
 

 

 

May 28, 2023 | 9:30 am 

DAY OF PENTECOST 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As children of God and disciples of Christ seeking peace and 
justice in the world, we welcome, affirm, and include all people 
into the fullness of God’s love. We celebrate and lift up people 
of all races, cultures, ages, sexual orientations, gender 
identities, physical or mental abilities, economic statuses, 
political affiliation, appearances, family status, and citizenship 
as equally loved and valued in the eyes of God and in this place. 
All are invited to join this community as we worship God, grow 
in faith, and strive to love and serve one another. 

All, without exception, are welcome in this place. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Acolyte Delaney Hersperger Altar Guild Mary Kay Heimbach, Bonnie Moatz 

Altar Assistants Bev & Joe Blake Media Shannon Omlor 

Lector Lori Carnes Sound Brianna Rohrbach 

Prayers Jean Machamer Video Justin Jones 

Musician Emily Wambold (vocals) 

Ushers Bev & Joe Blake, Bently Rick, RJ Rick 

Flowers given in loving memory of Phyllis Rohrbach by Bill Rohrbach & family and Michele Frey & family; 
and by Boyertown American Legion Post 0471. 

WELCOME 
You are a blessing to us, and we’re glad you’re here today! 

NEW HERE? 

Please do not feel obligated to contribute an offering - you are our guest! Rather, please ask an usher for 
a Let’s Get Acquainted card and drop it in the offering plate. 

Restrooms are located on the same level as the sanctuary. Exit the back of the sanctuary, turn left into 
Parish House, turn left again at ramp and continue midway down hallway. Restrooms are on the right. 

Gluten-free communion wafers and grape juice are available at the center aisle. 

WHERE DO MY KIDS GO? 
Children are always welcome to worship. Children’s Sunday Church School is offered for children ages 3 
through 6th grade and is held during the school year (September – May). 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
The importance of prayer is affirmed throughout the Bible. As a church we are committed to pray - your 
needs are important to us. Prayer request cards can be obtained from an usher and may be filled out and 
dropped in the offering plate. 

GATHERING TIMES 

Sunday | 9:30 am | Sanctuary 
Worship Celebration with Holy Communion 
Livestream on YouTube (St John’s ELC Boyertown) 

Thursday | 8:00 pm 
Service Broadcast on Comcast Channel 28 

GET CONNECTED 

Connect with God, each other and our 
community! Follow us on Facebook, 
YouTube and Instagram! 

  



 

 

Day of Pentecost 

Pentecost derives its name from the Jewish festival celebrating the 
harvest and the giving of the law on Mount Sinai fifty days after 

Passover. Fifty days after Easter, we celebrate the Holy Spirit as God’s 
presence within and among us. In Acts the Spirit arrives in rushing wind 
and flame, bringing God’s presence to all people. Paul reminds us that 
though we each have different capacities, we are unified in the Spirit 
that equips us with these gifts. Jesus breathes the Holy Spirit on his 

disciples, empowering them to forgive sin. We celebrate that we too are given the breath of the 
Holy Spirit and sent out to proclaim God’s redeeming love to all the world. 

 

 

PRELUDE 

VIDEO 

WELCOME 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

The congregation may stand. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, by whose hand we are given new birth, by whose speaking 
we are given new life. Amen. 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are welcomed, restored, and supported as citizens 
of the new creation. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

Holy God, holy and merciful, holy and mighty, you are the river of life, you are the everlasting 
wellspring. 

In mercy and might you have freed us from death and raised us with Jesus, the firstborn of the 
dead. In baptismal waters our old life is washed away, and in them we are born anew. 

Glory to you for oceans and lakes, for rivers and streams. Honor to you for waters that wash us 
clean, quench our thirst, and nurture both crops and creatures. Praise to you for the life-giving 
water of baptism, the outpouring of the Spirit of the new creation. 

Wash away our sin and all that separates us from you. Empower our witness to your 
resurrection. Strengthen our resolve in seeking justice for all. 



 

 

Satisfy the world’s need through this living water. Where drought dries the earth, bring 
refreshment. Where despair prevails, grant hope. Where chaos reigns, bring peace. We ask this 
through Christ, who with you and the Spirit reigns forever. Amen. 

GATHERING HYMN            O Holy Spirit, Root of Life ELW 399 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all.  And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. 
O God, on this day you open the hearts of your faithful people by sending into us your Holy 
Spirit. Direct us by the light of that Spirit, that we may have a right judgment in all things and 
rejoice at all times in your peace, through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 



 

 

Change My Heart, O God 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The congregation may be seated. 

