
 

 

 

July 13, 2025 | 9:30 am 

FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As children of God and disciples of Christ seeking peace and 
justice in the world, we welcome, affirm, and include all people 
into the fullness of God’s love. We celebrate and lift up people 
of all races, cultures, ages, sexual orientations, gender 
identities, physical or mental abilities, economic statuses, 
political affiliation, appearances, family status, and citizenship 
as equally loved and valued in the eyes of God and in this place. 
All are invited to join this community as we worship God, grow 
in faith, and strive to love and serve one another. 

All, without exception, are welcome in this place. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Acolyte Delaney Hersperger Musicians Chris Mervine, organ/piano 

Altar Assistants Jen & Jason Friz  Molly Herman, vocals 

Altar Guild Jodie Dykie, Heather Murray Prayers Friz Family 

Assisting Minister Jason Friz Sound Melissa Eidle 

Lector Brian Moatz Video Scott Scheiry 

Media Shannon Omlor   

Ushers Becky & Barry Erb, Bunny & Ron Riffle 

 

GATHERING TIMES 

Sunday | 9:30 am | Sanctuary 
Worship Celebration with Holy Communion 
Livestream on YouTube (St John’s ELC Boyertown) 

Thursday | 8:00 pm 
Service Broadcast on Comcast Channel 98 

GET CONNECTED 

Connect with God, each other and our 
community! Follow us on Facebook, 
YouTube and Instagram! 

  

WELCOME 
You are a blessing to us, and we’re glad you’re here today! 

NEW HERE? 
Please do not feel obligated to contribute an offering - you are our guest! Rather, please ask an usher for a 
Let’s Get Acquainted card and drop it in the offering plate. 

Restrooms are located on the same level as the sanctuary. Exit the back of the sanctuary, turn left into Parish 
House, turn left again at ramp and continue midway down hallway. Restrooms are on the right. 

Gluten-free communion wafers and grape juice are available at the center aisle. 

WHERE DO MY KIDS GO? 

Children are always welcome to worship. Sunday School resumes in September and is offered for children 
ages 3 through 6th grade. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

The importance of prayer is affirmed throughout the Bible. As a church we are committed to pray - your 
needs are important to us. Prayer request cards can be obtained from an usher and may be filled out and 
dropped in the offering plate. 



 

 

Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 

To love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, strength, and mind is to 
reflect God’s mercy in responding to one’s neighbor. That mercy found its 
most profound expression in the “gospel that has come to you”—namely 
the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. That gospel mercy comes to 
us again today: at the font, at the table, and from the pulpit. It is very near 
to you. 

 

PRELUDE 

VIDEO 

WELCOME 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

The congregation may stand. 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin. 

Merciful God, you free us to love others, but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way. 
You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, but we turn away from the abundant life you offer. 
You surround us with patience, kindness, and generosity, but we grow weary in doing what is 
right. In your mercy, forgive us. Do not give up on us. Heal us, break our bonds, and show us the 
path of life. Amen. 

You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God’s children through faith. In the cross of Christ, and 
through the power of the Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Clothed with Christ, you are a new 
creation. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

GATHERING HYMN Gather Us In ELW 532 

This hymn is a calling and a welcome to all believers of Christ. We are invited to join as a community no matter what 
our pasts may be. When we love the Lord, our lives are changed and we become one in Christ.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all. And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  
O Lord God, your mercy delights us, and the world longs for your loving care. Hear the cries of 
everyone in need, and turn our hearts to love our neighbors with the love of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

Change My Heart, O God 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The congregation may be seated.  

FIRST READING                        Deuteronomy 30:9-14 

Moses calls the people who are about to enter the promised land to renew the covenant God made with their 
ancestors. Through this covenant God gives life and asks for obedience. God’s commandment is neither burdensome 

nor too far off, but dwells in the people’s hearts. 

9 The LORD your God will make you abundantly prosperous in all your undertakings, in the fruit of 
your body, in the fruit of your livestock, and in the fruit of your soil. For the LORD will again take 
delight in prospering you, just as he delighted in prospering your ancestors, 10 when you obey 
the LORD your God by observing his commandments and decrees that are written in this book of 
the law, because you turn to the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul. 11 Surely, 
this commandment that I am commanding you today is not too hard for you, nor is it too far 



 

 

away. 12 It is not in heaven, that you should say, “Who will go up to heaven for us, and get it for 
us so that we may hear it and observe it?” 13 Neither is it beyond the sea, that you should say, 
“Who will cross to the other side of the sea for us, and get it for us so that we may hear it and 
observe it?” 14 No, the word is very near to you; it is in your mouth and in your heart for you to 
observe. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

SECOND READING                                             Colossians 1:1-14 

The letter to the Colossians was written to warn its readers of various false teachings. The first part of the letter is an 
expression of thanks for the faith, hope, and love that mark this community, including a prayer for strength and 

courage. 

