September 24, 2023 | 9:30 am
SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

As children of God and disciples of Christ seeking peace and
justice in the world, we welcome, affirm, and include all people
into the fullness of God’s love. We celebrate and lift up people
of all races, cultures, ages, sexual orientations, gender
identities, physical or mental abilities, economic statuses,
political affiliation, appearances, family status, and citizenship
as equally loved and valued in the eyes of God and in this place.
All are invited to join this community as we worship God, grow
in faith, and strive to love and serve one another.

All, without exception, are welcome in this place.
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WELCOME

You are a blessing to us, and we’re glad you’re here today!

NEW HERE?

Please do not feel obligated to contribute an offering - you are our guest! Rather, please ask an usher for a Let’s Get
Acquainted card and drop it in the offering plate.

Restrooms are located on the same level as the sanctuary. Exit the back of the sanctuary, turn left into Parish House,
turn left again at ramp and continue midway down hallway. Restrooms are on the right.

Gluten-free communion wafers and grape juice are available at the center aisle.

WHERE DO MY KIDS GO?

Children are always welcome to worship. Sunday School is offered for children ages 3 through 6th grade. Families are
encouraged to begin worship together at 9:30 in the Sanctuary. Children are dismissed from worship and escorted to
their classroom, located on the second floor of the Parish House. Children are released to parents at worship
conclusion, approximately 10:30 am.

PRAYER REQUESTS

The importance of prayer is affirmed throughout the Bible. As a church we are committed to pray - your needs are
important to us. Prayer request cards can be obtained from an usher and may be filled out and dropped in the offering
plate.

GATHERING TIMES GET CONNECTED
Sunday | 9:30 am | Sanctuary
Worship Celebration with Holy Communion
Livestream on YouTube (St John’s ELC Boyertown)

Connect with God, each other and our
community! Follow us on Facebook, YouTube
and Instagram!

Thursday | 8:00 pm @ 'i 'f.jl u
Service Broadcast on Comcast Channel 98

SERVING IN WORSHIP

Acolyte Delaney Hersperger Altar Guild Mary Kay Heimbach, Lauri Stofflet
Altar Assistants Melissa Eidle, Jen Friz Media Olivia Alderfer

Lector Ben Rohrbach Sound Melissa Eidle

Prayers Martha Bentley Video Shannon Omlor

Musicians Chris Mervine (organ), Madison Robb (vocals)

Ushers Lauren Frey, Charles Haddad, Phil Haddad, Bill Rohrbach

Flowers given in loving memory by Donnie and Mary Kay Heimbach and family,
for Donnie’s father, Walter T. Heimbach, Sr. and Mary Kay’s mother, Catherine (Rhoads) Ehst,
whose birthdays are celebrated in September.



Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost

Matthew narrates one of Jesus’ controversial parables in which Jesus says
that the reign of God is like that of a landowner who pays his workers the
same wage no matter what time of day they began to work. When God
changes God’s mind about punishing Nineveh for their evil ways, Jonah is
angry. Yet God is gracious and merciful, abounding in steadfast love. In
baptism we receive the grace of God that is freely given to all. As Martin
Luther wrote, in the presence of God’s mercy we are all beggars.

PRELUDE
WELCOME
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

The congregation may stand.

Blessed be God, the one who forms us, Jesus who bears the cross, the Spirit who makes our joy
complete. Amen.

Let us bow before God in humility, confessing our sin.

Steadfast and faithful God, you have revealed the ways of justice, yet we fail to follow you. We
are overwhelmed by the world’s violence and suffering. We are afraid to risk what we have for
the sake of others. For the harm we have caused, known and unknown, forgive us. For the
unjust demands we place on others and your creation, forgive us. For the ways we turn away
from you and our neighbor, forgive us. Lead us back to you and set us on the right path; in the
name of Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

Beloved in Christ, God’s justice stretches beyond all understanding. God’s compassion is beyond
compare. In Jesus, God is always making a new way for us. In Christ, you are already and always
forgiven. Amen.



GATHERING HYMN

Lord of Light
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Text: Howell E. Lewis, 1860-1953, alt.

