November 30, 2025 | 9:30 am
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

As children of God and disciples of Christ seeking peace and
justice in the world, we welcome, affirm, and include all people
into the fullness of God’s love. We celebrate and lift up people
of all races, cultures, ages, sexual orientations, gender
identities, physical or mental abilities, economic statuses,
political affiliation, appearances, family status, and citizenship
as equally loved and valued in the eyes of God and in this place.
All are invited to join this community as we worship God, grow
in faith, and strive to love and serve one another.

All, without exception, are welcome in this place.
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WELCOME

You are a blessing to us, and we’re glad you’re here today!

NEW HERE?

Please do not feel obligated to contribute an offering - you are our guest! Rather, please ask an usher for a
Let’s Get Acquainted card and drop it in the offering plate.

Restrooms are located on the same level as the sanctuary. Exit the back of the sanctuary, turn left into Parish
House, turn left again at ramp and continue midway down hallway. Restrooms are on the right.

Gluten-free communion wafers and grape juice are available at the center aisle.

WHERE DO MY KIDS GO?

Children are always welcome to worship. Sunday School is offered for children ages 3 through 6th grade.
Families are encouraged to begin worship together at 9:30 in the Sanctuary. Children are dismissed from
worship and escorted to their classroom, located on the second floor of the Parish House. Children are
released to parents at worship conclusion, approximately 10:30 am.

PRAYER REQUESTS

The importance of prayer is affirmed throughout the Bible. As a church we are committed to pray - your
needs are important to us. Prayer request cards can be obtained from an usher and may be filled out and
dropped in the offering plate.

GATHERING TIMES GET CONNECTED
Sunday | 9:30 am | Sanctuary Connect with God, each other and our
WOfShip Celebration with HOly Communion community! Follow us on Facebook,
Livestream on YouTube (St John’s ELC Boyertown) YouTube and Instagram!
Thursday | 8:00 pm @ u
Service Broadcast on Comcast Channel 98 n r.j
SERVING IN WORSHIP
Acolytes IS (T A7 Media Shannon Omlor
vt Beth Anne & Kurt Stork
Altar Assistants Bev & Joe Blake Musicians Sarah Everingham,
Amelia Shelgren
Altar Guild Mary Kay Heimbach, Heather Murray Prayers Mel Roth
Assisting Minister  Bev Blake Sound Melissa Eidle
Lector Missy Endy Video Abbe Grofe

Ushers Carol & Larry Angstadt, Carol Sematis, Terry Wadsworth



First Sunday of Advent

The new church year begins with a wake-up call: Christ is coming soon! In
today’s readings both Paul and Jesus challenge us to wake from sleep, for
we know neither the day nor hour of the Lord’s coming. Isaiah proclaims
the day when God will gather all people on the holy mountain and there
will be no more war or suffering. Though we vigilantly watch for the
promised day of salvation, we wait for what we already have: Christ comes
among us this day as the word and meal that strengthens our faith in the promises of God.

PRELUDE

VIDEO

WELCOME

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

The congregation may stand.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, whose home is heaven and earth, whose salvation is sure.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Long-expected God, we confess that we look to ourselves for the peace and security only you
can provide. We reach for swords and spears, reluctant to release our grip on the ways of war.
We become impatient while waiting and weary of keeping awake.

Free us from self-reliance, and teach us to live in harmony with our neighbors. Increase our trust
in God’s timing, and awaken us to your advent among us, that we may abound in the hope you
have promised. Amen.

God judges us not as we deserve, but according to God’s own righteousness. You are freed and
forgiven, saved by grace, and ready to welcome the Savior. Amen.



GATHERING HYMN My Lord, What a Morning

This hymn can carry a feeling of hopefulness and a feeling of mourning. On one hand, a new morning is coming, which
can mean new beginnings. On the other hand, the ‘morning’ can be interpreted as moving into the afterlife which can

feel almost like a departure from the world we have known.
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my Lord, what a  morn-ing, when the stars be-gin to fall.

