
 

 

 

August 3, 2025 | 9:30 am 

EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As children of God and disciples of Christ seeking peace and 
justice in the world, we welcome, affirm, and include all people 
into the fullness of God’s love. We celebrate and lift up people 
of all races, cultures, ages, sexual orientations, gender 
identities, physical or mental abilities, economic statuses, 
political affiliation, appearances, family status, and citizenship 
as equally loved and valued in the eyes of God and in this place. 
All are invited to join this community as we worship God, grow 
in faith, and strive to love and serve one another. 

All, without exception, are welcome in this place. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Acolyte Grant Hersperger Musicians Olivia Helmer, vocals 

Altar Assistants Melissa Eidle, Tom Engle  Patricia Keith, piano 

Altar Guild Shirley Hartman, Sue Hill Prayers Tom Engle 

Assisting Minister Madison Robb Sound Brianna Rohrbach 

Lector Dave Babb Video Jason Eidle 

Media Jason Friz   

Ushers Bev & Joe Blake, Andy & Susan Varzally 

Flowers given in loving memory of our parents by Bill and Elaine Smith. 

GATHERING TIMES 

Sunday | 9:30 am | Sanctuary 
Worship Celebration with Holy Communion 
Livestream on YouTube (St John’s ELC Boyertown) 

Thursday | 8:00 pm 
Service Broadcast on Comcast Channel 98 

GET CONNECTED 

Connect with God, each other and our 
community! Follow us on Facebook, 
YouTube and Instagram! 

  

WELCOME 
You are a blessing to us, and we’re glad you’re here today! 

NEW HERE? 
Please do not feel obligated to contribute an offering - you are our guest! Rather, please ask an usher for a 
Let’s Get Acquainted card and drop it in the offering plate. 

Restrooms are located on the same level as the sanctuary. Exit the back of the sanctuary, turn left into Parish 
House, turn left again at ramp and continue midway down hallway. Restrooms are on the right. 

Gluten-free communion wafers and grape juice are available at the center aisle. 

WHERE DO MY KIDS GO? 

Children are always welcome to worship. Sunday School resumes in September and is offered for children 
ages 3 through 6th grade. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

The importance of prayer is affirmed throughout the Bible. As a church we are committed to pray - your 
needs are important to us. Prayer request cards can be obtained from an usher and may be filled out and 
dropped in the offering plate. 



 

 

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 

Today’s texts offer instruction and encouragement for all who are 
occasionally overwhelmed by the “unhappy business” of life. Jesus urges us 
to take care and be on guard against all kinds of greed. We who have died 
with Christ in holy baptism have also been raised with him and are 
encouraged to elevate our thinking, seeking the “things that are above.” To 

that end we seek the sustenance of the Lord’s supper and the encouragement of God’s word. 

 

PRELUDE 

VIDEO 

WELCOME 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

The congregation may stand. 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin. 

Merciful God, you free us to love others, but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way. 
You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, but we turn away from the abundant life you offer. 
You surround us with patience, kindness, and generosity, but we grow weary in doing what is 
right. In your mercy, forgive us. Do not give up on us. Heal us, break our bonds, and show us the 
path of life. Amen. 

You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God’s children through faith. In the cross of Christ, and 
through the power of the Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Clothed with Christ, you are a new 
creation. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

GATHERING HYMN A Hymn of Glory, Let Us Sing ELW 393 

Ascension of Our Lord signifies Jesus’ ascension into heaven with the Father. We praise Christ for His resurrection and 
ascension. He may be in a different form, but He is still here with us on earth. We know this through his everlasting 

love, guidance, and light. 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all. And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  
Benevolent God, you are the source, the guide, and the goal of our lives. Teach us to love what 
is worth loving, to reject what is offensive to you, and to treasure what is precious in your sight, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 



 

 

Change My Heart, O God 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The congregation may be seated.  

FIRST READING        Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23 

The teacher of wisdom who wrote Ecclesiastes sees that working for mere accumulation of wealth turns life into an 
empty game, a “vanity of vanities.” Nevertheless, he asserts in the next verse, it is good to find enjoyment in one’s 

work because such enjoyment is a gift from God. 

2 Vanity of vanities, says the Teacher, vanity of vanities! All is vanity.  

12 I, the Teacher, when king over Israel in Jerusalem, 13 applied my mind to seek and to search out 
by wisdom all that is done under heaven; it is an unhappy business that God has given to human 
beings to be busy with. 14 I saw all the deeds that are done under the sun; and see, all is vanity 
and a chasing after wind.  

