November 23,2025 | 9:30 am
CHRIST THE KING

As children of God and disciples of Christ seeking peace and
justice in the world, we welcome, affirm, and include all people
into the fullness of God’s love. We celebrate and lift up people
of all races, cultures, ages, sexual orientations, gender
identities, physical or mental abilities, economic statuses,
political affiliation, appearances, family status, and citizenship
as equally loved and valued in the eyes of God and in this place.
All are invited to join this community as we worship God, grow
in faith, and strive to love and serve one another.

All, without exception, are welcome in this place.
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WELCOME

You are a blessing to us, and we’re glad you’re here today!

NEW HERE?

Please do not feel obligated to contribute an offering - you are our guest! Rather, please ask an usher for a
Let’s Get Acquainted card and drop it in the offering plate.

Restrooms are located on the same level as the sanctuary. Exit the back of the sanctuary, turn left into Parish
House, turn left again at ramp and continue midway down hallway. Restrooms are on the right.

Gluten-free communion wafers and grape juice are available at the center aisle.

WHERE DO MY KIDS GO?

Children are always welcome to worship. Sunday School is offered for children ages 3 through 6th grade.
Families are encouraged to begin worship together at 9:30 in the Sanctuary. Children are dismissed from
worship and escorted to their classroom, located on the second floor of the Parish House. Children are
released to parents at worship conclusion, approximately 10:30 am.

PRAYER REQUESTS

The importance of prayer is affirmed throughout the Bible. As a church we are committed to pray - your
needs are important to us. Prayer request cards can be obtained from an usher and may be filled out and
dropped in the offering plate.

GATHERING TIMES GET CONNECTED
Sunday | 9:30 am | Sanctuary Connect with God, each other and our
Worship Celebration with Holy Communion community! Follow us on Facebook,
Livestream on YouTube (St John’s ELC Boyertown) YouTube and Instagram!
Thursday | 8:00 pm @ u
Service Broadcast on Comcast Channel 98 n r.j

SERVING IN WORSHIP

Acolyte Abby Torres Media Shannon Omlor

Altar Assistants Ashley Gheer, John Gheer Musicians Chris Mervine, Oley High School Choir

Altar Guild Shirley Hartman, Sue Hill Prayers Ros Moatz

Assisting Minister  Jennifer Schlegel Sound Brianna Rohrbach

Lector Bev Blake Video Jason Eidle

Ushers Phil Haddad, Ros & Brian Moatz



Christ the King

Jeremiah’s promise of the execution of “justice and righteousness in the
land” finds ironic fulfillment in the execution of Jesus of Nazareth, the King
of the Jews. It appears utterly contradictory that a king should be crucified
with a criminal. This victory appears for all the world as humiliating defeat.
Yet through the gate of death Jesus opens the door to paradise.

We welcome the Oley High School Choir, under the direction of Katherine Lynch.

PRELUDE

VIDEO

WELCOME

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
The congregation may stand.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Faithful God, you have shown us the ways of your heart, yet we stray from your paths. We are
stuck in sinful systems of oppression and do not embrace the freedom of your faithful promises.
We ignore our neighbors. We exploit the earth. We reject your abundance, trusting our
impulses instead of your steadfast love. Repair our relationships, restore what we have broken,
renew our hearts, and bring us to new life. Amen.

Hear the good news: God the Faithful One loves you, in Christ Jesus your sins are forgiven, and by
the power of the Holy Spirit you are set free. Amen.



GATHERING HYMN Jesus Shall Reign

ELW 434

Jesus rules over all lands. His love and power have no end and His reign is universal. The gospel of Jesus Christ brings
people closer to Him and His teachings. This hymn reminds us that the Holy Spirit is strong and ever-living.
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1 Je - sus shall reign wher - e’er the sun does its  suc -
2 To him shall end - less prayer be  made, and  prais - es
3 Peo - ple and realms of ev - ’ry tongue dwell on his
4 Bless - ings a- bound wher - e’er he  reigns: the pris - ‘ners
5 Let ev-'ry crea - ture rise and  bring pe - cu - liar
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ces - sive jour - neys run; his  king-dom stretch from
throng to crown his  head; his name like sweet per -
love with sweet - est song; and in - fant voic - es
leap to lose their chains, the wea -ry find e -
hon - ors to our king; an - gels de - scend  with
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shore to shore, till moons shall wax and wane no more.
fume shall rise with ev - ry morn - ing sac - ri - fice.
shall  pro - claim their ear - ly bless - ings on his name.
ter - nal rest, and all who suf - fer want are Dblest.
songs a - gain, and earth re - peat the loud a - men.

