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FOR CHRISTMAS

FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS

December 28, 2025 | 9:30am | St. John's Evangelical Lutheran Church
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Your visit is a blessing to us, and we’re glad you’re here this morning!

As children of God and disciples of Christ seeking peace and justice in the world, we welcome,
affirm, and include all people into the fullness of God’s love. We celebrate and lift up people of
all races, cultures, ages, sexual orientations, gender identities, physical or mental abilities,
economic statuses, political affiliation, appearances, family status, and citizenship as equally
loved and valued in the eyes of God and in this place. All are invited to join this community as
we worship God, grow in faith, and strive to love and serve one another.

All, without exception, are welcome in this place.

MNew FHere?
As a visitor, please do not feel obligated to contribute an offering - you are our guest! Rather,

please ask an usher for a Let’s Get Acquainted card and drop it in the offering plate.

Restrooms are located on the same level as the sanctuary. Exit the back of the sanctuary, turn left
into the Parish House, turn left again at ramp and continue midway down the hallway. Restrooms

are on the right.

The importance of prayer is affirmed throughout the Bible. As a church we are committed to
prayer - your needs are important to us. Prayer request cards can be obtained from an usher and
may be filled out and dropped in the offering plate.

Sunday | 9:30 am | Sanctuary & livestreamed on YouTube
Worship Celebration with Holy Communion

Connect with us on Facebook, Instagram and YouTube.



LESSONS AND CAROLS FOR CHRISTMAS

PRELUDE

WELCOME

The congregation may stand.

Jesus, the bright Morning Star, shines light in the world.
By day and night he shines for all to see.

Jesus was born in the midst of injustice and poverty
that the world may see the justice and richness of God.

God so loved the world that God sent Jesus,
so that all who believe in him may not perish but have eternal life.

Jesus is the light of the world.
Jesus is the light of our lives.

Sing to God a new song!
A song of hope, joy, and peace around the world.

PRAYER
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Let us pray. Gracious God of heaven and earth, you have thrown a lifeline to us in our darkness—
a beam of light that shines through Jesus. Though born in a manger, he is the firstborn of all
creation. Though crucified on a cross, he is the Lord of life. Fill us with the wonder and joy of his

presence in the world and in our hearts. Amen.



The congregation may be seated.

THE FIRST LESSON Genesis 3:8-15

God announces in the Garden of Eden that the seed of woman
shall bruise the serpent’s head.

Reader: Ros Moatz

HYMN O Little Town of Bethlehem ELW 279
verses 1, 4
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O lit - tle town of Beth-le-hem,how still we sce thee lie!

For Christ is born of Mar - 'y, and, gath-ered all a - bove

How si - lent-ly, how si - lent-ly the won -drous gift is  giv'n!

O ho - ly child of Beth-le-hem, de - scend to us, we pray;
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A - bove thy deep and dream-less sleep the si - lent stars go  by;

while mor-tals sleep, the an - gels keep their watch of won-d’ring love.

So God im-parts to  hu - man hearts the bless-ings of his heav’n.

cast out our sin, and en - ter in, be born in us to - day.
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yet in thy dark streets shin - eth the ev - er - last - ing light.

O morn-ing stars, to - geth - er pro - claim the ho - ly birth,

No ear may hear his com - ing; but, in this world of sin,

We  hear the Christ-mas an - gels the great glad tid - ings  tell;

0 , . . . .
A | [T | | ] [ > I | A T i |
| I T l |
J T I . T =
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee to - night.
and prais-es sing to God the king, and peace to  all the earth!

where meek souls will re - ceive him, still the
oh, come to us, a - bide with us, our

Text: Phillips Brooks, 1835-1893
Music: ST. LOUIS, Lewis H. Redner, 1831-1908

dear Christ en - ters in.
Lord Im - man - u - el!



THE SECOND LESSON

HYMN

Genesis 22:15-18

God promises to faithful Abraham that in his seed
shall the nations of the earth be blessed.

