July 6,2025 | 9:30 am
FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

As children of God and disciples of Christ seeking peace and
justice in the world, we welcome, affirm, and include all people
into the fullness of God’s love. We celebrate and lift up people
of all races, cultures, ages, sexual orientations, gender
identities, physical or mental abilities, economic statuses,
political affiliation, appearances, family status, and citizenship
as equally loved and valued in the eyes of God and in this place.
All are invited to join this community as we worship God, grow
in faith, and strive to love and serve one another.

All, without exception, are welcome in this place.
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WELCOME

You are a blessing to us, and we’re glad you’re here today!

NEW HERE?

Please do not feel obligated to contribute an offering - you are our guest! Rather, please ask an usher for a
Let’s Get Acquainted card and drop it in the offering plate.

Restrooms are located on the same level as the sanctuary. Exit the back of the sanctuary, turn left into Parish
House, turn left again at ramp and continue midway down hallway. Restrooms are on the right.

Gluten-free communion wafers and grape juice are available at the center aisle.

WHERE DO MY KIDS GO?

Children are always welcome to worship. Sunday School resumes in September and is offered for children
ages 3 through 6th grade.

PRAYER REQUESTS

The importance of prayer is affirmed throughout the Bible. As a church we are committed to pray - your
needs are important to us. Prayer request cards can be obtained from an usher and may be filled out and
dropped in the offering plate.

GATHERING TIMES GET CONNECTED
Sunday | 9:30 am | Sanctuary Connect with God, each other and our
Worship Celebration with Holy Communion community! Follow us on Facebook,
Livestream on YouTube (St John’s ELC Boyertown) YouTube and Instagram!
Thursday | 8:00 pm
Service Broadcast on Comcast Channel 98 @ n @ u
SERVING IN WORSHIP
Acolyte Abby Torres Media Justin Jones
Altar Assistants Amy Moyer, Mel Roth Musician Sam Kulp
Altar Guild Mary Dierolf, Nancy Edwards Prayers Sue Grofe
Assisting Minister  Bev Blake Sound Brianna Rohrbach
Lector Cathy Krause Video Abbe Grofe
Ushers Mike Gilbert, Phil Haddad, Carol Sematis, Terry Wadsworth

Flowers given in loving memory of our beloved parents,
Sterling and Ruth Auman, by their daughters and families.



Fourth Sunday after Pentecost

God is the source of our nourishment. Jesus’ invitation to “take and eat . . . take
and drink” is a repeated one. In holy communion, in the word read and
proclaimed, in the assembly of the people of God, the dominion of God has
come near. Rejoice! Your name is written in heaven.

PRELUDE

VIDEO

WELCOME

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

The congregation may stand.

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.

Merciful God, you free us to love others, but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way.
You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, but we turn away from the abundant life you offer.
You surround us with patience, kindness, and generosity, but we grow weary in doing what is
right. In your mercy, forgive us. Do not give up on us. Heal us, break our bonds, and show us the
path of life. Amen.

You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God’s children through faith. In the cross of Christ, and
through the power of the Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Clothed with Christ, you are a new
creation. Amen.



GATHERING HYMN

Give Me Jesus

ELW 770

In the second reading for today, we learn how we, as followers of Christ, handle our own burdens while caring for
others. It can be a seemingly difficult task to carry so much. In Paul’s letter we are told how to live our lives with
accountability, faith, and respect. In this hymn, we call to God and ask him to be with us; we seek His comfort and

support.
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1 In the morn-ing when [ rise, in the morn-ing when I rise,
2 Dark ... mid-night was my cry, dark.. . mid-night was my cry,
3 Just a - bout the break of day, just a- bout the break of  day,
4 Oh, .. .when I come to die, oh, ... when I come to die,
5 And .. .when I want to sing, and ... when I want to sing,
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in the morn-ing when I rise, give me Je - sus.
dark. . . . mid-night was my cry, give me Je - sus.
just a - bout the break of day, give me Je - sus.
oh, ... .when I come to die, give me Je - sus.
and . . . . when I want to sing, give me Je - sus.
Refrain
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Give me Je - sus, give me Je Sus.
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You may have all the rest, give me Je sus.

Text: African American spiritual
Music: GIVE ME JESUS, African American spiritual

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with

you all. And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. O God, the Father of our Lord Jesus, you are the city that shelters us, the mother
who comforts us. With your Spirit accompany us on our life’s journey, that we may spread your

peace in all the world, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.



