August 17,2025 | 9:30 am
TENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

As children of God and disciples of Christ seeking peace and
justice in the world, we welcome, affirm, and include all people
into the fullness of God’s love. We celebrate and lift up people
of all races, cultures, ages, sexual orientations, gender
identities, physical or mental abilities, economic statuses,
political affiliation, appearances, family status, and citizenship
as equally loved and valued in the eyes of God and in this place.
All are invited to join this community as we worship God, grow
in faith, and strive to love and serve one another.

All, without exception, are welcome in this place.
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WELCOME

You are a blessing to us, and we’re glad you’re here today!

NEW HERE?

Please do not feel obligated to contribute an offering - you are our guest! Rather, please ask an usher for a
Let’s Get Acquainted card and drop it in the offering plate.

Restrooms are located on the same level as the sanctuary. Exit the back of the sanctuary, turn left into Parish
House, turn left again at ramp and continue midway down hallway. Restrooms are on the right.

Gluten-free communion wafers and grape juice are available at the center aisle.

WHERE DO MY KIDS GO?

Children are always welcome to worship. Sunday School resumes in September and is offered for children
ages 3 through 6th grade.

PRAYER REQUESTS

The importance of prayer is affirmed throughout the Bible. As a church we are committed to pray - your
needs are important to us. Prayer request cards can be obtained from an usher and may be filled out and
dropped in the offering plate.

GATHERING TIMES GET CONNECTED
Sunday | 9:30 am | Sanctuary Connect with God, each other and our
Worship Celebration with Holy Communion community! Follow us on Facebook,
Livestream on YouTube (St John’s ELC Boyertown) YouTube and Instagram!
Thursday | 8:00 pm @ u
Service Broadcast on Comcast Channel 98 n foj
SERVING IN WORSHIP
Acolyte Camryn Friz Media Shannon Omlor
Altar Assistants Bev & Joe Blake Musicians Lindsay Detwiler, piano
Altar Guild Mary Dierolf, Nancy Edwards Madison Robb, vocals
Assisting Minister  Bev Blake Prayers Michele Eidle
Lector Michele Eidle Sound Myles Omlor

Martha Bentley, Phil Haddad,
Barbara Houp, Josee Ruckenbrod

Flowers given in celebration of Alex Vogt’s 15" birthday by her parents,
Amy and Fred Vogt and brother, Nathan.

Ushers Video Abbe Grofe

Flowers given in loving honor of Ruth Schlegel’s 90" birthday from her family.



Tenth Sunday after Pentecost

The word of God is a refining fire. Jesus is the great divide in human history.
He invites our undivided attention and devotion. Today in worship we are
surrounded by a great “cloud of witnesses.” In the word and in holy
communion we are invited yet again to look to Jesus, “the pioneer and
perfecter of our faith.”

PRELUDE 10,000 Reasons (Bless the Lord) J. Marin, M. Redman
arr. P. Bettcher
Handbell Choir
under the direction of Jennifer Schlegel
Angie Berkosky, Amanda Ehst, Melissa Eidle, Tom Engle, Sarah Everingham, Ashley Gheer,
Abbe Grofe, Sue Grofe, Debra Hunsicker, Amy Moyer, Madison Robb, Beth Anne Stork

WELCOME
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

The congregation may stand.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.

Merciful God, you free us to love others, but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way.
You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, but we turn away from the abundant life you offer.
You surround us with patience, kindness, and generosity, but we grow weary in doing what is
right. In your mercy, forgive us. Do not give up on us. Heal us, break our bonds, and show us the
path of life. Amen.

You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God’s children through faith. In the cross of Christ, and
through the power of the Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Clothed with Christ, you are a new
creation. Amen.