Reader: Mary Kay Heimbach

Once in Royal David’s City ELW 269

violin solo
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1 Oncein roy-al Da - vid’s cit-y stood a low-ly cat - tle  shed,
2 He came down to earth from heav-en who is Godand Lord of all,
3 And our eyes at last shall see him,through his own re-deem-ing love;
4 Not in that poor low - ly sta-ble, with the ox - en stand-ing by,
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where a  moth-er laid her ba - by in a man-ger for his  bed:
and his shel-ter was a sta - ble,and his cra - dle was a  stall;
for that child so dear and gen - tle is our Lord in heav’'na - bove;

we shall see him; but in  heav - en, set at God’sright hand on high;
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Mar-y was that moth-er mild, Je - sus Christ, her lit - tle child.
with the poor and meek and low-ly, lived on earth our Sav-ior ho-ly.
and he leads his chil - dren on to the place wherehe is  gone.
there his  chil - dren gath - er round, bright like stars, with glo-ry crowned.

Text: Cecil Frances Alexander, 1818-1895
Music: IRBY, Henry J. Gauntlett, 1805-1876



THE THIRD LESSON

HYMN

Isaiah 9:2, 6-7

Christ’s birth and kingdom are foretold by Isaiah.

Reader: Amy Moyer

O Come, All Ye Faithful

ELW 283
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1 O come, all ye faith - ful, joy-ful and tri - um - phant! O
2 The high - est, most ho - ly, light of light e - ter - nal,
3 Sing, choirs of an - gels, sing in ex-ul - ta - tion,
4 Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this hap - py morn - ing;
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come ye, O come ye to Beth - le - hem;
born of a vir - gin, a mor - tal he comes;
sing, all  ye cit - i - zens of heav - en a - bove!
Je - sus, to thee be . .. glo - ry giv'n!
0 & . |
(" A . = I 1 I | |- |
6\_ F P o F 6 ! | T f 1
(A\AV4 1 | | [ | [ { Gl I }
J i T i T T [
come and be - hold him, born the king of an - gels:
Son of  the Fa - ther now in flesh ap - pear - ing!
Glo - 1y to God . . .. in... the... high - est:
Word of  the Fa - ther, now in flesh ap - pear - ing:
Refrain
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Ve - ni -te a-do - re - mus, ve - ni - te a-do - re - mus,
O come, let us a - dore him, O come, let us a - dore him,
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ve - ni -te a-do - re - mus Do - mi - num.
O come, let us a - dore him, Christ the Lord!

Text: attr. John Francis Wade, 1711-1786; tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1802—1880, sts. 1, 3—4; tr. unknown, st. 2

Music: ADESTE FIDELES, attr. John Francis Wade



THE FOURTH LESSON Isaiah 11:1-9

The peace that Christ will bring is foreshown.

Reader: Amy Moyer

HYMN O Come, O Come, Emmanuel ELW 257
verses 1, 2
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1 O come, O come, Em - man - u - el, and ran-som cap - tive
2 O come, O Wis-dom from on high, em - brac -ing all things
3 O come, O come, O Lord of might, as to your tribes on
4 O come, O Branch of Jes - se, free your own from Sa - tan’s
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Is - ra - el, thatmourns in  lone - ly ex - ille here
far and nigh:  in strengthand beau -ty  come and stay;
Si - nai’sheight in an - cient times you gave the law
tyr - an - ny; fromdepths of hell your peo - ple save,
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un - tl the Son of God ap - pear.
teach us your will and guide our way. Re-joice! Re-joice!
in cloud, and maj - es - ty, and awe.
and give them vic -try o’er the grave.
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Em - man - u - ¢l shall come to you, O Is - ra - el.

Text: Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Koln, 1710; tr. composite
Music: VENI, EMMANUEL, French processional, 15th cent.
Text sts. 2, 6,7 © 1997 Augsburg Fortress.