Change My Heart, O God

Refrain

S SEEESE S e s

Change my heart, O  God; make it ev-er true.

End
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Change my heart, O  God; may [ be like you.
You are the pot - ter; I am the clay.
3 Refrain
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Mold me and make  me; this is what I  pray.
Text: Eddie Espinosa, b, 1953
Music: CHANGE MY HEART, Eddie Espinosa
Text and music © 1982 Mercy/Vineyeard Publishing, admin. Music Services
The congregation may be seated.
FIRST READING Isaiah 66:10-14

Those who returned from the exile found that the hopes for the glorious restoration of Judah were not completely
fulfilled. For these disappointed people, the prophet envisions salvation in the image of a nursing woman. Mother
Jerusalem and a mothering God remind the community how they are sustained and supported.

19Rejoice with Jerusalem, and be glad for her, all you who love her; rejoice with her in joy, all you
who mourn over her— that you may nurse and be satisfied from her consoling breast; that you
may drink deeply with delight from her glorious bosom. *2For thus says the LoRrD: | will extend
prosperity to her like a river, and the wealth of the nations like an overflowing stream; and you
shall nurse and be carried on her arm, and dandled on her knees. > As a mother comforts her
child, so I will comfort you; you shall be comforted in Jerusalem. *You shall see, and your heart
shall rejoice; your bodies shall flourish like the grass; and it shall be known that the hand of
the LORD is with his servants, and his indignation is against his enemies.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



SECOND READING Galatians 6:[1-6] 7-16

In the close of his letter to the Galatians, Paul encourages them to live as people made right with God through faith in
Jesus Christ. Here Paul offers practical advice about how believers exercise common concern for one another in “the
family of faith.”

[* My friends, if anyone is detected in a transgression, you who have received the Spirit should
restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness. Take care that you yourselves are not tempted. 2Bear
one another’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. 3 For if those who are
nothing think they are something, they deceive themselves. # All must test their own work; then
that work, rather than their neighbor’s work, will become a cause for pride. > For all must carry
their own loads. ® Those who are taught the word must share in all good things with their teacher.]

7 Do not be deceived; God is not mocked, for you reap whatever you sow. & If you sow to your own
flesh, you will reap corruption from the flesh; but if you sow to the Spirit, you will reap eternal life
from the Spirit. °So let us not grow weary in doing what is right, for we will reap at harvest time,
if we do not give up. 1°So then, whenever we have an opportunity, let us work for the good of all,
and especially for those of the family of faith. ! See what large letters | make when | am writing
in my own hand! 21t is those who want to make a good showing in the flesh that try to compel
you to be circumcised—only that they may not be persecuted for the cross of Christ. 3 Even the
circumcised do not themselves obey the law, but they want you to be circumcised so that they
may boast about your flesh. * May | never boast of anything except the cross of our Lord Jesus
Christ, by which the world has been crucified to me, and | to the world. ** For neither circumcision
nor uncircumcision is anything; but a new creation is everything! 1® As for those who will follow
this rule—peace be upon them, and mercy, and upon the Israel of God.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
The congregation may stand.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia,

Lord, to whom shall we go?

You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia!



GOSPEL READING Luke 10:1-11, 16-20
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus commissions harvesters and laborers to go where he would go and do what he would do. Risking hardship and
danger in exchange for the experience of great joy, they offer peace and healing as signs that the reign of God is near.

! After this the Lord appointed seventy others and sent them on ahead of him in pairs to every
town and place where he himself intended to go. 2 He said to them, “The harvest is plentiful, but
the laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his
harvest. 3Go on your way. See, | am sending you out like lambs into the midst of wolves. 4 Carry
no purse, no bag, no sandals; and greet no one on the road. ®> Whatever house you enter, first say,
‘Peace to this house!’ ® And if anyone is there who shares in peace, your peace will rest on that
person; but if not, it will return to you. 7 Remain in the same house, eating and drinking whatever
they provide, for the laborer deserves to be paid. Do not move about from house to
house. # Whenever you enter a town and its people welcome you, eat what is set before
you; ° cure the sick who are there, and say to them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near to
you.” ° But whenever you enter a town and they do not welcome you, go out into its streets and
say, ! ‘Even the dust of your town that clings to our feet, we wipe off in protest against you. Yet
know this: the kingdom of God has come near.””