Music: ABBOT’S LEIGH, Cyril V. Taylor, 1907-1991

Text © Union of Welsh Independents

Music © 1942, ren. 1970 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with

you all. And also with you.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your servants. Because we
cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your merciful judgment, and train us to embody the
generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Change My Heart, O God

Refrain
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Text and music © 1982 Mercy/Vineyeard Publishing, admin. Music Services
Children are dismissed to Sunday School classes.
The congregation may be seated.
FIRST READING Jonah 3:10—4:11

After Jonah’s short sermon in 3:4, the Ninevites all repented and God decided to spare the city. Jonah objected to this
and became even more angry when God ordered a worm to destroy a plant that was providing shade. The book ends
with a question that challenges any who are not ready to forgive: You, Jonah, are all worked up about a bush, but
shouldn’t | be concerned about a hundred and twenty thousand Ninevites?

When God saw what [the people of Ninevah] did, how they turned from their evil ways, God
changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not
do it.

41But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. *He prayed to the LORD and said,
“O Lorb! Is not this what | said while | was still in my own country? That is why | fled to Tarshish



at the beginning; for | knew that you are a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger, and
abounding in steadfast love, and ready to relent from punishing. 3And now, O LORD, please take
my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live.” *And the LORD said, “Is it right for you
to be angry?” 5Then Jonah went out of the city and sat down east of the city, and made a booth
for himself there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to see what would become of the city.
6The LORD God appointed a bush, and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade over his head,
to save him from his discomfort; so Jonah was very happy about the bush. But when dawn came
up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so that it withered. 8When the
sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat down on the head of Jonah so that
he was faint and asked that he might die. He said, “It is better for me to die than to live.” °But
God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” And he said, “Yes, angry enough
to die.” *Then the LORD said, “You are concerned about the bush, for which you did not labor and
which you did not grow; it came into being in a night and perished in a night. *And should | not
be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than a hundred and twenty
thousand persons who do not know their right hand from their left, and also many animals?”

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
SECOND READING Philippians 1:21-30

Paul writes to the Philippians from prison. Though he is uncertain about the outcome of his imprisonment, he is
committed to the ministry of the gospel and calls on the Philippians to live lives that reflect and enhance the gospel
mission.

21For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. 2%If | am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor
for me; and | do not know which | prefer. 21 am hard pressed between the two: my desire is to
depart and be with Christ, for that is far better; 2*but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for
you. °Since | am convinced of this, | know that | will remain and continue with all of you for your
progress and joy in faith, 2so that | may share abundantly in your boasting in Christ Jesus when |
come to you again. 2’Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that,
whether | come and see you or am absent and hear about you, | will know that you are standing
firm in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel, ®and are in no
way intimidated by your opponents. For them this is evidence of their destruction, but of your
salvation. And this is God’s doing. ?°For he has graciously granted you the privilege not only of
believing in Christ, but of suffering for him as well—3since you are having the same struggle that
you saw | had and now hear that | still have.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



The congregation may stand.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia,

Lord, to whom shall we go?

You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL READING
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. Glory to you O Lord. Matthew 20:1-16

Jesus tells a parable about God’s generosity, challenging the common assumption that God rewards people according
to what they have earned or deserve.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] *“The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in
the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2After agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily
wage, he sent them into his vineyard. 3When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others
standing idle in the marketplace; *and he said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and | will
pay you whatever is right.” So they went. *When he went out again about noon and about three
o’clock, he did the same. 8And about five o’clock he went out and found others standing around;
and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ "They said to him, ‘Because no one
has hired us.” He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.” ®When evening came, the owner of
the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the
last and then going to the first.” "When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received
the usual daily wage. °Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but each
of them also received the usual daily wage. !And when they received it, they grumbled against
the landowner, 2saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us
who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ 1*But he replied to one of them,
‘Friend, | am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? “Take what
belongs to you and go; | choose to give to this last the same as | give to you. >Am | not allowed to
do what | choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because | am generous?’ *So the
last will be first, and the first will be last.”

The gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

The congregation may be seated.

SERMON Pastor Bob Machamer



The congregation may stand.
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Text: Jan Struther, 1901-1953
Music: SLANE, Irish traditional
Text © Oxford University Press 1931.

SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM

Kennedy Jane Snyder

God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through the sacrament
of baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us from sin and death and raises us to new life
in Jesus Christ. We are united with all the baptized in the one body of Christ, anointed with the

gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in God's mission for the life of the world.



Parents respond:
We present Kennedy for baptism.

Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to have your child
baptized into Christ?

Parents respond:
We do.

