August 10,2025 | 9:30 am
NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

As children of God and disciples of Christ seeking peace and
justice in the world, we welcome, affirm, and include all people
into the fullness of God’s love. We celebrate and lift up people
of all races, cultures, ages, sexual orientations, gender
identities, physical or mental abilities, economic statuses,
political affiliation, appearances, family status, and citizenship
as equally loved and valued in the eyes of God and in this place.
All are invited to join this community as we worship God, grow
in faith, and strive to love and serve one another.

All, without exception, are welcome in this place.
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WELCOME

You are a blessing to us, and we’re glad you’re here today!

NEW HERE?

Please do not feel obligated to contribute an offering - you are our guest! Rather, please ask an usher for a
Let’s Get Acquainted card and drop it in the offering plate.

Restrooms are located on the same level as the sanctuary. Exit the back of the sanctuary, turn left into Parish
House, turn left again at ramp and continue midway down hallway. Restrooms are on the right.

Gluten-free communion wafers and grape juice are available at the center aisle.

WHERE DO MY KIDS GO?

Children are always welcome to worship. Sunday School resumes in September and is offered for children
ages 3 through 6th grade.

PRAYER REQUESTS

The importance of prayer is affirmed throughout the Bible. As a church we are committed to pray - your
needs are important to us. Prayer request cards can be obtained from an usher and may be filled out and
dropped in the offering plate.

GATHERING TIMES GET CONNECTED
Sunday | 9:30 am | Sanctuary Connect with God, each other and our
Worship Celebration with Holy Communion community! Follow us on Facebook,
Livestream on YouTube (St John’s ELC Boyertown) YouTube and Instagram!
Thursday | 8:00 pm
Service Broadcast on Comcast Channel 98 @ n rr-.)) u
SERVING IN WORSHIP
Acolyte Delaney Hersperger Media Shannon Omlor
Altar Assistants Bonnie Moatz, Mel Roth Musician Atsuko Hanson
Altar Guild Dorothy Breitkreutz Prayers Bonnie Moatz
Assisting Minister  Mel Roth Sound Myles Omlor
Lector Cathy Krause Video Abbe Grofe
Ushers Ed Schaeffer, Carol Sematis, Sandy & Terry Wade

Flowers given in loving memory of my wife, Janet, by Terry Wadsworth.



Ninth Sunday after Pentecost

Jesus says, “It is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” It is
God’s promise from the beginning—to Abraham, to the early church, and
to the “little flock” of which we are a part in today’s assembly. Faith, God’s
baptismal gift, trusts the promises of God. Have no fear.

PRELUDE

VIDEO

WELCOME

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

The congregation may stand.

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.

Merciful God, you free us to love others, but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way.
You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, but we turn away from the abundant life you offer.
You surround us with patience, kindness, and generosity, but we grow weary in doing what is
right. In your mercy, forgive us. Do not give up on us. Heal us, break our bonds, and show us the
path of life. Amen.

You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God’s children through faith. In the cross of Christ, and
through the power of the Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Clothed with Christ, you are a new
creation. Amen.



Music led by St. John’s Choir, under the direction of Madison Robb:

Bev Blake, Virga Brown, Mary Dierolf, Ryan DiPietro, Tom Engle, Sarah Everingham,
Amy Moyer, Jennifer Schlegel, Kathy Smith, Beth Anne Stork

GATHERING HYMN Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer ELW 618

God guides us through our everyday lives. He provides support and comfort for our needs. Relating to the second
reading for today, stepping outside of your comfort zone can cause hesitation and confusion. As Abraham experienced
traveling to the unknown, he relied on his strong faith in the Lord to guide him. We can rely on our faith in God to help

and support us, too.
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I Guideme ev - er, great Re - deem-er, pil - grim through this
2 O - pen now the crys - tal  foun-tain where the heal - ing
3 When I tread the verge of Jor-dan, bid my anx - ious
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bar - ren land. I am weak, but you are might-y; hold me
wa - ters flow; let the fire and cloud -y pil - lar lead me
fears sub - side; death of death and hell’s de - struc - tion, land me
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with your pow’r-ful hand. Bread of heav-en, bread of heav-en,
all  my jour - ney through. Strong de - liv - rer, strong de - liv - ’rer,
safe on Ca - naan’s side. Songs and prais - es, songs and prais - es
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feed me now and ev - er - more, feed me now and ev - er - more.
shield me with your might-y arm, shield me with your might-y arm.
1 will raise for - ev - er - more, I will raise for - ev - er - more.

