
 

 

 

September 10, 2023 | 9:30 am 

FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As children of God and disciples of Christ seeking peace and 
justice in the world, we welcome, affirm, and include all people 
into the fullness of God’s love. We celebrate and lift up people 
of all races, cultures, ages, sexual orientations, gender 
identities, physical or mental abilities, economic statuses, 
political affiliation, appearances, family status, and citizenship 
as equally loved and valued in the eyes of God and in this place. 
All are invited to join this community as we worship God, grow 
in faith, and strive to love and serve one another. 

All, without exception, are welcome in this place. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Acolyte Alina Friz Altar Guild Shirley Hartman, Sue Hill 

Altar Assistants Michele & Dave Eidle Media Sarah Eidle 

Lector Amy Moyer Sound Ashley Gheer 

Prayers Friz Family Video Justin Jones 

Musicians Chris Mervine (organ), Emily Wambold (vocals) 

Ushers Ashley Gheer, John Gheer, Darin Moyer, Kevin Moyer 

WELCOME 
You are a blessing to us, and we’re glad you’re here today! 

NEW HERE? 

Please do not feel obligated to contribute an offering - you are our guest! Rather, please ask an usher for 
a Let’s Get Acquainted card and drop it in the offering plate. 

Restrooms are located on the same level as the sanctuary. Exit the back of the sanctuary, turn left into 
Parish House, turn left again at ramp and continue midway down hallway. Restrooms are on the right. 

Gluten-free communion wafers and grape juice are available at the center aisle. 

WHERE DO MY KIDS GO? 
Children are always welcome to worship. Children’s Sunday Church School is offered for children ages 3 
through 6th grade and is held during the school year (September – May). 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
The importance of prayer is affirmed throughout the Bible. As a church we are committed to pray - your 
needs are important to us. Prayer request cards can be obtained from an usher and may be filled out and 
dropped in the offering plate. 

GATHERING TIMES 

Sunday | 9:30 am | Sanctuary 
Worship Celebration with Holy Communion 
Livestream on YouTube (St John’s ELC Boyertown) 

Thursday | 8:00 pm 
Service Broadcast on Comcast Channel 98 

GET CONNECTED 

Connect with God, each other and our 
community! Follow us on Facebook, 
YouTube and Instagram! 

  



 

 

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Conflict is a part of relationships and life in community. Jesus’ words in today's 
gospel are often used in situations having to do with church discipline. The 
prophet Ezekiel tells of warning the wicked to turn from their ways, and Paul 
reminds us that love is the fulfilling of the law. We gather in the name of Christ, 
assured that he is present among us with gifts of peace and reconciliation. 

 

 

PRELUDE 

WELCOME 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

The congregation may stand. 

Blessed be God, the one who forms us, Jesus who bears the cross, the Spirit who makes our joy 
complete. Amen. 

Let us bow before God in humility, confessing our sin. Steadfast and faithful God, you have 
revealed the ways of justice, yet we fail to follow you. We are overwhelmed by the world’s 
violence and suffering. We are afraid to risk what we have for the sake of others. For the harm 
we have caused, known and unknown, forgive us. For the unjust demands we place on others 
and your creation, forgive us. For the ways we turn away from you and our neighbor, forgive 
us. Lead us back to you and set us on the right path; in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 

Beloved in Christ, God’s justice stretches beyond all understanding. God’s compassion is beyond 
compare. In Jesus, God is always making a new way for us. In Christ, you are already and always 
forgiven. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

GATHERING HYMN           As We Gather at Your Table ELW 522 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all. And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  
O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy. Without your help, we 
mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is harmful, and lead us toward all that gives 
life and salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

 



 

 

Change My Heart, O God 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The congregation may be seated. 

FIRST READING         Ezekiel 33:7-11 

God appointed Ezekiel as a sentinel for the house of Israel. Ezekiel must faithfully convey God’s warnings to the people. 
Remarkably, God—who is about to attack Jerusalem—gives a warning with the hope that repentance will make the 

attack unnecessary. 

7So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear a word from 
my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8If I say to the wicked, “O wicked ones, you shall 
surely die,” and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from their ways, the wicked shall die 
in their iniquity, but their blood I will require at your hand. 9But if you warn the wicked to turn 
from their ways, and they do not turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but 
you will have saved your life. 10Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel, Thus you have said: 
“Our transgressions and our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of them; how then 
can we live?” 11Say to them, As I live, says the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of the 
wicked, but that the wicked turn from their ways and live; turn back, turn back from your evil 
ways; for why will you die, O house of Israel? 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 



 

 

SECOND READING                                  Romans 13:8-14 

The obligation of Christians is to love one another and so fulfill the heart and goal of the law. Clothes make the person 
as we “put on the Lord Jesus Christ” and live today in light of the future God has in store for us. 

8Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has fulfilled the 
law. 9The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not 
steal; You shall not covet”; and any other commandment, are summed up in this word, “Love your 
neighbor as yourself.” 10Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the 
law. 11Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from 
sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12the night is far gone, 
the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13let us 
live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and 
licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make 
no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 
The congregation may stand. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Alleluia, alleluia, 
Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia! 

 

GOSPEL READING 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. Glory to you O Lord.                         Matthew 18:15-20 

Jesus offers practical advice to his disciples on how individuals—and the church as a whole—should go about restoring 
relationships when one member has sinned against another. 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15“If another member of the church sins against you, go and point out 
the fault when the two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, you have regained that 
one. 16But if you are not listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every word 
may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17If the member refuses to listen to 
them, tell it to the church; and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one 
be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 18Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be 
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 19Again, truly I tell 



 

 

you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in 
heaven. 20For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.” 

The gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

The congregation may be seated. 

SERMON  Pastor Bob Machamer 

 

The congregation may stand. 