2:18 I hated all my toil in which I had toiled under the sun, seeing that I must leave it to those who 
come after me 19 —and who knows whether they will be wise or foolish? Yet they will be master 
of all for which I toiled and used my wisdom under the sun. This also is vanity. 20 So I turned and 
gave my heart up to despair concerning all the toil of my labors under the sun, 21 because 
sometimes one who has toiled with wisdom and knowledge and skill must leave all to be enjoyed 
by another who did not toil for it. This also is vanity and a great evil. 22 What do mortals get from 
all the toil and strain with which they toil under the sun? 23 For all their days are full of pain, and 



 

 

their work is a vexation; even at night their minds do not rest. This also is vanity. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

SECOND READING                                             Colossians 3:1-11 

Life in Christ includes a radical reorientation of our values. Just as the newly baptized shed their old clothes and put on 
new garments, so Christians are called to let go of greed and take hold of a life shaped by God’s love in Christ. 

1 So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at 
the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on 
earth, 3 for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is your life 
is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory. 5 Put to death, therefore, whatever 
in you is earthly: fornication, impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed (which is idolatry). 6 On 
account of these the wrath of God is coming on those who are disobedient. 7 These are the ways 
you also once followed, when you were living that life. 8 But now you must get rid of all such 
things—anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive language from your mouth. 9 Do not lie to one 
another, seeing that you have stripped off the old self with its practices 10 and have clothed 
yourselves with the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge according to the image of its 
creator. 11 In that renewal there is no longer Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, 
barbarian, Scythian, slave and free; but Christ is all and in all! 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

The congregation may stand. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Alleluia, alleluia, 
Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia! 

GOSPEL READING                         Luke 12:13-21 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. Glory to you, O Lord. 

In God’s reign, the “rich will be sent away empty.” Jesus uses a parable to warn against identifying the worth of one’s 
life with the value of one’s possessions rather than one’s relationship with God. 

13 Someone in the crowd said to [Jesus,] “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the family inheritance 
with me.” 14 But he said to him, “Friend, who set me to be a judge or arbitrator over you?” 15 And 
he said to them, “Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; for one’s life does not 
consist in the abundance of possessions.” 16 Then he told them a parable: “The land of a rich man 
produced abundantly. 17 And he thought to himself, ‘What should I do, for I have no place to store 



 

 

my crops?’ 18 Then he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build larger ones, and there 
I will store all my grain and my goods. 19 And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid 
up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.’ 20 But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night 
your life is being demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ 21 So 
it is with those who store up treasures for themselves but are not rich toward God.” 

The gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

The congregation may be seated. 

SERMON  Pastor Bob Machamer 

The congregation may stand. 

HYMN OF THE DAY                  O Word of God Incarnate ELW 514 

We use the Bible as a guide to help us through everyday challenges we may face. It is very easy to fall into a habit of 
dwelling on earthly forces. As believers in Christ, we must lift our thinking up to the Lord and trust His Word.  



 

 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
           and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The congregation may kneel. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
In solidarity with all creation, we join our voice to the voice of the whole church and pray for the 
needs of the world. 

Renew in your church a perspective of life beyond worldly pursuits. Build an enthusiasm to 
embrace life in Christ, so that Christ, the life of the world, is revealed to everyone. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 

Revitalize and protect the treasures of wild places. Teach all people to value the earth, winds, 
waters, trees, and animals, the gifts that make life possible on this planet. God of grace, hear our 
prayer. 

Speak wisdom to any in positions of power, that they cease practices of divisiveness, insult, and 
oppression. Clothe all people in your image, and establish equity and peace. God of grace, hear 
our prayer. 

Reveal your loving presence in the lives of people suffering hunger and need, illness and grief, 
pain and fear. Give strength to those who give care, and equip them with compassion as they 



 

 

make your love known. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

Store up in this congregation a full measure of gratitude and generosity. Guide the work of 
treasurers and all who attend to financial matters. Support those whose work in our community 
is difficult and demanding; make us mindful of the toil that goes unnoticed. God of grace, hear 
our prayer. 

Please verbally add your personal prayer requests. 

Receive our thanks for the lives of your saints who now rest from their labors. Give us wisdom 
through their witness and encourage us in love as we continue our lives in the world. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 

Trusting in your lovingkindness, we place our prayer and hope in you, in the name of Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

The congregation may be seated. 

OFFERING MUSIC 

The congregation may stand. 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the harvest is plentiful. 
Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our labor, that we may work for the 
good of all; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

COMMUNION MUSIC  The Table Chris Tomlin 
I will feast at the table of the Lord. 
I will feast at the table of the Lord. 