FIRST READING                 Acts 2:1-21 

Pentecost was a Jewish harvest festival that marked the fiftieth day after Passover. Luke portrays the Holy Spirit being 
poured out upon the disciples before the gathered and astonished people assembled in Jerusalem for the festival. 

Filled with the Spirit, the disciples were able to witness to the power of Christ’s resurrection. 

1When the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were all together in one place. 2And 
suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire 
house where they were sitting. 3Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue 
rested on each of them. 4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other 
languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 5Now there were devout Jews from every nation under 
heaven living in Jerusalem. 6And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because 
each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. 7Amazed and astonished, they 
asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 8And how is it that we hear, each of us, in 
our own native language? 9Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and 
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to 
Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11Cretans and Arabs—in our own 
languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” 12All were amazed and 
perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” 13But others sneered and said, “They 



 

 

are filled with new wine.” 14But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed 
them, “Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I 
say. 15Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. 16No, 
this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 17‘In the last days it will be, God declares, that 
I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your 
young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams. 18Even upon my slaves, both 
men and women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. 19And I will show 
portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 20The 
sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord’s great and 
glorious day. 21Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ ” 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

SECOND READING       1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 

Paul is helping the Corinthians understand the relationship between our God-given unity and Spirit-created diversity. 
The Spirit creates the unity of faith and gives all Christians diverse gifts for the common benefit of all. We need one 
another’s diverse spiritual gifts because the same Spirit has given them to each person for the common good. 

3bNo one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit. 4Now there are varieties of gifts, but 
the same Spirit; 5and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; 6and there are varieties of 
activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone. 7To each is given the 
manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 8To one is given through the Spirit the utterance 
of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, 9to another 
faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10to another the working of 
miracles, to another prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of 
tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 11All these are activated by one and the same 
Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses. 12For just as the body is one 
and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is 
with Christ. 13For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or 
free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

The congregation may stand. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Alleluia, alleluia, 
Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia! 



 

 

GOSPEL READING 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John. Glory to you O Lord.      John 20:19-23 

The risen Jesus appears to his disciples, offering them a benediction, a commission, and the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where 
the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and 
said, “Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the 
disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the 
Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to 
them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain 
the sins of any, they are retained.” 

The gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
The congregation may be seated. 

SERMON  Pastor Bob Machamer 

 

 

The congregation may stand. 

HYMN OF THE DAY Lord, Be Glorified ELW 744 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

SERVICE OF AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM 

Luke Stofflet 

Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for Luke, one with us in the body of Christ, 
who is making public affirmation of his baptism. 

I present Luke, who desires to make public affirmation of his baptism. 

Let us pray. 
Merciful God, we thank you for Luke, whom you have made your own by water and the Word in 
baptism. You have called him to yourself, enlightened him with the gifts of your Spirit, and 
nourished him in the community of faith. Uphold your servants in the gifts and promises of 
baptism, and unite the hearts of all whom you have brought to new birth. We ask this in the name 
of Christ. Amen. 

The congregation may stand. 

PROFESSION OF FAITH 

I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church. 

Do you renounce the devil and all forces that defy God? 
I renounce them. 

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 
I renounce them. 

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 
I renounce them. 

Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 



 

 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. 

AFFIRMATION 
You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the covenant God 
made with you in holy baptism: 
 to live among God’s faithful people, 
 to hear his Word and share in his supper, 
 to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through the word and deed, 
 to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, 
 and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth? 

Each person responds: 
I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 

People of God, do you promise to support Luke and pray for him in his life in Christ? 
We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 

Let us pray. 
We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give us new birth, cleanse 
us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. Stir up in your children the gift of your Holy Spirit: the 
spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and 
the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever. Amen. 

Let us rejoice with this child of God, Luke. 
We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. Together we will give thanks and praise to God and 
proclaim the good news to all the world. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The congregation may kneel. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the world, and all in 
need. 

Passionate God, you sent your Spirit through the gifts of fire, wind, and word. As you equipped 
the disciples for their work, equip us to bring the good news to all those who long for you. Hear 
us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

Restoring God, wind and flame bring life and destruction throughout the world. We pray for those 
who work with wind energy, for migratory birds, for protection for lands facing destructive fire, 
for forestry managers and firefighters. Renew the face of the earth. Hear us, O God. Your mercy 
is great. 