HYMN OF THE DAY God, When Human Bonds Are Broken ELW 603 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
           and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The congregation may kneel. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Remembering the caring and generous works of God, we pray for the church, creation, and the 
needs of our neighbors. 

Hold us accountable, O God. Show your church where repentance is needed and lead us in paths 
of intentional compassion and listening. Help us extend hands of reconciliation and care, 
especially in relationships with other Christians and people of other faiths. Merciful God, receive 
our prayer. 

Reveal your miracles to us, O God. Move us to cherish you as we behold the wonders of creation. 
Renew the seas and the soil, the forests and the creatures that live in them. Turn us to ways of 
living that seek Earth’s thriving. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

Inspire us to lead with honor, O God. Guide judges and legislators, police, and government officials 
to create and uphold just laws. Move us to treat all people with dignity and guide our 
conversations with one another. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 



 

 

Help us comfort those who suffer, O God. Reassure any who are harmed by the wicked acts of 
others. Bring peace to all who are vulnerable, frightened, despairing, or sick. Guard their waking 
and their sleeping. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

Awaken us, O God. Challenge and encourage your people to value the vocation to which each is 
called. We pray for all discerning new possibilities or changing employment. In all our diverse 
callings, teach us to love our neighbor above all else. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

Please verbally add your personal prayer requests 

Be our hope, O God. We remember with thanksgiving your disciples who died in faith. May their 
trust in your promise be our protection and our hope. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these and the prayers of our heart, 
trusting in your compassion made known through Jesus Christ. Amen. 

The congregation may be seated. 

OFFERING MUSIC 

OFFERING PRAYER 

God of power, God of plenty, all things belong to you. We bring your gifts to the table, that all 
might be fed. Form us into the body of your Beloved, Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

The congregation may stand. 

COMMUNION MUSIC  The Table Chris Tomlin 
I will feast at the table of the Lord. 
I will feast at the table of the Lord. 

I won’t hunger anymore at His table. 

Come all you weary, come and find 
His yoke is easy, His burden light. 

He is able; He will restore at the table of the Lord. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
On the night of his betrayal 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 



 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who sin against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Jesus invites you to this table. Come, eat and live. 

The congregation may be seated. 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT 
All without exception, are welcome at the table of God’s grace and love. Please fill out a 
communion card and hand to an usher or place in the box at back of sanctuary. Today we receive 
the sacrament at the altar rail. Please come forward at the direction of the ushers. Gluten-free 
wafers and grape juice are available at the center aisle. Return to your seats by the side aisle. If 
you do not wish to come forward for communion, please let an usher know and a communion pack 
will be brought to you. 

The congregation may stand. 

BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. In the name 
of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
Blessed be your name, O God, for we have feasted on your Word, Christ Jesus, the joy and delight 
of our hearts. Strengthened by this food, send us to gather the world to your banquet, where 
none are left out and all are satisfied. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

BENEDICTION 
The God of glory, Jesus Christ, name above all names, and the Spirit who lives in you, bless you 
now and forever. Amen. 
 

 

 



 

 

SENDING HYMN Go, My Children, with My Blessing ELW 543 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. God is at work in you. Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE 

 

 

 

 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23029. 
Hymns and service music reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709485. 



 

 

THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S 
 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 10 – Fifteenth Day after Pentecost 

9:00 AM Coffee & Conversation Lower Level 

9:30 AM Worship Celebration Sanctuary 

1:00 PM Potato Project ‘Harvest’ Becker’s St. Peter’s Church 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 11 

5:00 PM Newsletter Submission  

6:30 PM Girl Scouts Fellowship Hall 

7:00 PM Joint Parking Lot Committee Good Shepherd UCC 

7:30 PM Optimist Club of Boyertown Conference Room 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 12 

   

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 13 

1:30 PM Preschool Open House Preschool  

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 14 

10:00 AM Chestnut Knoll Service Chestnut Knoll  

6:30 PM Preschool Open House Preschool  

8:00 PM Worship Broadcast Comcast Ch 98  

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 15 

7:00 AM Men’s Small Group Bible Study Telephone Conference 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 16 

8:30 AM Worship Team Work Day Conference Room 

4:30 PM Come to the Table Fellowship Hall/Parking Lot 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 17 – Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

9:30 AM Worship Celebration Sanctuary 

9:30 AM Sunday School Parish House 2nd floor 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Scan the QR Code with your phone’s camera 
to connect to our website and view more of 

what’s happening at St. John’s! 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

 

PURPOSE STATEMENT 
 

We believe God’s purpose for the people of St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is to 
develop joy-filled children of God who love the Lord and share God’s Word. 

We do this by: 

▪ Maintaining a trusting and welcoming environment. 
▪ Praying daily. 
▪ Reading scripture regularly. 
▪ Sharing our faith through action-based service. 
▪ Encouraging holy conversations. 
▪ Feeding our faith with music. 

With a focus on: 

▪ Activities that build relationships. 
▪ Worship that is relevant. 
▪ Meeting the needs of the vulnerable in our community. 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Bob Machamer 
Pastor Bob Machamer 

bmachamer@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Kay Christman, Finance Team financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Sue Grofe, Finance Team financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Donnie Heimbach, Property  

Bonnie Moatz, Finance Team financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Shannon Omlor, Communications Coordinator somlor@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Linda Rohrbach, Treasurer treasurer@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Becky Scheiry, Parish Administrator parishadmin@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Renae Walther, Director of Preschool Ministry preschool@stjohnsboyertown.org 

45 N. Reading Avenue | Boyertown, PA 19512 
610.369.1024 | fax 610.369.1463 

stjohnsboyertown.org 
Office Hours | Monday-Thursday 8:30am - 3:30pm | Friday 8:30am - 12:00pm 