1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, 2 To the saints and 
faithful brothers and sisters in Christ in Colossae: Grace to you and peace from God our Father. 
3 In our prayers for you we always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 4 for we have 
heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love that you have for all the saints, 5 because of the 
hope laid up for you in heaven. You have heard of this hope before in the word of the truth, the 
gospel 6 that has come to you. Just as it is bearing fruit and growing in the whole world, so it has 
been bearing fruit among yourselves from the day you heard it and truly comprehended the grace 
of God. 7 This you learned from Epaphras, our beloved fellow servant. He is a faithful minister of 
Christ on your behalf, 8 and he has made known to us your love in the Spirit. 9 For this reason, since 
the day we heard it, we have not ceased praying for you and asking that you may be filled with 
the knowledge of God’s will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, 10 so that you may lead 
lives worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, as you bear fruit in every good work and as you 
grow in the knowledge of God. 11 May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from 
his glorious power, and may you be prepared to endure everything with patience, while 
joyfully 12 giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints 
in the light. 13 He has rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom 
of his beloved Son, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

The congregation may stand. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Alleluia, alleluia, 
Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia! 



 

 

GOSPEL READING                         Luke 10:25-37 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. Glory to you, O Lord. 

Jesus is challenged to explain what is involved in obeying the greatest commandment. He tells a parable rich in 
surprises: those expected to show pity display hard hearts while the lowly give and receive unexpected and lavish 

mercy. 

25 Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he said, “what must I do to inherit eternal 
life?” 26 He said to him, “What is written in the law? What do you read there?” 27 He answered, 
“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your 
strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.” 28 And he said to him, “You have 
given the right answer; do this, and you will live.” 29 But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, 
“And who is my neighbor?” 30 Jesus replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, 
and fell into the hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and went away, leaving him half 
dead. 31 Now by chance a priest was going down that road; and when he saw him, he passed by 
on the other side. 32 So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on 
the other side. 33 But a Samaritan while traveling came near him; and when he saw him, he was 
moved with pity. 34 He went to him and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and wine on 
them. Then he put him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. 35 The next 
day he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said, ‘Take care of him; and when I 
come back, I will repay you whatever more you spend.’ 36 Which of these three, do you think, was 
a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?” 37 He said, “The one who showed 
him mercy.” Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.” 

The gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

The congregation may be seated. 

SERMON  Pastor Bob Machamer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The congregation may stand. 

HYMN OF THE DAY                  Jesus Calls Us; O’er the Tumult ELW 696 

In the Holy Gospel, we recognize the difference between our neighbors in faith and others not moved by the Word 
of the Lord. As the hymn states, we are called to look to Jesus for guidance and support even through seemingly 

difficult challenges.  

 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 



 

 

 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
           and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The congregation may kneel. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
In solidarity with all creation, we join our voice to the voice of the whole church and pray for the 
needs of the world. 

Saving God, awaken your church to your truth as it follows your path of love. Encourage pastors, 
deacons, teachers, and seminarians, and lead them as they seek to learn your ways. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 

Prosper the harvests of fruit-bearing bushes, trees, and plants. Uphold farmers and farm workers 
as they labor through summer days, and bring relief to lands that are parched with heat. God of 
grace, hear our prayer. 

Instill in leaders of the world a strong love for their neighbors. Compel them to govern with equity 
and to give aid and protection to people who are vulnerable, especially strangers, migrants, and 
asylum seekers. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

Draw near to people in need of help, comfort, and healing. Provide protection and aid to children 
who are unsafe and undernourished while on summer break. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

Go with all who travel, and protect them from harm. Put in their paths people who offer aid. We 
pray especially for the safety of first responders. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

Please verbally add your personal prayer requests. 

We give you thanks for all who have gone before us and have made your love known. Help us to 
follow their witness as we await our share in the inheritance of the saints. God of grace, hear our 
prayer. 



 

 

Trusting in your lovingkindness, we place our prayer and hope in you, in the name of Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

The congregation may be seated. 

OFFERING MUSIC 

The congregation may stand. 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the harvest is plentiful. 
Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our labor, that we may work for the 
good of all; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

COMMUNION MUSIC  The Table Chris Tomlin 
I will feast at the table of the Lord. 
I will feast at the table of the Lord. 

I won’t hunger anymore at His table. 

