September 3,2023 | 9:30 am
FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

As children of God and disciples of Christ seeking peace and
justice in the world, we welcome, affirm, and include all people
into the fullness of God'’s love. We celebrate and lift up people
of all races, cultures, ages, sexual orientations, gender
identities, physical or mental abilities, economic statuses,
political affiliation, appearances, family status, and citizenship
as equally loved and valued in the eyes of God and in this place.
All are invited to join this community as we worship God, grow
in faith, and strive to love and serve one another.

All, without exception, are welcome in this place.
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WELCOME

You are a blessing to us, and we’re glad you’re here today!

NEW HERE?

Please do not feel obligated to contribute an offering - you are our guest! Rather, please ask an usher for
a Let’s Get Acquainted card and drop it in the offering plate.

Restrooms are located on the same level as the sanctuary. Exit the back of the sanctuary, turn left into
Parish House, turn left again at ramp and continue midway down hallway. Restrooms are on the right.

Gluten-free communion wafers and grape juice are available at the center aisle.

WHERE DO MY KIDS GO?

Children are always welcome to worship. Children’s Sunday Church School is offered for children ages 3
through 6th grade and is held during the school year (September — May).

PRAYER REQUESTS

The importance of prayer is affirmed throughout the Bible. As a church we are committed to pray - your
needs are important to us. Prayer request cards can be obtained from an usher and may be filled out and
dropped in the offering plate.

GATHERING TIMES GET CONNECTED
Sunday | 9:30 am | Sanctuary Connect with God, each other and our
Worship Celebration with Holy Communion community! Follow us on Facebook,
Livestream on YouTube (St John’s ELC Boyertown) YouTube and Instagram!
Thursday | 8:00 pm @ °
Service Broadcast on Comcast Channel 98 “ m

SERVING IN WORSHIP

Acolyte Delaney Hersperger Altar Guild Dorothy & Walter Breitkreutz

Altar Assistants  Bev & Joe Blake Media Jason Friz

Lector Brian Moatz Sound Myles Omlor

Prayers Susan & Andy Varzally Video Camryn Friz

Musicians Chris Mervine (organ recording), Emily Wambold (vocals)

Ushers Susan & Andy Varzally, Sandy & Terry Wade

Flowers given in loving memory of Daniel and Betty Bause on their anniversary
by their daughter, Martha Endy.



Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost

The prophet Jeremiah speaks of the incurable wound of his suffering yet finds
in God’s words the delight of his heart. When Peter doesn’t grasp Jesus’ words
about suffering, Jesus tells the disciples they will find their lives in losing them.
Such sacrificial love is described by Paul when he urges us to associate with the
lowly and not repay evil with evil. In worship we gather as a community that
we might offer ourselves for the sake of our suffering world.

PRELUDE
WELCOME
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

The congregation may stand.

Blessed be God, the one who forms us, Jesus who bears the cross, the Spirit who makes our joy
complete. Amen.

Let us bow before God in humility, confessing our sin.

Steadfast and faithful God, you have revealed the ways of justice, yet we fail to follow you. We
are overwhelmed by the world’s violence and suffering. We are afraid to risk what we have for
the sake of others. For the harm we have caused, known and unknown, forgive us. For the
unjust demands we place on others and your creation, forgive us. For the ways we turn away
from you and our neighbor, forgive us. Lead us back to you and set us on the right path; in the
name of Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

Beloved in Christ, God’s justice stretches beyond all understanding. God’s compassion is beyond
compare. In Jesus, God is always making a new way for us. In Christ, you are already and always
forgiven. Amen.



GATHERING HYMN For the Beauty of the Earth ELW 879
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1 For the beau-ty of the earth, for the beau-ty of the skies,
2 For the won-der of each hour of the day and of the night,
3 For the joy of ear and eye, for the heart and mind’s de - light,
4 For the joy of hu-man love, broth-er, sis - ter, par - ent, child,
5 For each per-fect gift of thine, peace on earth and joy in heav'n;
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for the love which from our birth o-ver and a-round us lies:
hill and vale and tree and flow’r, sun and moon and stars of light:
for the mys-tic har-mo -ny link-ing sense to sound and sight:
friends on  earth and friends a - bove; for all gen - tle thoughts and mild:
for thy - self, best gift di- vine, to our world so free - ly giv'n:

Refrain
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Christ, our God, to thee we raise this our sac-ri- fice of praise.