As you bring your child to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with responsibilities:
to live with her among God's faithful people,
bring her to the word of God and the holy supper,
teach her the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments,
place in her hands the holy scriptures,
and nurture her in faith and prayer, so that she may learn to trust God,
proclaim Christ through word and deed,
care for others and the world God made,
and work for justice and peace.

Do you promise to help your child grow in the Christian faith and life?
We do.

Sponsors, do you promise to nurture this child in the Christian faith as you are empowered by
God's Spirit, and to help her live in the covenant of baptism and in communion with the church?
We do.

People of God, do you promise to support Kennedy and pray for her in her new life in Christ?
We do.

THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and by your
Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. Through the waters of
the flood you delivered Noah and his family, and through the sea you led your people Israel from
slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.
By the baptism of Jesus' death and resurrection you set us free from the power of sin and death
and raise us up to live in you.



Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who are washed in the waters
of baptism may be given new life. To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.

BAPTISM

Kennedy, | baptize you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Blessed be God, the source of all life, the word of salvation, the spirit of mercy.

Let us pray.

We give thanks, O God that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your children new birth,
cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life.

Sustain Kennedy with the gift of your Holy Spirit; the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit
of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your
presence, both now and forever. Amen.

Kennedy Jane Snyder, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the
cross of Christ forever. Amen.

WELCOME

Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and glorify your Father
in heaven.

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS

These persons have been instructed in the Christian faith and desire to make public affirmation
of their Baptism.

William Gonzalez, Nichole Cutaneo, Chasity Gonzalez, and Valentino Gonzalez
Jason and Stephanie Snyder
Nathan Wanish

Dear friends, we rejoice that you now desire to make public profession of your faith and assume
greater responsibility in the life of our Christian community and its mission in the world.

Siblings in Christ: In Holy Baptism our Lord Jesus Christ received you and made you members of
his Church. In the community of God’s people, you have learned from his Word God’s loving
purpose for you and all creation. You have been called to be witnesses to the Gospel of Jesus
Christ.

Now, therefore, | ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of
the Church, the faith in which we baptize.



The congregation may stand.

Do you renounce all the forces of evil, the devil, and all his empty promises?
I do.

Do you believe in God the Father?
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the covenant God
made with you in Holy Baptism:

to live among God'’s faithful people,

to hear his Word and share in his supper,

to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed,

to serve all people, following the example of our Lord Jesus,

and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth?

Those making affirmation answer in turn.

I do, and | ask God to help and guide me.



Let us pray.

Gracious Lord, through water and the Spirit you have made these people your own. You forgave
them all their sins and brought them to newness of life. Continue to strengthen them with the
Holy Spirit, and daily increase in them your gifts of grace: the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy
in your presence; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. Amen.

Let us welcome our new members and newly baptized.

We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: join us in giving thanks
and praise to God and bearing God's creative and redeeming word to all the world.

The congregation may kneel.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Remembering the caring and generous works of God, we pray for the church, creation, and the
needs of our neighbors.

God who is gracious and merciful, teach your church to invite and welcome all. Lead us to be
grateful for the blessing of community. Challenge your church to choose equity and compassion
over judgment. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God who sends the wind and the sun, you know every worm and bush by name. Help us remember
that even the humblest parts of creation are precious to you. Show us how best to care for the
earth and its creatures. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God who is ready to relent from punishing, impart your compassionate wisdom to legislators,
judges, members of the military, and law enforcement. Give them courage to serve their
communities in times of uncertainty, stress, or exhaustion. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God who saves, direct your people who are tempted by evil ways. Protect your children from
calamity and disaster. Strengthen all who are incarcerated. Encourage all who are in despair or
pain of any kind. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God who is slow to anger, may we boast about the goodness of Jesus with the confidence of Paul
in prison. Inspire us to find abundance in whatever vocation we are called to in the world and in
service to our congregation. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Please verbally add your personal prayer requests



God who abounds in steadfast love, we give thanks for the saints called to the kingdom of heaven.
United with them in spirit, hold us firm as we labor in this life and look to the life to come. Merciful
God, receive our prayer.

Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these and the prayers of our heart,
trusting in your compassion made known through Jesus Christ. Amen.

The congregation may be seated.
OFFERING MUSIC
OFFERING PRAYER

God of power, God of plenty, all things belong to you. We bring your gifts to the table, that all
might be fed. Form us into the body of your Beloved, Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

The congregation may stand.