Ever-present God, your spirit embraces all. Send your spirit of understanding to immigrants, 
refugees, and any experiencing language barriers. Bless the work of translators, ESL teachers, 
ambassadors, and international peace organizations. Safely guide those fleeing war and danger. 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

Merciful God, you anoint us with your spirit. Bless nurses, doctors, midwives, chaplains, 
counselors, and hospice workers as they care for those in need. We pray for all who seek your 
comfort. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

Generous God, you impart a variety of gifts. Set aflame the desire to learn from one another, 
especially those who differ from us. Make your presence known through missionaries, peace 
workers, and through the outreach ministries of our synod and community. Hear us, O God. Your 
mercy is great. 

Please verbally add your personal prayer requests. 

Life-giving God, we give thanks for those who have died to new life in you. As we observe 
Memorial Day, we remember those who died in military service. Comfort all who mourn, and 
usher in a world where war is no more. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to you, almighty and 
eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. Amen. 

 

 

 



 

 

The congregation may be seated. 

OFFERING MUSIC 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Generous God, in this meal you offer your very self. We give thanks for these gifts of the earth. In 
the breaking of this bread reveal to us the Risen One. In the pouring of this wine pour us out in 
service to the world; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The congregation may stand. 

COMMUNION MUSIC  The Table Chris Tomlin 
I will feast at the table of the Lord. 
I will feast at the table of the Lord. 

I won’t hunger anymore at His table. 

Come all you weary, come and find 
His yoke is easy, His burden light. 

He is able; He will restore at the table of the Lord. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
On the night of his betrayal 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who sin against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come and know Christ, broken and poured out for you. 

 



 

 

The congregation may be seated. 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT 
We welcome you to the Lord’s table. Please fill out a communion card and hand to an usher or 
place in the box at back of sanctuary. Today we receive the sacrament at the altar rail. Please 
come forward at the direction of the ushers. Gluten-free wafers and grape juice are available at 
the center aisle. Return to your seats by the side aisle. If you do not wish to come forward for 
communion, please let an usher know and a communion pack will be brought to you. 

The congregation may stand. 

BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  Amen. 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
Gracious God, in you we live and move and have our being. With your word and this meal of grace, 
you have nourished our life together. Strengthen us to show your love and serve the world in 
Jesus’ name. Amen. 

BENEDICTION 
The God of all, who raised Jesus from the dead, bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit to live in 
the new creation. Amen. 

SENDING HYMN Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling ELW 582 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE 
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Scan the QR Code with your phone’s 
camera to connect to our website and view 

more of what’s happening at St. John’s! 

THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S 
 

SUNDAY, MAY 28 – Day of Pentecost 

9:30 AM Worship Celebration ‘Affirmation of Baptism’ 
Reception following in Lower Level 

Sanctuary 

MONDAY, MAY 29 – Memorial Day 

Office Closed   

TUESDAY, MAY 30 

   

WEDNESDAY, MAY 31 

 

THURSDAY, JUNE 1 

Synod Assembly 

10:00 AM Chestnut Knoll Service w/Holy Communion Chestnut Knoll  

8:00 PM Worship Broadcast Comcast Ch 28  

FRIDAY, JUNE 2 

Synod Assembly 

7:00 AM Men’s Small Group Bible Study Telephone Conference 

SATURDAY, JUNE 3 

Synod Assembly 

4:30 PM Come to the Table Fellowship Hall/Parking Lot 

SUNDAY, JUNE 4 – The Holy Trinity 

9:30 AM Worship Celebration Sanctuary 

1:00 PM Facility Use Lower Level 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

PURPOSE STATEMENT 
 

We believe God’s purpose for the people of St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is to 
develop joy-filled children of God who love the Lord and share God’s Word. 

We do this by: 

▪ Maintaining a trusting and welcoming environment. 
▪ Praying daily. 
▪ Reading scripture regularly. 
▪ Sharing our faith through action-based service. 
▪ Encouraging holy conversations. 
▪ Feeding our faith with music. 

With a focus on: 

▪ Activities that build relationships. 
▪ Worship that is relevant. 
▪ Meeting the needs of the vulnerable in our community. 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Bob Machamer 
Pastor Bob Machamer 

bmachamer@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Kay Christman, Finance Team financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Sue Grofe, Finance Team financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Donnie Heimbach, Property  

Bonnie Moatz, Finance Team financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Shannon Omlor, Communications Coordinator somlor@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Madison Robb, Intern intern@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Linda Rohrbach, Treasurer treasurer@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Becky Scheiry, Parish Administrator parishadmin@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Amy Willson, Preschool Director awillson@stjohnsboyertown.org 

45 N. Reading Avenue | Boyertown, PA 19512 
610.369.1024 | fax 610.369.1463 

stjohnsboyertown.org 
Office Hours | Monday-Thursday 8:30am - 3:30pm | Friday 8:30am - 12:00pm 


