees, or prisoners. Break the chains of all held fast by systemic oppression of any kind.
Comfort all who are afraid or suffering from iliness. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

We give thanks that humankind serves as your body in the world, stewarding your abundant gifts.
Guide this congregation’s leaders as they seek your will. We pray for our staff and council. Hear
us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Please verbally add your personal prayer requests.

You raise your saints to new life in Christ. We give you thanks for all your saints who have given
us glimpses of your redeeming love. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to you, almighty and
eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. Amen.

The congregation may be seated.

OFFERING MUSIC

OFFERING PRAYER

Generous God, in this meal you offer your very self. We give thanks for these gifts of the earth. In
the breaking of this bread reveal to us the Risen One. In the pouring of this wine pour us out in
service to the world; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The congregation may stand.

COMMUNION MUSIC The Table Chris Tomlin
| will feast at the table of the Lord.
| will feast at the table of the Lord.

| won’t hunger anymore at His table.

Come all you weary, come and find
His yoke is easy, His burden light.
He is able; He will restore at the table of the Lord.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

On the night of his betrayal

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our sins, as we forgive
those who sin against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come and know Christ, broken and poured out for you.

The congregation may be seated.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT

We welcome you to the Lord’s table. Please fill out a communion card and hand to an usher or
place in the box at back of sanctuary. Today we receive the sacrament at the altar rail. Please
come forward at the direction of the ushers. Gluten-free wafers and grape juice are available at
the center aisle. Return to your seats by the side aisle. If you do not wish to come forward for
communion, please let an usher know and a communion pack will be brought to you.

The congregation may stand.

BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Gracious God, in you we live and move and have our being. With your word and this meal of grace,
you have nourished our life together. Strengthen us to show your love and serve the world in
Jesus’ name. Amen.

BENEDICTION
The God of all, who raised Jesus from the dead, bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit to live in
the new creation. Amen.



SENDING HYMN Crown Him with Many Crowns
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Text: Matthew Bridges, 1800-1894, sts. 1-3, 5; Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903, st. 4
Music: DIADEMATA, George J. Elvey, 1816-1893

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23029.
Hymns and service music reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709485.
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THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S

SUNDAY, MAY 21 - Seventh Sunday of Easter

9:30 AM Worship Celebration

11:00 AM VBS Planning

MONDAY, MAY 22

9:00 AM Preschool Graduation
10:30 AM Preschool Graduation
12:30 PM Preschool Graduation

6:30 PM Girl Scouts

7:30 PM Optimist Club of Boyertown
TUESDAY, MAY 23

9:00 AM Preschool Graduation

1:00 PM Joyful Sisters of Service
6:30 PM Building a Better Boyertown

WEDNESDAY, MAY 24
Preschool Field Day
THURSDAY, MAY 25
Operation 143 Delivery

10:00 AM Chestnut Knoll Service w/Holy Communion
8:00 PM Worship Broadcast

FRIDAY, MAY 26

7:00 AM Men’s Small Group Bible Study
SATURDAY, MAY 27

4:30 PM Come to the Table

SUNDAY, MAY 28 — Day of Pentecost

9:30 AM Worship Celebration ‘Affirmation of Baptism’

Sanctuary
Lower Level

Sanctuary/Lower Level
Sanctuary/Lower Level
Sanctuary/Lower Level
Fellowship Hall

Lower Level

Sanctuary/Lower Level

Conference Room
Lower Level

Chestnut Knoll
Comcast Ch 28

Telephone Conference

Fellowship Hall/Parking Lot

Sanctuary




GUESTS are always welcome to the Table!

MEMBERS (two types)
Voting & Non-voting

KEEPING MEMBERSHIP SIMPLE

The only way you can ever be removed from the membership roll at St.
John's, or any ELCA congregation:

® You request a transfer

e  You ask to be removed

e  You depart this life

Voting members must make a record of having:

e  Filled out a communion card and received the Lord’s Supper ONE time
per year

o  Contributed ONE time per year, making sure your name is included



PURPOSE STATEMENT

We believe God’s purpose for the people of St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is to
develop joy-filled children of God who love the Lord and share God’s Word.

We do this by:

=  Maintaining a trusting and welcoming environment.

= Praying daily.
= Reading scripture regularly.

= Sharing our faith through action-based service.

= Encouraging holy conversations.
=  Feeding our faith with music.

With a focus on:

= Activities that build relationships.
=  Worship that is relevant.

=  Meeting the needs of the vulnerable in our community.

Pastor Bob Machamer

Kay Christman, Finance Team

Sue Grofe, Finance Team

Donnie Heimbach, Property

Bonnie Moatz, Finance Team

Shannon Omlor, Communications Coordinator
Madison Robb, Intern

Linda Rohrbach, Treasurer

Becky Scheiry, Parish Administrator

Amy Willson, Preschool Director

bmachamer@stjohnsboyertown.org
financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org
financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org

financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org
somlor@stjohnsboyertown.org
intern@stjohnsboyertown.org
treasurer@stjohnsboyertown.org
parishadmin@stjohnsboyertown.org
awillson@stjohnsboyertown.org
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45 N. Reading Avenue | Boyertown, PA 19512
610.369.1024 | fax 610.369.1463
stjohnsboyertown.org

OYERTOWN Office Hours | Monday-Thursday 8:30am - 3:30pm | Friday 8:30am - 12:00pm