GATHERING HYMN

How Firm a Foundation

ELW 796

We can rely on God’s Word as a helpful hand and His promise to guide us. He ultimately has the right answers to our
needs. In Hebrews, we read about countless stories of faith guiding believers through life’s journeys. This hymn
reminds us that God’s love is strong, firm, and cannot be broken.
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1 How firm a foun - da - tion, O saints of the Lord,

2 “Fear not, I am with you, oh, be not dis - mayed,

3 “When through fi - ’ry tri - als your path - way shall lie,

4 “Through - out all their life - time my peo - ple shall prove
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is laid for your faith in Christ Je - sus, the Word!
for I am your God and will still give you  aid;
my grace, all - suf - fi - cient, shall be your sup - ply.
my sov - ‘reign, e ter - nal, un - change - a - ble love;
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What more can he say than to you he has  said
'l strength - en you, help you, and cause you to  stand,
The flames shall not hurt you; I on - ly de - sign
and then, when gray hairs shall their tem - ples a - dorn,
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who un - to the Sav - ior for ref - uge have fled?
up - held by my righ - teous,om - nip - o - tent hand”
your dross to con - sume and your gold to re fine.”
like lambs  they shall still in my bo - som be borne.”

Text: J. Rippon, A Selection of Hymns, 1787, alt.
Music: FOUNDATION, Early American



The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all. And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

O God, judge eternal, you love justice and hate oppression, and you call us to share your zeal
for truth. Give us courage to take our stand with all victims of bloodshed and greed, and,
following your servants and prophets, to look to the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Change My Heart, O God
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Change my heart, O  God; make it ev-er true.
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You are the pot - ter; I am the clay.
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Mold me and make  me; this is what [ pray.

Text and music © 1982 Mercy/Vineyeard Publishing, admin, Music Services

The congregation may be seated.

FIRST READING Jeremiah 23:23-29

Because Jeremiah preaches the unpopular message of God’s judgment, he suffers rejection. Today’s reading
distinguishes between the true prophet, like Jeremiah, who speaks God’s word, and the false prophet who misleads
the people through dreams. One is like wheat; the other like worthless straw.

2 Am | a God near by, says the LORD, and not a God far off? 2 Who can hide in secret places so
that | cannot see them? says the LORD. Do | not fill heaven and earth? says the LORD. % | have heard
what the prophets have said who prophesy lies in my name, saying, “I have dreamed, | have



dreamed!” 2 How long? Will the hearts of the prophets ever turn back—those who prophesy lies,
and who prophesy the deceit of their own heart? 2’ They plan to make my people forget my name
by their dreams that they tell one another, just as their ancestors forgot my name for Baal. 28 Let
the prophet who has a dream tell the dream, but let the one who has my word speak my word
faithfully. What has straw in common with wheat? says the LORD. #Is not my word like fire, says
the LORD, and like a hammer that breaks a rock in pieces?

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
SECOND READING Hebrews 11:29-12:2

The author of Hebrews presents us with rich stories of faith. In a long list of biblical heroes, we find examples of trust
in God that enabled them to face the trials of life faithfully. In addition to this “cloud of witnesses,” we have Jesus, the
perfect model of faithful endurance.

29 By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were dry land, but when the Egyptians
attempted to do so they were drowned. 3By faith the walls of Jericho fell after they had been
encircled for seven days. 3! By faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those who were
disobedient, because she had received the spies in peace. 32 And what more should | say? For time
would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets—
3 who through faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice, obtained promises, shut the
mouths of lions, 3* quenched raging fire, escaped the edge of the sword, won strength out of
weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. > Women received their dead by
resurrection. Others were tortured, refusing to accept release, in order to obtain a better
resurrection. 3 Others suffered mocking and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. 3’ They
were stoned to death, they were sawn in two, they were killed by the sword; they went about in
skins of sheep and goats, destitute, persecuted, tormented—38 of whom the world was not
worthy. They wandered in deserts and mountains, and in caves and holes in the ground. 3°Yet all
these, though they were commended for their faith, did not receive what was promised, *°since
God had provided something better so that they would not, apart from us, be made perfect.

121 Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every
weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set
before us, 2looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of the joy
that was set before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the
right hand of the throne of God.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



The congregation may stand.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia,
Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia!
GOSPEL READING Luke 12:49-56

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus delivers harsh words about the purifying and potentially divisive effects of obedience to God'’s call. The way of
the cross often leads followers to encounter hostility and rejection, even from those they love.