Q|

| | i

| 188

_
—F
i P

| 1NN
TTe
T
| 10N
, S

Text: Folliott S. Pierpoint, 1835-1917, alt.
Music: DIX, Conrad Kocher, 1786-1872

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all. And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering for the sake of the world.
Humble us by his example, point us to the path of obedience, and give us strength to follow
your commands, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.



Change My Heart, O God
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Change my heart, O  God: make it ev-er true.
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Change my heart, O  God; may I be like you,
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You are the pot - ter I am the clay.
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Mold me and make  me; this is what 1 pray.

b. 1953
{EART, Eddie Espinosa
1982 Mercy/Vineyeard Publishing, admin. Music Services

Text: Eddie Espinosa
Music:
Text and music ©

The congregation may be seated.
FIRST READING Jeremiah 15:15-21

Jeremiah’s delight in the word of the Lorp is contradicted by the heaviness of God’s hand upon him and God’s seeming
unfaithfulness. God’s tough love to Jeremiah says that if he repents, he will be allowed to continue in his strenuous
ministry. Jeremiah is strengthened by the simple words, “I am with you.”

150 Lorp, you know; remember me and visit me, and bring down retribution for me on my
persecutors. In your forbearance do not take me away; know that on your account | suffer insult.
8Your words were found, and | ate them, and your words became to me a joy and the delight of
my heart; for | am called by your name, O LORD, God of hosts. *’I did not sit in the company of
merrymakers, nor did | rejoice; under the weight of your hand | sat alone, for you had filled me
with indignation. ¥¥Why is my pain unceasing, my wound incurable, refusing to be healed? Truly,
you are to me like a deceitful brook, like waters that fail. 1*Therefore thus says the LoRD: If you
turn back, | will take you back, and you shall stand before me. If you utter what is precious, and
not what is worthless, you shall serve as my mouth. It is they who will turn to you, not you who
will turn to them. 2°And | will make you to this people a fortified wall of bronze; they will fight
against you, but they shall not prevail over you, for | am with you to save you and deliver you,
says the LORD. 2| will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked, and redeem you from the grasp
of the ruthless.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



SECOND READING Romans 12:9-21

Paul presents benchmarks for faithful relationships with Christians and non-Christians. Love is the unflagging standard
of our behavior. When we encounter evil, we do not resort to its tactics but seek to overcome it with good. While
Christians cannot control the actions and attitudes of others, we seek to live at peace with all people.

‘Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; *°love one another with mutual
affection; outdo one another in showing honor. Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the
Lord. ?Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. *Contribute to the needs of
the saints; extend hospitality to strangers. 1*Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse
them. °Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. ‘®Live in harmony with one
another; do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you
are. VDo not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. *8If it
is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. °Beloved, never avenge yourselves,
but leave room for the wrath of God; for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, | will repay, says the
Lord.” ®No, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to
drink; for by doing this you will heap burning coals on their heads.” 2:Do not be overcome by evil,
but overcome evil with good.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
The congregation may stand.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia,

Lord, to whom shall we go?

You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL READING
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. Glory to you O Lord. Matthew 16:21-28

After Peter confesses that Jesus is “the Messiah, the Son of the living God” (16:16), Jesus reveals the ultimate purpose
of his ministry. These words prove hard to accept, even for a disciple whom Jesus has called a “rock.”

2IErom that time on, [after Peter confessed that Jesus was the Messiah,] Jesus began to show his
disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and
chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. 22And Peter took him aside
and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you.” 2°But he
turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; for you are
setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 2*Then Jesus told his disciples, “If
any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow



me. °For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake
will find it. 2For what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what
will they give in return for their life? ?“For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory
of his Father, and then he will repay everyone for what has been done. ®Truly | tell you, there are
some standing here who will not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his
kingdom.”

The gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
The congregation may be seated.
SERMON Pastor Bob Machamer

The congregation may stand.