18 “Whoever listens to you listens to me, and whoever rejects you rejects me, and whoever rejects
me rejects the one who sent me.” ¥ The seventy returned with joy, saying, “Lord, in your name
even the demons submit to us!” ¥ He said to them, “I watched Satan fall from heaven like a flash
of lightning. ¥° See, | have given you authority to tread on snakes and scorpions, and over all the
power of the enemy; and nothing will hurt you. 2 Nevertheless, do not rejoice at this, that the
spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.”

The gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
The congregation may be seated.

SERMON Pastor Bob Machamer



The congregation may stand.

HYMN OF THE DAY We All Are One in Mission

ELW 576

As the title of the hymn states, we all are one on a mission to live as God commanded us to. In the Holy Gospel, Jesus
sends people out to show others the power of the presence of God. This passage and hymn relate closely and describe

the importance of disciples of Christ coming together to share God’s word and love to others.
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I We all are one in mis - sion; we all are one in call,
2 We all are called for ser - vice, to wit-ness in God’s name.
3 Now let us be u - nit - ed, and let our song be heard.
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our var-ied gifts u - nit - ed by Christ, the Lord of all
Our min-is - tries are dif - f'rent;our pur - pose is the same:
Now let us be a ves - sel for God’s re - deem-ing Word.
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A sin - gle great com - mis - sion com - pels us from a - bove

to touch the lives of oth - ers with God’s sur-pris-ing grace,

We all are one in mis - sion; we all are one in call,
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to plan and work to - geth - er that all may know Christ’s love.
so ev-'ry folk and mna - tion may feel God’swarm em - brace.
our var-ied gifts u - nit - ed by Christ,the Lord of all.

Text: Rusty Edwards, b. 1955
Music: KUORTANE, Finnish folk tune
Text © 1986 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

THE APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,



suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

The congregation may kneel.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Drawn into the embrace of the holy Trinity, we lift our prayers for the wholeness of the church,
the world, and all creation.

You send your church into the world with a message of peace. Center the whole church in this
peace, and strengthen our faith by the example of all those who creatively and faithfully proclaim
your good news. God of grace, hear our prayer.

All the earth sings out your name. Inspire your people to drink deeply from the beauty of all your
creation. When ecosystems are wounded, bring your healing. When our actions endanger the
survival of other species, curb our greed and waste. God of grace, hear our prayer.

You call us to work for the good of all. Give resolve to those who lead, that they do not grow weary
in doing what is right. Guide them to seek peace between nations and freedom for all people. God
of grace, hear our prayer.

As a mother comforts her child, so you comfort us. Bring this comfort to those in any pain. Carry
your people when grief is heavy, and lift burdens of shame and self-doubt. God of grace, hear our
prayer.

Your harvest is plentiful, O God. Make us laborers and companions with one another in this
assembly. Send your peace to rest upon us, heal divisions among us, and open our hearts to
receive one another as gifts from you. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Please verbally add your personal prayer requests.



You have written our names in heaven, O God, and we rejoice. We thank you for those who have
lived and died in your love. Accompany us on our life’s journey and draw us at last to life forever
in you. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Gather all our prayers in your mercy, O God, through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

The congregation may be seated.

OFFERING MUSIC

The congregation may stand.

OFFERING PRAYER

Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the harvest is plentiful.
Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our labor, that we may work for the
good of all; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

COMMUNION MUSIC The Table Chris Tomlin
| will feast at the table of the Lord.
| will feast at the table of the Lord.

| won’t hunger anymore at His table.

Come all you weary, come and find
His yoke is easy, His burden light.
He is able; He will restore at the table of the Lord.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

On the night of his betrayal

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our sins, as we forgive
those who sin against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.



INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The kingdom of God is set before you. Eat and rejoice.

The congregation may be seated.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT

All without exception, are welcome at the table of God’s grace and love. Please fill out a
communion card and hand to an usher or place in the box at back of sanctuary. Today we receive
the sacrament at the altar rail. Please come forward at the direction of the ushers. Gluten-free
wafers and grape juice are available at the center aisle. Return to your seats by the side aisle. If
you are unable to come forward for communion, please let an usher know and communion can be
brought to you.

The congregation may stand.

BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace, in the name
of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Mothering God, you gathered us to your table, and we drank deeply of your grace. Send us out
by your Spirit to love our neighbors as ourselves and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name. Amen.

BENEDICTION
The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts; and the life of
the Spirit bless you and give you peace. Amen.



