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ST. JOHN'S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH BOYERTOWN

AUTHENTIC WORSHIP ‘ INTENTIONAL RELATIONSHIPS | SACRIFICIAL SERVICE | RADICAL GENEROSITY

As children of God and disciples of Christ seeking peace and
justice in the world, we welcome, affirm, and include all people
into the fullness of God’s love. We celebrate and lift up people
of all races, cultures, ages, sexual orientations, gender
identities, physical or mental abilities, economic statuses,
political affiliation, appearances, family status, and citizenship
as equally loved and valued in the eyes of God and in this place.
All are invited to join this community as we worship God, grow
in faith, and strive to love and serve one another.

All, without exception, are welcome in this place.



WELCOME

You are a blessing to us, and we’re glad you’re here today!

NEW HERE?

Please do not feel obligated to contribute an offering - you are our guest! Rather, please ask an usher for a
Let’s Get Acquainted card and drop it in the offering plate.

Restrooms are located on the same level as the sanctuary. Exit the back of the sanctuary, turn left into Parish
House, turn left again at ramp and continue midway down hallway. Restrooms are on the right.

Gluten-free communion wafers and grape juice are available at the center aisle.

WHERE DO MY KIDS GO?

Children are always welcome to worship. Sunday School is offered for children ages 3 through 6th grade.
Families are encouraged to begin worship together at 9:30 in the Sanctuary. Children are dismissed from
worship and escorted to their classroom, located on the second floor of the Parish House. Children are
released to parents at worship conclusion, approximately 10:30 am.

PRAYER REQUESTS

The importance of prayer is affirmed throughout the Bible. As a church we are committed to pray - your
needs are important to us. Prayer request cards can be obtained from an usher and may be filled out and
dropped in the offering plate.

GATHERING TIMES GET CONNECTED
Sunday | 9:30 am | Sanctuary Connect with God, each other and our
Worship Celebration with Holy Communion community! Follow us on Facebook,
Livestream on YouTube (St John’s ELC Boyertown) YouTube and Instagram!
Thursday | 8:00 pm @ n @ °
Service Broadcast on Comcast Channel 98 :

SERVING IN WORSHIP

Acolyte Philip Derr Media Sarah Eidle

Altar Assistants Shannon Omlor, Becky Scheiry Prayers Jean Machamer

Altar Guild Shirley Hartman, Sue Hill Sound Myles Omlor

Assisting Minister  Jennifer Schlegel Video Camryn Friz

Lector Jen Friz

Musicians Organ/Piano - Christine Mervine; Vocals - Madison Robb;

Brass - Tim Bowden, Mark Brumbach, Dave Ermold, Dennis Frey

Ushers Carol & Larry Angstadt, Ros & Brian Moatz, Bunny & Ron Riffle



“The last enemy to be destroyed is death,” Paul writes. Today Christ is risen, and we gather
together with astonishment and joy. Christ is risen, and we have been set free from the bonds of
death. Christ is risen, and we are forgiven. Christ is risen, and with the women at the tomb and
Peter, we are amazed. Let us rejoice: Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

PRELUDE

VIDEO

WELCOME

The congregation may stand.

Christ is Risen! He is Risen Indeed!
Christ is Risen! He is Risen Indeed!
Christ is Risen! He is Risen Indeed!

GATHERING HYMN Jesus Christ Is Risen Today ELW 365
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1 Je - sus Christ is ris'n to - day, Al - le - lu - ia!
2 Hymns of praise then let us sing, Al - le - lu ia!
3 But the pains which he en - dured, Al - le - 1lu ia!
4 Sing we to our God a - bove, Al - le - 1lu ia!
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our tri - um-phant ho - ly day, Al - le lu ia!
un - to Christ, our heav’'n-ly king, Al - le Iu ia!
our sal - va - tion have pro-cured; Al - le Iu ia!
praise € - ter - nal as his love; Al - le Iu ia!
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who did once up - on the cross, Al le - Iu ia!
who en-dured the cross and grave, Al le - Iu ia!
now a - bove the sky he’s king, Al le - Iu ia!
praise him, all you heav'n-ly host, Al le - Iu ia!
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suf - fer to re - deem our loss. Al - le - lu - ia!
sin - ners to re - deem and save. Al - le - lu - ia!
where the an-gels ev - er sing. Al - le - Iu - ia!
Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly Ghost. Al - le - lu - ia!