Text: William Williams, 1717-1791; tr. William Williams and Peter Williams, 1722-1796, alt.
Music: CWM RHONDDA, John Hughes, 1873-1932



The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all. And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Almighty God, you sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light of your church. Open our hearts
to the riches of your grace, that we may be ready to receive you wherever you appear, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Change My Heart, O God

Refrain

P R S S P A

Change my heart, O  God; make it ev-er true.
End
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Change my heart, O  God; may [ be like you.
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You are the pot - ter; I am the clay.
33— Refrain
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Mold me and make  me; this is what [ pray.
Text: Edd s, b, 1953
Music: MY HEART, Eddie Espinosa
Text and music © 1982 Mercy/Vineyeard Publishing, admin, Music Services
The congregation may be seated.
FIRST READING Genesis 15:1-6

God promises childless and aging Abram that a child of his own will be his heir and that his descendants will number
as many as the stars. Abram trusts God’s promise, and through this faith he is considered righteous.

L After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be afraid, Abram, |
am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2But Abram said, “O Lord Gob, what will you
give me, for | continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” * And Abram
said, “You have given me no offspring, and so a slave born in my house is to be my heir.” 4 But the
word of the LORD came to him, “This man shall not be your heir; no one but your very own issue



shall be your heir.” > He brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count the stars,
if you are able to count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” ® And he
believed the LORD; and the LORD reckoned it to him as righteousness.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
SECOND READING Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16

Abraham and Sarah exemplify the vision of faith that people of God enact in every age. Their hope and trust in God’s
promise allowed them to face an unknown future and to receive the promise of God.

! Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 2Indeed, by
faith our ancestors received approval. 3 By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by
the word of God, so that what is seen was made from things that are not visible.

8By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was to receive as an
inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he was going. ° By faith he stayed for a time in the
land he had been promised, as in a foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were
heirs with him of the same promise. °For he looked forward to the city that has foundations,
whose architect and builder is God. * By faith he received power of procreation, even though he
was too old—and Sarah herself was barren—because he considered him faithful who had
promised. > Therefore from one person, and this one as good as dead, descendants were born,
“as many as the stars of heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.” B All of
these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a distance they saw and
greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers and foreigners on the earth, *for people
who speak in this way make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. ®If they had been thinking
of the land that they had left behind, they would have had opportunity to return. *But as it is,
they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called
their God; indeed, he has prepared a city for them.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
The congregation may stand.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia,

Lord, to whom shall we go?

You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia!



GOSPEL READING Luke 12:32-40
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus encourages disciples to invest their hearts and live fully into God’s reign. Instead of facing life with fear, those
who know God'’s generosity are always ready to receive from God and to give to others.

[Jesus said:] *2“Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the
kingdom. 3 Sell your possessions, and give alms. Make purses for yourselves that do not wear out,
an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. 3 For where
your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 3 “Be dressed for action and have your lamps
lit; 3® be like those who are waiting for their master to return from the wedding banquet, so that
they may open the door for him as soon as he comes and knocks. 3 Blessed are those slaves whom
the master finds alert when he comes; truly | tell you, he will fasten his belt and have them sit
down to eat, and he will come and serve them. 3If he comes during the middle of the night, or
near dawn, and finds them so, blessed are those slaves. 3° “But know this: if the owner of the
house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have let his house be broken
into. “°You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.”

The gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
The congregation may be seated.

SERMON Pastor Bob Machamer



The congregation may stand.