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674—1748, alt.
Music: DUKE STREET, attr. John Hatton, d. 1793

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with

you all. And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.

O God, our true life, to serve you is freedom, and to know you is unending joy. We worship you,
we glorify you, we give thanks to you for your great glory. Abide with us, reign in us, and make
this world into a fit habitation for your divine majesty, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.



Change My Heart, O God
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Change my heart, O God; make it ev-er true.
End
SRS S EsETEE——
Change my heart, O  God; may [ be like you.
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You are the pot - ter; I am the clay.
—3— Refrain
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Mold me and make  me; this is what I  pray.

Text: Eddie Espinosa, b, 1953
Music: CHANGE MY HEART, Eddie Espinosa
Text and music © 1982 Mercy/Vineyeard Publishing, admin, Music Services

Children are dismissed to Sunday School.
The congregation may be seated.
FIRST READING Jeremiah 23:1-6

Today’s reading builds on the common, ancient Near Eastern metaphor of the king as shepherd. Judah’s unjust rulers
have caused their people, their “flock,” to be scattered. Nevertheless, God will raise up a new and righteous shepherd
who will rule a restored Judah.

!Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says
the LORD. 2Therefore thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds who
shepherd my people: It is you who have scattered my flock, and have driven them away, and you
have not attended to them. So | will attend to you for your evil doings, says the LORD. 3Then |
myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the lands where | have driven them, and | will
bring them back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply. 41 will raise up shepherds
over them who will shepherd them, and they shall not fear any longer, or be dismayed, nor shall
any be missing, says the LORD. ®> The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when | will raise up for
David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and
righteousness in the land. ®In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety. And this is
the name by which he will be called: “The LORD is our righteousness.”

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



SECOND READING Colossians 1:11-20

An early Christian hymn praises the mystery of the political, personal, and mystical Christ, the one who was present at
creation and is eternally reigning with God.

1 May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, and may you
be prepared to endure everything with patience, while joyfully 12 giving thanks to the Father, who
has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. * He has rescued us from the
power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, **in whom we have
redemption, the forgiveness of sins. > He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all
creation; ®for in him all things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible,
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been created through him and
for him. ¥ He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together. ¥ He is the head of
the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to
have first place in everything. ¥ For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 2° and
through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by
making peace through the blood of his cross.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

The congregation may stand.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia,
Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia!
GOSPEL READING Luke 23:33-43

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. Glory to you, O Lord.

Amid scoffing and slander from those who sarcastically call him Messiah and king, Jesus reveals that to be Messiah
and king is to give one’s life for others. Here he uses his power to welcome a despised sinner to paradise but puts his
own death into God’s hands.

3When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the
criminals, one on his right and one on his left. ** [Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them; for they
do not know what they are doing.”] And they cast lots to divide his clothing. ** And the people
stood by, watching; but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself
if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!” 3®The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and
offering him sour wine, 3’ and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” 3 There was
also an inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.” 3*One of the criminals who were



hanged there kept deriding him and saying, “Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and
us!” *°But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same
sentence of condemnation? ** And we indeed have been condemned justly, for we are getting
what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong.”  Then he said, “Jesus,
remember me when you come into your kingdom.” ** He replied, “Truly | tell you, today you will
be with me in Paradise.”

The gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
The congregation may be seated.