I You will hear the trum-pet sound,
2 You will hear the sin - ner cry, to wake the na-tions un-der - ground,
3 You will hear the Chris-tian shout,

Refrain
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look-ing to my God’s right hand, when the stars be-gin to fall.

Text: African American spiritual
Music: BURLEIGH, African American spiritual

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with

you all. And also with you.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. You call all nations to walk in your light and
to seek your ways of justice and peace, for the night is past, and the dawn of your coming is near.
Bless us as we light the first candle of this wreath. Rouse us from sleep, that we may be ready to
greet our Lord when he comes and welcome him into our hearts and homes, for he is our light

and our salvation. Blessed be God forever. Amen.



Sung as the Advent wreath is lit.

N
He shall bring sal - va-tion to Is-ra-el, God ful-fills the prom - ise.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save us from the
threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation, for you
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Change My Heart, O God

Refrain

Change my heart, O  God; make it ev-er true,
End
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Change my heart, O  God; may [ be like you.
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You are the pot - ter; I am the clay.
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Mold me and make  me; this is what I  pray.

Text: Eddie Espinosa, b, 1953
Music: Ct {MY HEART, Eddie Espinosa
Text and music © 1982 Mercy/Vineyeard Publishing, admin. Music Services

Children are dismissed for Sunday School.



The congregation may be seated.
FIRST READING Isaiah 2:1-5

The visionary message presented in this reading focuses on a future day when God establishes a universal reign of
peace. Divine decisions will make war obsolete, and the worshiping community responds: “Let us walk in the light of
that Lord now!”

1The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 2In days to come the
mountain of the LORD’s house shall be established as the highest of the mountains, and shall be
raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it. > Many peoples shall come and say, “Come,
let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us
his ways and that we may walk in his paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the
word of the LorRD from Jerusalem. *He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for
many peoples; they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more. >0 house of
Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the LoRD!

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING Romans 13:11-14

Paul compares the advent of Christ to the coming of dawn. We live our lives today in light of Christ’s coming in the
future.

1 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep.
For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 2 the night is far gone, the day
is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 2 let us live
honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness,
not in quarreling and jealousy. * Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for
the flesh, to gratify its desires.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
The congregation may stand.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia,

Lord, to whom shall we go?

You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia!



GOSPEL READING Matthew 24:36-44
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus describes his second coming as a sudden, turbulent event that will bring about deep change to our normal, day-
to-day lives. Therefore, he urges people to stay awake, be aware, and wait expectantly, because the Son of Man will
come unannounced.

[Jesus said to the disciples,] 3 “About that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 3 For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming
of the Son of Man. 38 For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying
and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 3°and they knew nothing until the
flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. *° Then two will
be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. ** Two women will be grinding meal together;
one will be taken and one will be left. % Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day
your Lord is coming. ** But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of
the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be
broken into. * Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected
hour.”

The gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
The congregation may be seated.

SERMON Pastor Bob Machamer



The congregation may stand.

HYMN OF THE DAY Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying ELW 436

This hymn offers a sense of anticipation and hopefulness. We wait patiently for Jesus to come again. The symbolism of
the Bridegroom and the wedding ‘celebration’ can be easily comparable to Jesus welcoming His disciples within the

church.
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1 Wake, a - wake, for night is fly - ing, the watch-men
2 Zi - on hears the watch-men sing - ing, and all  her
3 Glo - i - al Let heav’n a - dore you! Let saints and
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on the heights are cry - ing; a-wake, Je -ru - sa-lem, at last
heart with joy is spring-ing. She wakes, she ris - es from her gloom.
an - gels sing be-fore you, with harp and cym-bal’s clear-est tone.
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Mid - night hears the wel - come voic - es, and at the
Her dear friend comesdown, all glo - rious, the strong in
Gates of pearl, twelve por - tals gleam - ing, lead us to
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thrill-ing cry re - joic - es: “Come forth, you maid-ens! Night is past.
grace, in truth vic - to - rious: her star is ris'n; her light is come.
bliss be-yond all dream - ing, with an - gel choirs a - round your throne.
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The bride - groom comes! A - wake; your lamps with glad - ness take!”
Now come, O  Bless-ed One, Lord Je - sus, God’s own Son.