HYMN OF THE DAY Have No Fear, Little Flock ELW 764

This hymn relates most closely to the Holy Gospel for today. The lyrics are based on Luke 12:32 where Jesus tells the
people to not be afraid as God will provide for their needs. The image of a flock of sheep and their shepherd caring for
them can be very metaphorical to God being our shepherd and caring for His flock which are the followers of Christ.
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1 Have no fear, lit - tle  flock; have no fear, lit - tle
2 Have good cheer, lit - tle  flock; have good cheer, lit - te
3 Praise the Lord high a - bove; praise the Lord high a -
4 Thank -ful hearts raise to God; thank - ful hearts  raise to
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give you the king -dom; have no fear, lit - tle  flock!
his love for - ev - er; have good cheer, lit - tle  flock!
lift and re - store you; praise the Lord  high a - bove!

all things  works with you; thank - ful  hearts raise to  God!

Text: Luke 12:32, st. 1; Marjorie Jillson, b. 1931, sts. 2—4
Music: LITTLE FLOCK, Heinz Werner Zimmermann, b. 1930
Text and music © 1973 Concordia Publishing House.

THE APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;



he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER PETITION

Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying ELW 752

Choir will sing through once to introduce, then congregation joins in.
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Lord, lis-ten to your chil-dren pray-ing, Lord, send your Spir-it in this place;
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Lord, lis-ten to your chil-dren pray -ing, send us love, send us pow’r, send us grace.

Text: Ken Medema, b. 1943
Music: CHILDREN PRAYING. Ken Medema
Text and music © 1973 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

The congregation may kneel.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

During this time of prayer, you are encouraged to meditate fully
on the prayers offered by the reader.

Prayer response:

God of grace, hear our prayer.



The congregation may be seated.
OFFERING MUSIC Bwana Awabariki Kenyan traditional

translates to:
“May God grant you a blessing, may God grant you a blessing evermore.”

The congregation may stand.

OFFERING PRAYER

Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the harvest is plentiful.
Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our labor, that we may work for the
good of all; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

COMMUNION MUSIC The Table Chris Tomlin
| will feast at the table of the Lord.
| will feast at the table of the Lord.

| won’t hunger anymore at His table.

Come all you weary, come and find
His yoke is easy, His burden light.
He is able; He will restore at the table of the Lord.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

On the night of his betrayal

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our sins, as we forgive
those who sin against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.



INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The kingdom of God is set before you. Eat and rejoice.

The congregation may be seated.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT

All without exception, are welcome at the table of God’s grace and love. Please fill out a
communion card and hand to an usher or place in the box at back of sanctuary. Today we receive
the sacrament at the altar rail. Please come forward at the direction of the ushers. Gluten-free
wafers and grape juice are available at the center aisle. Return to your seats by the side aisle. If
you are unable to come forward for communion, please let an usher know and communion can be
brought to you.

The congregation may stand.

BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace, in the name
of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Mothering God, you gathered us to your table, and we drank deeply of your grace. Send us out
by your Spirit to love our neighbors as ourselves and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name. Amen.

BENEDICTION
The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts; and the life of
the Spirit bless you and give you peace. Amen.



SENDING HYMN My Life Flows on in Endless Song ELW 763

Have no fear. Have faith and trust in the Lord. As the hymn states, no hardship can shake our faith in God. As
Christians, we know Christ is the King of Kings, so we rejoice in Him and His unending love.
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1 My life flowson in end-less song; a-bove earth’s lam-en - ta - tion,
2 Through all the tu- mult and the strife, 1 hear that mu-sic ring- ing.
3 What though my joys and com-forts die? The Lord my Sav-ior liv - eth.
4 The peace of Christ makes fresh my heart, a foun-tain ev - er spring-ing!
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I catch the sweet, though far-off hymn that hails a new cre - a - tion.
It finds an ech - o in my soul. Howcan I keep from sing-ing?
What though the dark - ness gath-er round? Songsin the night he giv - eth.
All  things are mine since I am his! Howcan 1 keep from sing-ing?
Refrain
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No  storm can shake my in-most calm while to thatRock I'm cling-ing.
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Since Christ is Lord of heav-en and earth,how can I keep from sing-ing?