Text: Latin carol, 14th cent., sts. 1-3; tr. J. Walsh, Lyra Davidica, 1708, alt.; Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, st. 4
Music: EASTER HYMN, J. Walsh, Lyra Davidica, 1708

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all. And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our redemption, and by his
glorious resurrection you delivered us from the power of death. Make us die every day to sin,
that we may live with him forever in the joy of the resurrection, through your Son, Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Change My Heart, O God

Refrain
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Change my heart, O  God; make it ev-er true.
End
IS S S e
Change my heart, O  God; may [ be like you.
33—
G e v I
You are the pot - ter; I am the clay.
N P— Refrain
G- W rpd v b
Mold me and make  me; this is what [ pray.

Text: Eddie Espinosa, b, 1953
Music: CHANGE MY HEART, Eddie Espinosa
Text and music © 1982 Mercy/Vineyeard Publishing, admin, Music Services



The congregation may be seated.
PSALM 118:1-2, 14-24 (read responsively)

1 Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good;
God’s mercy endures forever.

2 Let Israel now declare,

“God’s mercy endures forever.”

14The Lorp is my strength and my song,
and has become my salvation.

15 Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the righteous:

“The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly!

8 The right hand of the LORD is exalted!
The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly!”
71 shall not die, but live,

and declare the works of the LORD.

8The LorD indeed punished me sorely,

but did not hand me over to death.

9 Open for me the gates of righteousness;

I will enter them and give thanks to the LoRD.

20 “This is the gate of the LORD;

here the righteous may enter.”

21| give thanks to you, for you have answered me
and you have become my salvation.

22The stone that the builders rejected
has become the chief cornerstone.

23 By the LORD has this been done;

it is marvelous in our eyes.

24This is the day that the LORD has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
READING

1 Corinthians 15:19-26

Paul describes the consequences of the resurrection, including the promise of new life in Christ to a world that has
been in bondage to death. He celebrates the destruction of evil and the establishment of God’s victorious rule over all.

191f for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied. 2°But in fact



Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have died. 2! For since death
came through a human being, the resurrection of the dead has also come through a human
being; 2?for as all die in Adam, so all will be made alive in Christ. 2 But each in his own order:
Christ the first fruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ. * Then comes the end, when
he hands over the kingdom to God the Father, after he has destroyed every ruler and every
authority and power. % For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. 2 The
last enemy to be destroyed is death.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
The congregation may stand.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Congregation:
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life. Al -le - lu - ia!
GOSPEL READING Luke 24:1-12

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. Glory to you, O Lord.

Evidently expecting to find Jesus’ corpse, some of the women among his followers go to the tomb with
embalming spices. After a perplexing encounter with the empty tomb and angelic visitors, the women
become the first to proclaim the amazing news of resurrection.

10n the first day of the week, at early dawn, [the women] came to the tomb, taking the spices
that they had prepared. 2 They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 2 but when they went
in, they did not find the body. * While they were perplexed about this, suddenly two men in
dazzling clothes stood beside them. > The women were terrified and bowed their faces to the
ground, but the men said to them, “Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not
here, but has risen. ® Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee,  that the Son of
Man must be handed over to sinners, and be crucified, and on the third day rise again.” 8 Then



they remembered his words, °and returning from the tomb, they told all this to the eleven and to
all the rest. *®Now it was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other
women with them who told this to the apostles. ! But these words seemed to them an idle tale,
and they did not believe them. *2But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in,
he saw the linen cloths by themselves; then he went home, amazed at what had happened.

The gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

The congregation may be seated.

SERMON Pastor Bob Machamer
The congregation may stand.
HYMN OF THE DAY Christ the Lord is Risen Today; Alleluia! ELW 369
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I Christ the Lord is ris'm to - day; Al - le - lu - ia!
2 For the sheep the Lamb has bled, Al - le - lu - ia!
3 Christ, the vic - tim un - de - filed, Al - le - lu - ia!
4 Chris-tians, on this ho - ly day, Al - le - lu - ia!
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Chris-tians,has - ten on  your way; Al - le - Ju - ia!
sin - less in  the  sin - ner’s stead. Al - le - lu - ia!
God and sin - ners rec - on - ciled, Al - le - Ilu - ia!
all  your grate-ful hom -age pay; Al - le - lu - ia!
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of - fer praise with love re - plete, Al - le - lu - ia!