I won’t hunger anymore at His table. 

Come all you weary, come and find 
His yoke is easy, His burden light. 

He is able; He will restore at the table of the Lord. 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
On the night of his betrayal 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 



 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who sin against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The kingdom of God is set before you. Eat and rejoice. 

The congregation may be seated. 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT 
All without exception, are welcome at the table of God’s grace and love. Please fill out a 
communion card and hand to an usher or place in the box at back of sanctuary. Today we receive 
the sacrament at the altar rail. Please come forward at the direction of the ushers. Gluten-free 
wafers and grape juice are available at the center aisle. Return to your seats by the side aisle. If 
you are unable to come forward for communion, please let an usher know and communion can be 
brought to you. 

The congregation may stand. 

BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace, in the name 
of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
Mothering God, you gathered us to your table, and we drank deeply of your grace. Send us out 
by your Spirit to love our neighbors as ourselves and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

BENEDICTION 
The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts; and the life of 
the Spirit bless you and give you peace. Amen. 

 

 

 



 

 

SENDING HYMN In Christ There Is No East or West ELW 650 

This hymn uses the imagery of distance and directions to show how unbounding God’s love and grace is. No matter 
your background, you are a child of God. As children of God, we are united as a family.  

 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Live by the Spirit. Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23029. 
Hymns and service music reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709485. 



 

 

GUESTS are always welcome to the Table! 
 

MEMBERS (two types) 
Voting & Non-voting 

 
KEEPING MEMBERSHIP SIMPLE 

 
1. The only way you can ever be removed from the membership roll at St. John’s, 

or any ELCA congregation: 

• You request a transfer 

• You ask to be removed 

• You depart this life 

 
2. Voting members must make a record of having: 

• Filled out a communion card and received the Lord’s Supper ONE time per year 

• Contributed ONE time per year, making sure your name is included 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S 
 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 3 – Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 

9:30 AM Worship Celebration Sanctuary 

MONDAY, AUGUST 4 

Youth Retreat   

6:30 PM Grateful Small Group Conference Room 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 5 

Youth Retreat   

6:30 PM Jr. Optimist Club Lower Level 

6:30 PM Teach Us to Pray Small Group Conference Room 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 6 

Youth Retreat 

Oley Cluster    

THURSDAY, AUGUST 7 

Youth Retreat 

10:00 AM Chestnut Knoll Service Chestnut Knoll 

6:00 PM Choir Choir Room 

7:00 PM Handbells Handbell Room 

8:00 PM Worship Broadcast Comcast Ch 98 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 8 

7:00 AM Men’s Small Group Bible Study Telephone Conference 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 9 

4:30 PM Come to the Table Fellowship Hall/Parking Lot 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 10 – Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 

9:30 AM Worship Celebration Sanctuary 

10:45 AM Coffee & Conversation Lower Level 

3:30 PM Ellixson’s ‘Karate Kid’ State Theatre 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Scan the QR Code with your phone’s camera to 
connect to our website and view more of 

what’s happening at St. John’s! 



 

 

 

PURPOSE STATEMENT 
 

We believe God’s purpose for the people of St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is to 
develop joy-filled children of God who love the Lord and share God’s Word. 

We do this by: 

▪ Maintaining a trusting and welcoming environment. 
▪ Praying daily. 
▪ Reading scripture regularly. 
▪ Sharing our faith through action-based service. 
▪ Encouraging holy conversations. 
▪ Feeding our faith with music. 

With a focus on: 

▪ Activities that build relationships. 
▪ Worship that is relevant. 
▪ Meeting the needs of the vulnerable in our community. 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Bob Machamer 
Pastor Bob Machamer 

bmachamer@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Bethany Calderwood, Director of Preschool Ministry bcalderwood@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Kay Christman, Finance Team financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Ashley Gheer, Intern agheer@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Sue Grofe, Finance Team financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Donnie Heimbach, Property  

Bonnie Moatz, Finance Team financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Shannon Omlor, Communications Coordinator somlor@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Madison Robb, Intern intern@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Linda Rohrbach, Treasurer treasurer@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Becky Scheiry, Parish Administrator parishadmin@stjohnsboyertown.org 

45 N. Reading Avenue | Boyertown, PA 19512 
610.369.1024 | fax 610.369.1463 

stjohnsboyertown.org 
Office Hours | Monday-Thursday 8:30am - 3:30pm | Friday 8:30am - 12:00pm 