COMMUNION MUSIC The Table Chris Tomlin
| will feast at the table of the Lord.
| will feast at the table of the Lord.

| won’t hunger anymore at His table.

Come all you weary, come and find
His yoke is easy, His burden light.
He is able; He will restore at the table of the Lord.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

On the night of his betrayal

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our sins, as we forgive
those who sin against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Jesus invites you to this table. Come, eat and live.

The congregation may be seated.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT

All without exception, are welcome at the table of God’s grace and love. Please fill out a
communion card and hand to an usher or place in the box at back of sanctuary. Today we receive
the sacrament at the altar rail. Please come forward at the direction of the ushers. Gluten-free
wafers and grape juice are available at the center aisle. Return to your seats by the side aisle. If
you do not wish to come forward for communion, please let an usher know and a communion pack
will be brought to you.

The congregation may stand.

BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. In the name
of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Blessed be your name, O God, for we have feasted on your Word, Christ Jesus, the joy and delight
of our hearts. Strengthened by this food, send us to gather the world to your banquet, where
none are left out and all are satisfied. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

BENEDICTION
The God of glory, Jesus Christ, name above all names, and the Spirit who lives in you, bless you
now and forever. Amen.



SENDING HYMN

O Zion, Haste
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Text: Mary A. Thomson, 1834-1923
Music: ANGELIC SONGS, James Walch, 1837-1901

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. God is at work in you. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23029.
Hymns and service music reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709485.
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THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 24 — Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost

9:30 AM Worship Celebration ‘Baptism and New Members’
9:30 AM Sunday School

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 25

6:30 PM Girl Scouts

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 26

1:00 PM Joyful Sisters of Service

6:30 PM Becoming Barnabas

6:30 PM Building a Better Boyertown

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 27

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 28

10:00 AM Chestnut Knoll Service

8:00 PM Worship Broadcast

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 29

7:00 AM Men’s Small Group Bible Study
6:00 PM Council Retreat

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 30

8:00 AM Council Retreat

4:30 PM Come to the Table

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 1 — Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
9:30 AM Worship Celebration

9:30 AM Sunday School

Sanctuary

Sanctuary
Fellowship Hall
Conference Room

Conference Room
Lower Level

Chestnut Knoll
Comcast Ch 98

Telephone Conference
Off-site

Off-site
Fellowship Hall/Parking Lot

Sanctuary

Sanctuary

Scan the QR Code with your phone’s camera to
connect to our website and view more of
what’s happening at St. John’s!




GUESTS are always welcome to the Table!

MEMBERS (two types)
Voting & Non-voting

KEEPING MEMBERSHIP SIMPLE

The only way you can ever be removed from the membership roll at St.
John's, or any ELCA congregation:

® You request a transfer

e  You ask to be removed

e You depart this life

Voting members must make a record of having:
e  Filled out a communion card and received the Lord’s Supper ONE time per year
o  Contributed ONE time per year, making sure your name is included



WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 25

7:00 - 8:00 PM
ST. JOHN'S SANCTUARY

BE STILL

PSALM 37:7

A WORSHIPFUL
PIANO EXPERIENCE

Still your mind as we enter into the busy

season of the year, with the gift of music by
classically trained pianist, Atsuko Hanson.



PURPOSE STATEMENT

We believe God’s purpose for the people of St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is to
develop joy-filled children of God who love the Lord and share God’s Word.

We do this by:

Maintaining a trusting and welcoming environment.
Praying daily.

Reading scripture regularly.

Sharing our faith through action-based service.
Encouraging holy conversations.

Feeding our faith with music.

With a focus on:

Activities that build relationships.

Worship that is relevant.
Meeting the needs of the vulnerable in our community.

Pastor Bob Machamer bmachamer@stjohnsboyertown.org
Kay Christman, Finance Team financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org
Sue Grofe, Finance Team financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org
Donnie Heimbach, Property
Bonnie Moatz, Finance Team financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org
Shannon Omlor, Communications Coordinator somlor@stjohnsboyertown.org
Linda Rohrbach, Treasurer treasurer@stjohnsboyertown.org
Becky Scheiry, Parish Administrator parishadmin@stjohnsboyertown.org
Renae Walther, Director of Preschool Ministry preschool@stjohnsboyertown.org
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