[Jesus said:] *° “l came to bring fire to the earth, and how | wish it were already kindled! *°| have
a baptism with which to be baptized, and what stress | am under until it is completed! >* Do you
think that | have come to bring peace to the earth? No, | tell you, but rather division! > From now
on five in one household will be divided, three against two and two against three; >3 they will be
divided: father against son and son against father, mother against daughter and daughter against
mother, mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.”
% He also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the west, you immediately say, ‘It is
going to rain’; and so it happens. ** And when you see the south wind blowing, you say, ‘There will
be scorching heat’; and it happens. *® You hypocrites! You know how to interpret the appearance
of earth and sky, but why do you not know how to interpret the present time?”

The gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
The congregation may be seated.

SERMON Pastor Bob Machamer



The congregation may stand.

HYMN OF THE DAY | Want to Walk as a Child of the Light ELW 815

“I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” is a hymn tune written by Kathleen Thomerson, an organist and hymnwriter.
Connecting to today’s second reading, we are guided by the light and faith of Jesus Christ. We are called to be faithful
servants of God and live as His Word tells us to.
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I I  want to walk as a child of the light. I want to
2 1 want to see. .. the bright-ness of God. I want to
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light to the world. The star of my life is Je - sus.
shine on my path, and show me the way to the Fa - ther.
pa-tience the race, we shall know the joy of Je - sus.
Refrain
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cit -y of God Shine in my heart, Lord Je - sus.

Text: Kathleen Thomerson, b. 1934
Music: HOUSTON, Kathleen Thomerson
Text and music © 1970, 1975 Celebration



THE APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER PETITION
Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying ELW 752

Vocalist sings through once to introduce, then congregation joins in.

Mﬁﬂ—dﬁw

Lord, lis-ten to your chil-dren pray-ing, Lord, send your Spir-it in this place;

Lord, lis-ten to your chil-dren pray -ing, send us love, send us pow’r, send us grace.

Text: Ken Medema, b. 1943
Music: CHILDREN PRAYING, Ken Medema
Text and music © 1973 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.



The congregation may kneel.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

During this time of prayer, you are encouraged to fully meditate
on the prayers offered by the reader.
Prayer response:

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

The congregation may be seated.

OFFERING MUSIC
The congregation may stand.

OFFERING PRAYER

Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the harvest is plentiful.
Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our labor, that we may work for the
good of all; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

COMMUNION MUSIC The Table Chris Tomlin
| will feast at the table of the Lord.
| will feast at the table of the Lord.

| won’t hunger anymore at His table.

Come all you weary, come and find
His yoke is easy, His burden light.
He is able; He will restore at the table of the Lord.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

On the night of his betrayal

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our sins, as we forgive
those who sin against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The kingdom of God is set before you. Eat and rejoice.

The congregation may be seated.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT

All without exception, are welcome at the table of God’s grace and love. Please fill out a
communion card and hand to an usher or place in the box at back of sanctuary. Today we receive
the sacrament at the altar rail. Please come forward at the direction of the ushers. Gluten-free
wafers and grape juice are available at the center aisle. Return to your seats by the side aisle. If
you are unable to come forward for communion, please let an usher know and communion can be
brought to you.

The congregation may stand.

BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace, in the name
of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Mothering God, you gathered us to your table, and we drank deeply of your grace. Send us out
by your Spirit to love our neighbors as ourselves and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name. Amen.

BENEDICTION
The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts; and the life of
the Spirit bless you and give you peace. Amen.



SENDING HYMN God, When Human Bonds Are Broken ELW 603

As humans, we struggle to find forgiveness and grace at times. This is completely natural. We look to God and
remember His love to teach us how to heal and move forward.
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give us grace and make us still.
all the fail - ures we con - fess.
set us free and grant us peace.
make us stron - ger, give us faith.
God, en - cour - age and re - new!

Text: Fred Kaan, b. 1929
Music: MERTON, William H. Monk, 1823-1889
Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Live by the Spirit. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23029.
Hymns and service music reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709485.