Come all you weary, come and find 
His yoke is easy, His burden light. 

He is able; He will restore at the table of the Lord. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
On the night of his betrayal 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who sin against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The kingdom of God is set before you. Eat and rejoice. 



 

 

The congregation may be seated. 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT 
All without exception, are welcome at the table of God’s grace and love. Please fill out a 
communion card and hand to an usher or place in the box at back of sanctuary. Today we receive 
the sacrament at the altar rail. Please come forward at the direction of the ushers. Gluten-free 
wafers and grape juice are available at the center aisle. Return to your seats by the side aisle. If 
you are unable to come forward for communion, please let an usher know and communion can be 
brought to you. 

The congregation may stand. 

BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace, in the name 
of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
Mothering God, you gathered us to your table, and we drank deeply of your grace. Send us out 
by your Spirit to love our neighbors as ourselves and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

BENEDICTION 
The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts; and the life of 
the Spirit bless you and give you peace. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

SENDING HYMN Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing ELW 886 

This hymn describes the many ways our lives can be enhanced by believing in the presence of Jesus and His ultimate 
sacrifice for us. As believers, we join together in affirming our faith through our actions to others. We are tasked to 

spread the good news of the Lord to others and join as a community in Christ.  

 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Live by the Spirit. Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23029. 
Hymns and service music reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709485. 



 

 

 
GUESTS are always welcome to the Table! 

 
MEMBERS (two types) 
Voting & Non-voting 

 
KEEPING MEMBERSHIP SIMPLE 

 
1. The only way you can ever be removed from the membership roll at St. John’s, 

or any ELCA congregation: 

• You request a transfer 

• You ask to be removed 

• You depart this life 

 
2. Voting members must make a record of having: 

• Filled out a communion card and received the Lord’s Supper ONE time per year 

• Contributed ONE time per year, making sure your name is included 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S 
 

SUNDAY, JULY 13 – Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 

9:30 AM Worship Celebration Sanctuary 

MONDAY, JULY 14 

5:00 PM Newsletter Submission  

6:30 PM Grateful Small Group Conference Room 

TUESDAY, JULY 15 

6:30 PM Finance Team Main Office 

6:30 PM The Chosen Small Group Conference Room 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 16 

9:30 AM Pottstown Soup Kitchen Pottstown Salvation Army 

THURSDAY, JULY 17 

10:00 AM Chestnut Knoll Service Chestnut Knoll 

6:00 PM Choir Choir Room 

6:30 PM ScriptureDoodle Small Group Conference Room 

7:00 PM Handbell Choir Handbell Room 

7:30 PM Organ Practice Sanctuary 

8:00 PM Worship Broadcast Comcast Ch 98 

FRIDAY, JULY 18 

7:00 AM Men’s Small Group Bible Study Telephone Conference 

9:30 AM Preschool Summer Fun Day Preschool 

SATURDAY, JULY 19 

4:30 PM Come to the Table Fellowship Hall/Parking Lot 

SUNDAY, JULY 20 – Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 

9:30 AM Worship Celebration, Baptism & New Members Sanctuary 

10:45 AM Coffee & Conversation Lower Level 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Scan the QR Code with your phone’s camera to 
connect to our website and view more of 

what’s happening at St. John’s! 



 

 

 

PURPOSE STATEMENT 
 

We believe God’s purpose for the people of St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is to 
develop joy-filled children of God who love the Lord and share God’s Word. 

We do this by: 

▪ Maintaining a trusting and welcoming environment. 
▪ Praying daily. 
▪ Reading scripture regularly. 
▪ Sharing our faith through action-based service. 
▪ Encouraging holy conversations. 
▪ Feeding our faith with music. 

With a focus on: 

▪ Activities that build relationships. 
▪ Worship that is relevant. 
▪ Meeting the needs of the vulnerable in our community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Bob Machamer 
Pastor Bob Machamer 

bmachamer@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Kay Christman, Finance Team financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Ashley Gheer, Intern agheer@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Sue Grofe, Finance Team financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Donnie Heimbach, Property  

Bonnie Moatz, Finance Team financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Shannon Omlor, Communications Coordinator somlor@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Madison Robb, Intern intern@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Linda Rohrbach, Treasurer treasurer@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Becky Scheiry, Parish Administrator parishadmin@stjohnsboyertown.org 

45 N. Reading Avenue | Boyertown, PA 19512 
610.369.1024 | fax 610.369.1463 

stjohnsboyertown.org 
Office Hours | Monday-Thursday 8:30am - 3:30pm | Friday 8:30am - 12:00pm 