SERMON Pastor Bob Machamer

The congregation may stand.
HYMN OF THE DAY Beautiful Savior ELW 838

The music of “Beautiful Savior” is based on a Silesian (part of Poland, Germany, and Czech Republic) folk tune. Many
hymns, including this one, remind us of Jesus’ ultimate sacrifice and unfailing love. We are showered with blessings
every day because of God’s faithfulness.
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1 Beau - ti - ful Sav - or, King of cre - a - tion,

2 Fair are the mead - ows, fair arc the wood - lands,

3 Fair is the sun - shine, fair is the moon - light,

4 Beau - ti - ful Sav - ior, Lord of the na - tions,
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Son of God and Son of Man!
robed in flow’rs of bloom - ing spring;
bright  the spar - kling stars on high;
Son of God and Son of Man!
0 | . . . ,
7o T T f j— ) — n T ]
J T T T I T
Tru - ly Id love thee, tru - ly Id serve  thee,
Je - sus s fair - er, Je - sus s pur - er,
Je - sus shines  bright - er, Je - sus shines pur - er
Glo - ry and hon - or praise, ad - o - ra - tion,
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light of my soul, my joy, my crown.
he makes our sor - rowing spir - it sing.
than all  the an - gels in the sky.
now and for - ev - er - more be thine!

Text: Gesangbuch, Miinster, 1677; tr. Joseph A. Seiss, 1823-1904
Music: SCHONSTER HERR JESU, Silesian folk tune, 19th cent.



THE APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER PETITION

Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying ELW 752
Sung through twice.
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Lord, lis-ten to your chil-dren pray-ing, Lord, send your Spir-it in this place;

N—
Lord, lis-ten to your chil-dren pray -ing, send us love, send us pow’r, send us grace.

Text: Ken Medema, b. 1943
Music: CHILDREN PRAYING, Ken Medema
Text and music © 1973 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.



The congregation may kneel.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

During this time of prayer, you are encouraged to meditate fully
on the prayers offered by the reader.
Prayer response:

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

The congregation may be seated.

OFFERING MUSIC Like a River in My Soul arr. Tim Osiek

The congregation may stand.

OFFERING PRAYER

God of healing and hope, you bless those who are hungry, promising to fill them with good things.
Fulfill that promise through us and these your gifts. Nourish us with the abundance of your feast
and unite us into the blessed body of Jesus Christ our Savior, now and forever. Amen.

COMMUNION MUSIC The Table Chris Tomlin
| will feast at the table of the Lord.
| will feast at the table of the Lord.

| won’t hunger anymore at His table.

Come all you weary, come and find
His yoke is easy, His burden light.
He is able; He will restore at the table of the Lord.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

On the night of his betrayal

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our sins, as we forgive
those who sin against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
There is a place for you at the table of God. Come, receive the food that does not perish, a taste
of life eternal.

The congregation may be seated.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT

All without exception, are welcome at the table of God’s grace and love. Please fill out a
communion card and hand to an usher or place in the box at back of sanctuary. Today we receive
the sacrament at the altar rail. Please come forward at the direction of the ushers. Gluten-free
wafers and grape juice are available at the center aisle. Return to your seats by the side aisle. If
you are unable to come forward for communion, please let an usher know and communion can be
brought to you.

The congregation may stand.

BLESSING
May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace, in the
name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

God of field and flower, wheat and grape, you have nourished us with the bread of heaven that
gives life to the world. Strengthened by the body and blood of your Son, send us out to gather
your good gifts for all who hunger and thirst, and embolden us to love and serve in Christ’s name.
Amen.

BENEDICTION

The love of God the Sovereign strengthen you, God the Son save you, and God the Holy Spirit
anoint you for the work ahead. The holy Trinity bless you and grant you a faithful and courageous
heart now and forever. Amen.



SENDING HYMN

Crown Him with Many Crowns

ELW 855

Each stanza of this hymn takes us through one of Jesus’” many different roles. We acknowledge His endless greatness
and generosity. This hymn stands as a devotional to the glorious works of our Lord and Savior, and we sing in praise of

DISMISSAL

our countless gifts of life.
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1 Crown him with man - y crowns, the Lamb up - on his throne;
2 Crown him the vir- gin’s Son, the God in - car - nate born,
3 Crown him the Lord of love— be - hold his hands and side,
4 Crown him the Lord of life, who  tri- umphed o’er the grave
5 Crown him the Lord of years, the po - ten - tate of time,
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whose arm those crim-son tro - phies won which now his brow a - dorn;
rich wounds,yet vis - i - ble a - bove, in beau-ty glo - ri- fied.
and rose vic - to-rious in the  strife for those he came to save.
cre - a - tor of the roll-ing spheres, in - ef - fab-ly sub-lime.
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A - wake, my soul, and sing of him who died for  thee,
fruit of the mys - tic  rose, yet of that rose the  stem,
No an - gels in the sky can ful - ly bear that sight,
His glo - ries now we sing, who died and rose on high,
All hail, Re - deem - er, hail! For thou hast died for me;
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and hail him as thy match-less king through all e - ter - ni - ty.