No eye has caught the light, no ear the thun-d’ring might
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Al - le - lu - ia! Rise and pre - pare the feast to share;
Sing ho - san - na! Oh, hear the «call! Come one, come all,
of such glo - v There we will go: what joy we’'ll know!
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g0, meet the bride - groom, who  draws near
and fol - low to the ban - quet hall.
There sweet de - light will ev - er flow.

Text: Philipp Nicolai, 1556-1608; tr. composite
Music: WACHET AUF, Philipp Nicolai
Text © 1999 Augsburg Fortress

THE APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



PRAYER PETITION
Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying ELW 752

Sung through twice.
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Lord, lis-ten to your chil-dren pray-ing, Lord, send your Spir-it in this place;

N
Lord, lis-ten to your chil-dren pray -ing, send us love, send us pow’r, send us grace.

Text: Ken Medema, b. 1943
Music: CHILDREN PRAYING, Ken Medema
Text and music © 1973 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

The congregation may kneel.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

During this time of prayer, you are encouraged to meditate fully
on the prayers offered by the reader.
Prayer response:

God of grace, hear our prayer.

The congregation may be seated.
OFFERING MUSIC

The congregation may stand.
OFFERING PRAYER

Nourishing God, you are water in the wilderness and streams in the desert. Through this meal,
satisfy our parched places, that we may rejoice and be for the world signs of your kingdom come.
Amen.

COMMUNION MuUSIC The Table Chris Tomlin
| will feast at the table of the Lord.
| will feast at the table of the Lord.

| won’t hunger anymore at His table.



Come all you weary, come and find
His yoke is easy, His burden light.
He is able; He will restore at the table of the Lord.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

On the night of his betrayal

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our sins, as we forgive
those who sin against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Here is life. God is with us. Come, receive what God has promised.

The congregation may be seated.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT

All without exception, are welcome at the table of God’s grace and love. Please fill out a
communion card and hand to an usher or place in the box at back of sanctuary. Today we receive
the sacrament at the altar rail. Please come forward at the direction of the ushers. Gluten-free
wafers and grape juice are available at the center aisle. Return to your seats by the side aisle. If
you are unable to come forward for communion, please let an usher know and communion can be
brought to you.

The congregation may stand.
BLESSING

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace, in the
name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.



POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
God our host, at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness. Send us forth, eager to share
the feast, welcome the stranger, and bear good fruit in the name of Jesus. Amen.

BENEDICTION
May God who comes among us, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, grant you patience in waiting, peace
in the darkness, and good news to share today and always. Amen.

SENDING HYMN Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers ELW 244

This hymn seems to have drawn inspiration from the book of Matthew. We wait patiently and prepared for the second
coming of Christ Jesus. We are eager to be in His presence and be united with all believers of Christ.
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I Re - joice, re-joice, be - liev - ers, and let your lights ap - pear;
2 The watch-ers on the moun-tain pro - claim the bride-groom near;
3 The saints,whohere in pa - tience their cross and suf - f’rings bore,
4 Our hope and ex - pec - ta - tion, O Je - sus, now ap - pear;
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the eve-ning is ad - vanc - ing, and dark-er night is near.
go forth as he ap - proach-es with al - le - lu - ias  clear.
shall live and reign for - ev - er when sor-row is no  more.
a - rise, O Sun so longed for, o’er this be-night-ed sphere.
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The  bride-groom is a - ris - ing and soon is draw-ing nigh.
The  mar - riage feast is wait - ing; the gates wide o - pen stand.
A - round the throne of glo - ry the Lamb they shall be - hold;
With hearts and hands up - lift - ed, we plead, O Lord, to see
O bt ; —
] }
y T T I . I f > i i I
R e e
v o ! r r 7 - ° !