HYMN OF THE DAY

Will You Come and Follow Me
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1 “Will you come and fol - low me if I but  call
2 “Will you leave your - self be - hind if I but  call
3 “Will you  let the blind - ed see if | but  call
4 “Will you love the  you you hide if I but  call
5 Lord, your sum - mons ech - oes true when you but call
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your name? Will  you go where  you don’t
your name? Will  you care for cruel and
your name? Will  you set the pris - ’ners
your name? Will you  quell the fear in -
my name. Let me turn and fol - low
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know and nev - er be the same?
kind  and nev - er be the same?
free and nev. - er be the same?
side and nev. - er be the same?
you and nev - er be the same.
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Will you  let my love  be shown, will you let my
Will you risk the hos - tile stare, should your life at -
Will you kiss the lep - er clean, and do such as
Will you use the faith you’ve found to re - shape the
In your com - pa - ny rn go where your love and
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name be known, will  you let my life be
tract or scare? Will  you let me an - swer
this un - seen, and ad - mit to what 1
world a - round, through my  sight and  touch and
foot - steps show. Thus T'll  move and  live and
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grown in you and  you in me?”
pray’r in you and  you in me?”
mean  in you and  you in e?”
sound in you and  you in me?”
grow  in you and  you in me.

Text: John L. Bell, b. 1949

Music: KELVINGROVE, Scottish traditional
Text © 1987 Iona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.
www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The congregation may kneel.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Remembering the caring and generous works of God, we pray for the church, creation, and the
needs of our neighbors.

God of life, your words are the joy at the heart of your church. Draw the seeker to you, place
messages of hope and healing in the mouths of your witnesses, and open your children to your
truth when we stumble. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God of steadfast love, renew the earth by your Spirit, that lands and oceans reveal the beauty of
your creation. Challenge us to live humbly and peaceably as part of your world. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

God of patience, lead those who govern to hold fast to what is good. Guide them to show honor
to the people in their care. Overcome evil in all nations and grant peace to peoples and places
mired in conflict. Merciful God, receive our prayer.



God of deliverance, remember all who are suffering, lonely, and in pain. Liberate your people
being insulted, persecuted, or in the grasp of the ruthless. Give endurance to workers who
persevere on this Labor Day and insure fair wages and safe working environments. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

God of justice, equip this congregation to boldly follow you in uncertain times and to remain
faithful in prayer when facing challenges. Show us how best to love and care for one another and
our communities. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Please verbally add your personal prayer requests

God of glory, we give thanks for the saints who now dwell with you in splendor. Nurture us in faith
until the day we join their heavenly song. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these and the prayers of our heart,
trusting in your compassion made known through Jesus Christ. Amen.

The congregation may be seated.
OFFERING MUSIC
OFFERING PRAYER

God of power, God of plenty, all things belong to you. We bring your gifts to the table, that all
might be fed. Form us into the body of your Beloved, Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

The congregation may stand.

COMMUNION MUSIC The Table Chris Tomlin
| will feast at the table of the Lord.
| will feast at the table of the Lord.

| won’t hunger anymore at His table.

Come all you weary, come and find
His yoke is easy, His burden light.
He is able; He will restore at the table of the Lord.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

On the night of his betrayal

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our sins, as we forgive
those who sin against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Jesus invites you to this table. Come, eat and live.

The congregation may be seated.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT

All without exception, are welcome at the table of God’s grace and love. Please fill out a
communion card and hand to an usher or place in the box at back of sanctuary. Today we receive
the sacrament at the altar rail. Please come forward at the direction of the ushers. Gluten-free
wafers and grape juice are available at the center aisle. Return to your seats by the side aisle. If
you do not wish to come forward for communion, please let an usher know and a communion pack
will be brought to you.

The congregation may stand.

BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Blessed be your name, O God, for we have feasted on your Word, Christ Jesus, the joy and delight
of our hearts. Strengthened by this food, send us to gather the world to your banquet, where
none are left out and all are satisfied. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

BENEDICTION
The God of glory, Jesus Christ, name above all names, and the Spirit who lives in you, bless you
now and forever. Amen.