the root whence mer - cy
but down - ward bend their burn - ing eyes at

who died, e
thy praise and

babe of Beth-le - hem.
mys-ter - ies so bright.
to bring, and lives that death may die.
shall not fail through-out e - ter - ni - ty.

ev - er flows, the

ter - nal life
glo - 1y

Text: Matthew Bridges, 1800-1894, sts. 1-3, 5; Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903, st. 4
Music: DIADEMATA, George J. Elvey, 1816-1893

Go in peace. Share the harvest. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Veni, Emmanuel!

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23029.
Hymns and service music reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709485.

arr. Zachary Steele



GUESTS are always welcome to the Table!

MEMBERS (two types)
Voting & Non-voting

KEEPING MEMBERSHIP SIMPLE

1. The only way you can ever be removed from the membership roll at St. John's,
or any ELCA congregation:
® Yourequest a transfer
e  You ask to be removed
e  You depart this life

2. Voting members must make a record of having:
e  Filled out a communion card and received the Lord’s Supper ONE time per year
e  Contributed ONE time per year, making sure your name is included

Annual Meeting
December 7

immediately following worship

The agenda consists of the following item:s:
e accept the reports of the church

e present and approve the budget (Ministry Action Plan)
for the next calendar year
« elect members to the Congregation Council
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THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S

Preschool: Preston’s Pantry Food Drive — All of November

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 23 — Christ the King

9:30 AM Worship Celebration

9:30 AM Sunday School

10:45 AM Coffee & Conversation

11:30 AM Men’s Retreat Meeting

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 24

9:00 AM Preschool Thanksgiving Celebration
10:00 AM Yoga Class

6:30 PM Girl Scouts

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 25

1:00 PM Joyful Sisters of Service

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 26

Preschool Closed

10:00 AM Move & Groove Class
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 27 — Thanksgiving Day
Office & Preschool Closed

8:00 PM Worship Broadcast

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 28

Office & Preschool Closed

7:00 AM Men’s Small Group Bible Study

9:00 AM Caring & Correspondence

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 29

4:30 PM Come to the Table

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 30 - First Sunday of Advent

9:30 AM Worship Celebration

9:30 AM Sunday School

11:00 AM Advent Wreath Workshop & New ‘Church’ Year

Celebration

Sanctuary
Parish House 2" floor
Lower Level

Conference Room

Room 205

Fellowship Hall

Conference Room

Room 205

Comcast Ch 98

Telephone Conference

Lower Level

Fellowship Hall/Parking Lot

Sanctuary

Parish House 2™ floor

Fellowship Hall

Scan the QR Code with your phone’s camera to
connect to our website and view more of

what’s happening at St. John’s!




PURPOSE STATEMENT

We believe God’s purpose for the people of St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is to
develop joy-filled children of God who love the Lord and share God’s Word.

We do this by:

=  Maintaining a trusting and welcoming environment.

=  Praying daily.
= Reading scripture regularly.

= Sharing our faith through action-based service.

= Encouraging holy conversations.
=  Feeding our faith with music.

With a focus on:

= Activities that build relationships.
=  Worship that is relevant.

=  Meeting the needs of the vulnerable in our community.

Pastor Bob Machamer

Bethany Calderwood, Director of Preschool Ministry
Kay Christman, Finance Team

Sue Grofe, Finance Team

Donnie Heimbach, Property

Bonnie Moatz, Finance Team

Shannon Omlor, Communications Coordinator
Linda Rohrbach, Treasurer

bmachamer@stjohnsboyertown.org
bcalderwood@stjohnsboyertown.org
financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org
financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org

financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org
somlor@stjohnsboyertown.org
treasurer@stjohnsboyertown.org

Vst

45 N. Reading Avenue | Boyertown, PA 19512
610.369.1024 | fax 610.369.1463
stjohnsboyertown.org

W Office Hours | Monday-Thursday 8:30am - 3:30pm | Friday 8:30am - 12:00pm

BOYERTOWN