SENDING HYMN Spirit of Gentleness ELW 396

The Holy Spirit can be seen as both gentle and restless. In this hymn, the Spirit is portrayed as a wind. We turn to the

gentle wind to know the Holy Spirit is present, and we are met with peace and comfort. We turn to the restless wind
for power and activity.

Refrain
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stir me from plac-id-ness, wind, wind on the sea.
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1 You moved on the wa - ters, you called to the deep,

2 You swept through the des - ert, you stung with the sand,

3 You sang in a sta - ble, you cried from a hill,

4 You call from to -mor - row, you break an-cient schemes.
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then you coaxed up the moun - tains from the val - leys of sleep;

and you goad - ed your peo - ple with a law and a land;
then you whis-pered in si - lence when the whole world was still;
From the bond - age of sor - row all the cap - tives dream dreams;
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and o - ver the e - ons you called to each thing:

and when they were blind - ed with i - dols and lies,

and down in the cit - 'y you called once a - gain,

our wom-en see Vi - sions, our men clear their eyes.
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“A - wake from your slum - bers and rise on your wings.”
then you spoke through your proph - ets to o - pen their eyes.
when you blew through your peo - ple on the rush of the wind.
With . . .bold new de - ci - sions your peo-ple a - rise.

Text: James K. Manley, b. 1940
Music: SPIRIT, James K. Manley
Text and music © 1978 James K. Manley, admin. Augsburg Fortress.



DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Live by the Spirit. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23029.
Hymns and service music reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709485.

GUESTS are always welcome to the Table!

MEMBERS (two types)
Voting & Non-voting

KEEPING MEMBERSHIP SIMPLE

1. The only way you can ever be removed from the membership roll at St. John’s,
or any ELCA congregation:
® You request a transfer
e You ask to be removed
e You depart this life

2. Voting members must make a record of having:
o  Filled out a communion card and received the Lord’s Supper ONE time per year
o  Contributed ONE time per year, making sure your name is included



THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S

SUNDAY, JULY 6 — Fourth Sunday after Pentecost

9:30 AM Worship Celebration Sanctuary

MONDAY, JULY 7

TUESDAY, JULY 8

6:30 PM The Chosen Small Group Conference Room
WEDNESDAY, JULY 9

4:00 PM Camino Farms Off-site

THURSDAY, JULY 10

10:00 AM Chestnut Knoll Service Chestnut Knoll

6:00 PM Choir Choir Room

6:30 PM ScriptureDoodle Small Group Conference Room
7:00 PM Handbells Handbell Room

7:00 PM Organ Practice Sanctuary

8:00 PM Worship Broadcast Comcast Ch 98
FRIDAY, JULY 11

7:00 AM Men’s Small Group Bible Study Telephone Conference
9:30 AM Preschool Summer Fun Days Room 301 & 302
SATURDAY, JULY 12

4:30 PM Come to the Table Fellowship Hall/Parking Lot
SUNDAY, JULY 13 - Fifth Sunday after Pentecost

9:30 AM Worship Celebration Sanctuary

Scan the QR Code with your phone’s camera to
connect to our website and view more of
what’s happening at St. John’s!




PURPOSE STATEMENT

We believe God’s purpose for the people of St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is to
develop joy-filled children of God who love the Lord and share God’s Word.

We do this by:

=  Maintaining a trusting and welcoming environment.

=  Praying daily.
= Reading scripture regularly.

= Sharing our faith through action-based service.

= Encouraging holy conversations.
=  Feeding our faith with music.

With a focus on:

= Activities that build relationships.
=  Worship that is relevant.

=  Meeting the needs of the vulnerable in our community.

Pastor Bob Machamer

Kay Christman, Finance Team

Ashley Gheer, Intern

Sue Grofe, Finance Team

Donnie Heimbach, Property

Bonnie Moatz, Finance Team

Shannon Omlor, Communications Coordinator
Madison Robb, Intern

Linda Rohrbach, Treasurer

Becky Scheiry, Parish Administrator

bmachamer@stjohnsboyertown.org
financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org
agheer@stjohnsboyertown.org
financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org

financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org
somlor@stjohnsboyertown.org
intern@stjohnsboyertown.org
treasurer@stjohnsboyertown.org
parishadmin@stjohnsboyertown.org

Vo

45 N. Reading Avenue | Boyertown, PA 19512
610.369.1024 | fax 610.369.1463
stjohnsboyertown.org

W Office Hours | Monday-Thursday 8:30am - 3:30pm | Friday 8:30am - 12:00pm

BOYERTOWN