GUESTS are always welcome to the Table!

MEMBERS (two types)
Voting & Non-voting

KEEPING MEMBERSHIP SIMPLE

1. The only way you can ever be removed from the membership roll at St. John's,
or any ELCA congregation:
® Yourequest a transfer
e  You ask to be removed
e  You depart this life

2. Voting members must make a record of having:
e  Filled out a communion card and received the Lord’s Supper ONE time per year
e  Contributed ONE time per year, making sure your name is included

. JOIN US AT WORSHIP
"AUGUST 24 @ 9:30 AM
FOR A SPECIAL

e |4 . SUNDAY, AUGUST 24
\ g 7 11:30am - 4:00pm at Earl Township Park
C o \ \ . G 800 Mountain Road, Boyertown

SChOO| A It's time to gather for some outdoor fun!

() s R 3 We'll provide chicken, burgers, dogs, and drinks -
eSSI ng 5 3 you bring a side or dessert to share!

RSVP your attendance & contribution
by August 10

Centre Park Flutes




THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S

SUNDAY, AUGUST 17 — Tenth Sunday after Pentecost

9:30 AM Worship Celebration

6:30 PM Girl Scout Service Unit Leaders
MONDAY, AUGUST 18

6:30 PM Grateful Small Group

7:00 PM Preschool Prayer Walk
TUESDAY, AUGUST 19

6:30 PM Finance Team

6:30 PM Jr. Optimist Club

6:30 PM Teach Us to Pray Small Group
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 20

9:30 AM Pottstown Soup Kitchen

6:30 PM Music Selection

THURSDAY, AUGUST 21

9:30 AM Community Leaders

10:00 AM Chestnut Knoll Service

7:00 PM Summit Coaching

8:00 PM Worship Broadcast

FRIDAY, AUGUST 22

7:00 AM Men’s Small Group Bible Study
9:30 AM Preschool Summer Fun Days
SATURDAY, AUGUST 23

4:30 PM Come to the Table

SUNDAY, AUGUST 24 - Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
9:30 AM
11:30 AM

Worship Celebration
End of Summer Celebration

Sanctuary
Lower Level

Conference Room

Lower Level

Main Office
Lower Level

Conference Room

Off-site
Choir Room

Conference Room
Chestnut Knoll
Conference Room
Comcast Ch 98

Telephone Conference
Preschool

Fellowship Hall/Parking Lot

Sanctuary

Earl Township Park

Scan the QR Code with your phone’s camera to
connect to our website and view more of
what’s happening at St. John’s!
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PURPOSE STATEMENT

We believe God’s purpose for the people of St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is to
develop joy-filled children of God who love the Lord and share God’s Word.

We do this by:

=  Maintaining a trusting and welcoming environment.

=  Praying daily.
= Reading scripture regularly.

= Sharing our faith through action-based service.

= Encouraging holy conversations.
=  Feeding our faith with music.

With a focus on:

= Activities that build relationships.
=  Worship that is relevant.

=  Meeting the needs of the vulnerable in our community.

Pastor Bob Machamer

Bethany Calderwood, Director of Preschool Ministry
Kay Christman, Finance Team

Ashley Gheer, Intern

Sue Grofe, Finance Team

Donnie Heimbach, Property

Bonnie Moatz, Finance Team

Shannon Omlor, Communications Coordinator
Madison Robb, Intern

Linda Rohrbach, Treasurer

Becky Scheiry, Parish Administrator

bmachamer@stjohnsboyertown.org
bcalderwood@stjohnsboyertown.org
financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org
agheer@stjohnsboyertown.org
financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org

financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org
somlor@stjohnsboyertown.org
intern@stjohnsboyertown.org
treasurer@stjohnsboyertown.org
parishadmin@stjohnsboyertown.org
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OYERTOWN

45 N. Reading Avenue | Boyertown, PA 19512
610.369.1024 | fax 610.369.1463
stjohnsboyertown.org

Office Hours | Monday-Thursday 8:30am - 3:30pm | Friday 8:30am - 12:00pm