SENDING HYMN Let Streams of Living Justice

1 Let streams of liv-ing jus - tice flow down up - on  the earth;
2 For heal - ing of the na - tions, for peace that will not end,
3 Your ci - ty’s built to mu - sic; we are the stones you seek;
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give free-dom’s light to cap - tives, let all the poor have worth.
for love that makes us lov - ers, God grantus grace to mend.
your har - mo - ny 1is lan - guage; we  are the words you speak.
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The hun - gry’s hands are plead -ing, the work - ers claim their rights,
Weave our var - ied gifts to- geth - er; knitour lives as they are spun;
Our faith we find in ser - vice, our hope in oth - ers’ dreams,
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the mourn-ers long for laugh - ter, the  blind-ed seek for sight.
on your loom of time en - roll us till our thread of life is run.
our love in hand of neigh - bor; our home-land bright-ly gleams.
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Make lib - er -ty a bea - con, strike down the i - ron pow’s;
O great weav - er of our fab - ric, bind church andworld in  one;
In - scribe our hearts with jus - tice; your way—the path un - tried;
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a - bol - ish an-cient ven-geance: pro - claim your peo-ple’s hour.

dye our tex - ture with your ra - diance, light our col - ors with your sun.
your  truth—the heart of strang-er;  your life—the Cru - ci - fied.

Text: William Whitla, b. 1934
Music: THAXTED, Gustav Holst, 1874-1934
Text © 1989 William Whitla.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. God is at work in you. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23029.
Hymns and service music reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709485.
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THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 3 — Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost

9:30 AM Worship Celebration Sanctuary

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 4 — Labor Day

Office Closed

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 5

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 6

10:00 AM Preschool Open House Preschool

1:00 PM Preschool Open House Preschool

6:30 PM Worship Team Conference Room
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 7

10:00 AM Preschool Open House Preschool

10:00 AM Chestnut Knoll Service Chestnut Knoll

8:00 PM Worship Broadcast Comcast Ch 98

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 8

7:00 AM Men’s Small Group Bible Study Telephone Conference
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 9

4:30 PM Come to the Table Fellowship Hall/Parking Lot
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 10 - Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost

9:00 AM Coffee & Conversation Lower Level

9:30 AM Worship Celebration Sanctuary

1:00 PM Potato Project Becker’s St. Peter’s Church

Scan the QR Code with your phone’s camera to
connect to our website and view more of
what’s happening at St. John’s!
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SUMMER

LEARNING

Becoming Barnabas - A Ministry of Coming Alongside
by Robert E. Logan & Tara Miller
(2 sessions) Tuesday, September 19 and 26 at 6:30 pm

DESCRIPTION & REGISTRATION
ON OUR WEBSITE

it's harvest
time!

POTAT@PROIJECT,
SUNDAY,
SEPTEMBER 10 @ 1:00PM

Becker's St. Peter's
Lutheran Church

265 Maidencreek Rd, Fleetwood

register online




PURPOSE STATEMENT

We believe God’s purpose for the people of St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is to
develop joy-filled children of God who love the Lord and share God’s Word.

We do this by:

Maintaining a trusting and welcoming environment.
Praying daily.

Reading scripture regularly.

Sharing our faith through action-based service.
Encouraging holy conversations.

Feeding our faith with music.

With a focus on:

Activities that build relationships.

Worship that is relevant.
Meeting the needs of the vulnerable in our community.

Pastor Bob Machamer bmachamer@stjohnsboyertown.org
Kay Christman, Finance Team financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org
Sue Grofe, Finance Team financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org
Donnie Heimbach, Property
Bonnie Moatz, Finance Team financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org
Shannon Omlor, Communications Coordinator somlor@stjohnsboyertown.org
Linda Rohrbach, Treasurer treasurer@stjohnsboyertown.org
Becky Scheiry, Parish Administrator parishadmin@stjohnsboyertown.org
Renae Walther, Director of Preschool Ministry preschool@stjohnsboyertown.org
/K( 45 N. Reading Avenue | Boyertown, PA 19512

610.369.1024 | fax 610.369.1463

J7 stjohnsboyertown.org
rj/j?@ Office Hours | Monday-Thursday 8:30am - 3:30pm | Friday 8:30am - 12:00pm

OYERTOWN