Up, pray and watch and wres - tle; at mid - night comes the  cry.
A - rise, O heirs of glo - ry; the bride-groom is at  hand.
in tri - umph cast be - fore him their di - a - dems of gold.
the day of earth’s re - demp - tion that sets your peo - ple free!

Text: Laurentius Laurenti, 1660—1722; tr. Sarah B. Findlater, 1823-1907
Music: HAF TRONES LAMPA FARDIG, Swedish folk tune



DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Keep awake. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23029.
Hymns and service music reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709485.

GUESTS are always welcome to the Table!

MEMBERS (two types)
Voting & Non-voting

KEEPING MEMBERSHIP SIMPLE

1. The only way you can ever be removed from the membership roll at St. John's,
or any ELCA congregation:
e Yourequest a transfer
e You ask to be removed
e  You depart this life

2. Voting members must make a record of having:
e  Filled out a communion card and received the Lord’s Supper ONE time per year
e  Contributed ONE time per year, making sure your name is included

Annual Meeting
December 7

immediately following worship

The agenda consists of the following items:
« accept the reports of the church
« present and approve the budget (Ministry Action Plan)
for the next calendar year

« elect members to the Congregation Council




THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 30 — First Sunday of Advent

9:30 AM Worship Celebration
9:30 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Advent Wreath Workshop & Countdown

MONDAY, DECEMBER 1
Preschool Closed

10:00 AM Yoga Class

7:00 PM Joint Parking Lot Committee
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 2

6:30 PM Worship Team

6:30 PM Jr. Optimist Club
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 3

Oley Cluster

10:00 AM Move & Groove Class

6:00 PM Soup Supper

7:00 PM Midweek Advent Service
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 4

10:00 AM Chestnut Knoll Service

6:30 PM The Chosen Season 2 Small Group
8:00 PM Worship Broadcast

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 5

7:00 AM Men’s Small Group Bible Study
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 6

4:30 PM Come to the Table

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7 — Second Sunday of Advent
9:30 AM Worship Celebration

9:30 AM Sunday School

10:45 AM Annual Congregation Meeting

Congregation Council
3:30 PM Shop with a Cop

Sanctuary
Parish House 2™ floor

Lower Level

Room 205

Conference Room

Conference Room
Lower Level

Room 205
Lower Level

Sanctuary
Chestnut Knoll
Conference Room

Comcast Ch 98

Telephone Conference

Fellowship Hall/Parking Lot

Sanctuary
Parish House 2nd floor
Sanctuary

Conference Room

Fellowship Hall/Lower Level




PURPOSE STATEMENT

We believe God’s purpose for the people of St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is to
develop joy-filled children of God who love the Lord and share God’s Word.

We do this by:

=  Maintaining a trusting and welcoming environment.

=  Praying daily.
= Reading scripture regularly.

= Sharing our faith through action-based service.

= Encouraging holy conversations.
=  Feeding our faith with music.

With a focus on:

= Activities that build relationships.
=  Worship that is relevant.

=  Meeting the needs of the vulnerable in our community.

Pastor Bob Machamer

Bethany Calderwood, Director of Preschool Ministry
Kay Christman, Finance Team

Sue Grofe, Finance Team

Donnie Heimbach, Property

Bonnie Moatz, Finance Team

Shannon Omlor, Communications Coordinator
Linda Rohrbach, Treasurer

bmachamer@stjohnsboyertown.org
bcalderwood@stjohnsboyertown.org
financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org
financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org

financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org
somlor@stjohnsboyertown.org
treasurer@stjohnsboyertown.org

Vst

45 N. Reading Avenue | Boyertown, PA 19512
610.369.1024 | fax 610.369.1463
stjohnsboyertown.org

W Office Hours | Monday-Thursday 8:30am - 3:30pm | Friday 8:30am - 12:00pm

BOYERTOWN