Text: Robert Lowry, 1826-1899

Music: HOW CAN I KEEP FROM SINGING., Robert Lowry, alt.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Live by the Spirit. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Ev’ry Time | Feel the Spirit Robert W. Thygerson

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23029.
Hymns and service music reprinted under Onelicense.net #A-709485.



GUESTS are always welcome to the Table!

MEMBERS (two types)
Voting & Non-voting

KEEPING MEMBERSHIP SIMPLE

The only way you can ever be removed from the membership roll at St. John’s,
or any ELCA congregation:

® Yourequest a transfer

e  You ask to be removed

e  You depart this life

Voting members must make a record of having:
e  Filled out a communion card and received the Lord’s Supper ONE time per year
e  Contributed ONE time per year, making sure your name is included

Join us in praying
for our preschool!

MONDAY, AUGUST 18
7:00 PM
LOWER LEVEL




THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S

SUNDAY, AUGUST 10 — Ninth Sunday after Pentecost

9:30 AM Worship Celebration

10:45 AM Coffee & Conversation

10:45 AM Service MAG

3:30 PM Ellixson’s ‘Karate Kid’
MONDAY, AUGUST 11

5:00 PM Newsletter Submission

6:30 PM Grateful Small Group

7:30 PM Optimist Club of Boyertown
TUESDAY, AUGUST 12

6:30 PM Teach Us to Pray Small Group
6:45 PM Support MAG

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 13

6:30 PM Worship Team

THURSDAY, AUGUST 14

10:00 AM Chestnut Knoll Service

8:00 PM Worship Broadcast

FRIDAY, AUGUST 15

7:00 AM Men’s Small Group Bible Study
9:30 AM Preschool Summer Fun Days
SATURDAY, AUGUST 16

4:30 PM Come to the Table

SUNDAY, AUGUST 17 — Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
9:30 AM Worship Celebration

6:30 PM Girl Scout Service Unit Leaders

Sanctuary

Lower Level
Conference Room
State Theatre

Conference Room

Lower Level

Conference Room
Room 205/207

Conference Room

Chestnut Knoll
Comcast Ch 98

Telephone Conference
Preschool

Fellowship Hall/Parking Lot

Sanctuary
Lower Level

Scan the QR Code with your phone’s camera to
connect to our website and view more of
what’s happening at St. John’s!




PURPOSE STATEMENT

We believe God’s purpose for the people of St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is to
develop joy-filled children of God who love the Lord and share God’s Word.

We do this by:

=  Maintaining a trusting and welcoming environment.

=  Praying daily.
= Reading scripture regularly.

= Sharing our faith through action-based service.

= Encouraging holy conversations.
=  Feeding our faith with music.

With a focus on:

= Activities that build relationships.
=  Worship that is relevant.

=  Meeting the needs of the vulnerable in our community.

Pastor Bob Machamer

Bethany Calderwood, Director of Preschool Ministry
Kay Christman, Finance Team

Ashley Gheer, Intern

Sue Grofe, Finance Team

Donnie Heimbach, Property

Bonnie Moatz, Finance Team

Shannon Omlor, Communications Coordinator
Madison Robb, Intern

Linda Rohrbach, Treasurer

Becky Scheiry, Parish Administrator

bmachamer@stjohnsboyertown.org
bcalderwood@stjohnsboyertown.org
financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org
agheer@stjohnsboyertown.org
financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org

financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org
somlor@stjohnsboyertown.org
intern@stjohnsboyertown.org
treasurer@stjohnsboyertown.org
parishadmin@stjohnsboyertown.org
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OYERTOWN

45 N. Reading Avenue | Boyertown, PA 19512
610.369.1024 | fax 610.369.1463
stjohnsboyertown.org

Office Hours | Monday-Thursday 8:30am - 3:30pm | Friday 8:30am - 12:00pm