Christ the Lord is ris’m on high; Al - le - lu - ia!

when con-tend - ing  death and life, Al - le - lu - ia!

Christ the Lord is ris’m on high; Al - le - lu - ia!
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at the pas - chal vic - tim’s feet. Al - le - lu - ia!
now he lives, no more to die. Al - le - lu - ia!
met in strange and awe - some strife. Al - le - lu - ia!
now he lives, no more to die. Al - le - lu - ia!

Text: attr. Wipo of Burgundy, d. ¢. 1050; tr. Jane E. Leeson, 1807-1882, alt.
Music: LLANFAIR, Robert Williams, 1781-1821



NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.



The congregation may kneel.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in prayer for the church, the world, and all
who are in need.

Kindle new life in your church. Encourage all who seek creative ways to share the good news of
Christ’s resurrection. Bless mission developers and new ministries, that their work plant seeds
that flourish. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Nourish new life in all of creation. Shower forests and grasslands, deserts, and mountains with
life-giving rains. Grant us delight in your glory that shows forth in all that grows this season. God
of grace, hear our prayer.

Empower new life among the nations. As you raised Jesus from the dead, bring new hope for
peace and reconciliation in places of war and strife. Raise up leaders who are steadfast in their
commitment to justice and transformation. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Bring new hope among all who are in need, especially neighbors without homes or food, and
those whose housing or food supply is at risk. Bring healing to all who are fearful, ill, or grieving.
God of grace, hear our prayer.

Awaken new life in this place. Open our hearts to ways you are calling us to be at work in the
world and our community. Give us courage to boldly share your love for all people beyond our
walls. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Please verbally add your personal prayer requests

Trusting in the promises of the resurrection, we remember with thanksgiving our beloved dead.
Sustain us with a living hope until we are reunited with them and all the saints at the heavenly
banquet. God of grace, hear our prayer.

We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting that you are always with us; in the
name of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. Amen.

The congregation may be seated.
OFFERING MUSIC
The congregation may stand.

OFFERING PRAYER

Risen One, you have gathered us around your table of grace along with these gifts we bring. Come
among us again, breathe your life into us, and enliven us with this meal, that we may live as your
risen body in the world. Amen.



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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right to give God thanks  and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and delight, that we should everywhere and always offer thanks and
praise to you, O God, through Jesus Christ who by his death on the cross and glorious resurrection
broke the bonds of sin and death and gave life to all creation, and so with the church on earth, all
creation and the host of heaven we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Congregation:
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glo - ry. Ho - san - na in the high - est!



n 4 ﬁ. L ) A " —
P 3N S— - B X e — -
Iyt "o o oo 3 7 ———— —
1 = 1 1 1]
oJ I [ [ 4
Bless -ed is the One who comes in your name. Ho -
Hu . \ . N
R e e e
ANV ] 1/ 1 r Ir' r; I]‘ I] I r r
Y| A \ I F ' r [ [

san-na in the high - est, ho - san - na in the high - est!

You are indeed holy, gracious and merciful God; everything is filled with your glory. We give
thanks for your promise and presence which have sustained the faithful in this and every
generation. Above all, we give you thanks for Jesus, born of Mary, who in word and deed
announced your gentle rule of justice, reconciliation and peace.

On the night of his betrayal

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering his command to love one another, his life and death, his resurrection and his
ascension, we pray for his coming again, even as we cry:

Sung first by assisting minister. Repeated by the congregation.
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Text and Music: Marty Haugen:; © 1990, GIA Publications, Inc.



Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, that all of your promises may come to us and your creation.

Sung first by assisting minister. Repeated by the congregation.
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A - men. Come, Ho - ly Spir - it.

This we pray through Jesus Christ, our Savior and our friend.
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A - men.

Make us bold, O merciful God, to address you as our Abba as we pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our sins, as we forgive
those who sin against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.



INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the table of grace. Receive the gift of new life.

The congregation may be seated.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT

All without exception, are welcome at the table of God’s grace and love. Please fill out a
communion card and hand to an usher or place in the box at back of sanctuary. Today we receive
the sacrament at the altar rail. Please come forward at the direction of the ushers. Gluten-free
wafers and grape juice are available at the center aisle. Return to your seats by the side aisle. If
you are unable to come forward for communion, please let an usher know and communion will be
brought to you.

The congregation may stand.

BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace, in the name
of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Living One, in this feast you have made yourself known to us. Send us now to tell of your wonders,
sing of your glory, and proclaim your risen life to a wounded and weary world. Amen.

BENEDICTION
The triune God, who was, who is, and who is to come, Sovereign, Savior, and Spirit, light your way
with resurrection dawn, now and always. Amen.



SENDING HYMN Thine Is the Glory
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Son; end - less is the vic - try thou o’er death hast won!

Text: Edmond Budry. 1854-1932; tr. R. Birch Hoyle, 1875-1939
Music: JUDAS MACCABAEUS, George Frideric Handel, 1685-1759

DISMISSAL
Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Alleluia! Alleluia! Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!

POSTLUDE

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23029.
Hymns and service music reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709485.



GUESTS are always welcome to the Table!

MEMBERS (two types)
Voting & Non-voting

KEEPING MEMBERSHIP SIMPLE

1. The only way you can ever be removed from the membership roll at St.
John's, or any ELCA congregation:
e You request a transfer
e  You ask to be removed
e  You depart this life

2. Voting members must make a record of having:
e  Filled out a communion card and received the Lord’s Supper ONE time per year
e  Contributed ONE time per year, making sure your name is included
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Potato Project
Seed Cutting

Cut potatoes for the growing season,
harvested in the fall for local food banks.
pick up & cut at home - April 24

or cut on-site at St. John's - April 26

, more details &
[ "iarttiarvest, inc. BERY registration online
e e —— : sign up by April 21




THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S

SUNDAY, APRIL 20 — Resurrection of Our Lord / Easter Sunday

9:30 AM Worship Celebration Sanctuary
MONDAY, APRIL 21

Office & Preschool Closed

TUESDAY, APRIL 22

1:00 PM Joyful Sisters of Service Conference Room
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 23

10:00 AM Preschool Chapel Time Sanctuary

THURSDAY, APRIL 24

10:00 AM Chestnut Knoll Service Chestnut Knoll

7:30 PM Potato Project - Pick Up Parking Lot

8:00 PM Worship Broadcast Comcast Ch 98
FRIDAY, APRIL 25

7:00 AM Men’s Small Group Bible Study Telephone Conference
SATURDAY, APRIL 26

9:00 AM Caring & Correspondence Fellowship Hall

10:00 AM Potato Project - Drop Off & Seed Cutting Parking Lot

4:30 PM Come to the Table Fellowship Hall/Parking Lot
SUNDAY, APRIL 27 — Second Sunday of Easter

9:30 AM Worship Celebration Sanctuary

9:30 AM Sunday School Parish House, 2™ floor
10:45 AM Pastor Bob’s 10" Anniversary Reception Lower Level

o

Scan the QR Code with your phone’s camera
to connect to our website and view more of
what’s happening at St. John’s!
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HEAR

the word of God

BAPTISMAL
PROMISE

GIFTS OF
DISCIPLESHIP

/
@ -  PROCLAIM
the good news of God in Christ

through word and deed

STRIVE

for justice and peace in all the earth

AUTHENTIC INTENTIONAL
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SACRIFICIAL
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RADICAL
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PURPOSE STATEMENT

We believe God’s purpose for the people of St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is to
develop joy-filled children of God who love the Lord and share God’s Word.

We do this by:

Maintaining a trusting and welcoming environment.
Praying daily.

Reading scripture regularly.

Sharing our faith through action-based service.
Encouraging holy conversations.

Feeding our faith with music.

With a focus on:

Activities that build relationships.

Worship that is relevant.
Meeting the needs of the vulnerable in our community.

Pastor Bob Machamer bmachamer@stjohnsboyertown.org
Kay Christman, Finance Team financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org
Sue Grofe, Finance Team financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org
Donnie Heimbach, Property
Bonnie Moatz, Finance Team financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org
Shannon Omlor, Communications Coordinator somlor@stjohnsboyertown.org
Linda Rohrbach, Treasurer treasurer@stjohnsboyertown.org
Becky Scheiry, Parish Administrator parishadmin@stjohnsboyertown.org
/K( 45 N. Reading Avenue | Boyertown, PA 19512

610.369.1024 | fax 610.369.1463

kj]; stjohnsboyertown.org
rj/j/ Office Hours | Monday-Thursday 8:30am - 3:30pm | Friday 8:30am - 12:00pm
a

OYERTOWN