THE FIFTH LESSON Luke 1:26-33, 38

The angel Gabriel salutes the Blessed Virgin Mary.
Reader: Amanda Ehst

HYMN It Came Upon the Midnight Clear ELW 282
verses 1, 4
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1 It came up-on the mid-nightclear, that glo - rious song of old,
2 Still through the clo - ven skies they come with peace-ful wings un - furled,
3 And you, be -neath life’s crush-ing load, whose forms are bend-ing low,
4 For lo! The days are has-t'ning on, by proph-ets seen of old,
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from an - gels bend - ing near the earth to touch their harps of  gold:
and still their heav’'n-ly mu - sic floats o’er all the wea - ry world.
who toil a-long the climb-ing way with pain-ful steps and slow:
when with the ev - er - cir- cling years shall come the time fore - told,
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“Peace on the earth, good will to all, from heav’'n’sall - gra - cious king.”

A - bove its sad and low - ly plainsthey bend on hov-’ring wing,
look now, for glad and gold-en hours come swift - ly on  the wing;
when peace shallo - ver all theearth its an - cient splen-dors fling,
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The world in sol - emn still-ness lay  to hear the an - gels sing.
and ev - er o'er its ba - bel soundsthe bless-ed an - gels sing.
oh, rest be-side the wea-ry road and hear the an - gels sing!
and all the world give back the song which now the an - gels sing.

Text: Edmund H. Sears, 1810-1876
Music: CAROL, Richard S. Willis, 1819-1900



THE SIXTH LESSON

Luke 2:1-7
St. Luke tells of the birth of Jesus.
Reader: Madison Robb
HYMN Away in a Manger ELW 277
violin solo
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1 A-way in a man-ger, no crib for his bed, the lit - tle Lord
2 The cat - tle are low-ing; the ba-by a - wakes, but lit - tle Lord
3 Be near me,Lord Je -sus; I ask you to stay close by me for-
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Je - sus laid down his sweet head; the stars in the bright sky looked
Je - sus, no cry -ing he makes. I love you,Lord Je - sus; look
ev-er and love me, I pray. Bless all the dear chil - dren in
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down where he lay, the lit - tle Lord Je - sus a - sleep on the hay.
down from the sky and stay by my cra-dle till morn-ing is nigh.
your ten - der «care and fit us for heav-en, to live with you there.

Text: North American, 19th cent.
Music: AWAY IN A MANGER, James R. Murray, 1841-1905



THE SEVENTH LESSON Luke 2:8-16
The shepherds go to the manger.

Reader: Tom Engle

HYMN Hark! The Herald Angels Sing ELW 270
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1 Hark! The her - ald an- gels sing, “Glo-ry to the new - born king;

2 Christ, by high - est heav’n a - dored, Christ, the ev - er-last - ing Lord,
3 Hail the heav’'n-born Prince of peace! Hail the Sun of righ - teous - ness!
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peace on earth, and mer-cy mild, God and sin - ners rec - on - ciled.”
late  in time be-hold him come, off- spring of a vir-gin’s womb.

Light and life to all he brings, ris’'n with heal - ing in his wings.

N

Joy - ful, all you na-tions, rise; join the tri-umph of the skies;
Veiled in flesh the God-head see! Hail, in-car-nate de - i - ty!
Mild he lays his glo - ry by, born that we no more may die,
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with an - gel - ic  hosts pro-claim, “Christis born in Beth-le - hem!”
Pleased as man with us to dwell, Je - sus, our Em-man-u - el!
born  to raise each child of earth, born to give us sec-ond birth.
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Hark! The her-ald an-gels sing, “Glo-ty to the new-born king!”

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.
Music: MENDELSSOHN, Felix Mendelssohn, 1809-1847; arr. William H. Cummings, 1831-1915



THE EIGHTH LESSON

HYMN

Matthew 2:1-11

The wise men are led by the star to Jesus.

Reader: Lauren Jones

The First Noel
verses1,2,5

ELW 300

I The first No - el the an - gel did say was to
2 They look - ed up and  saw a star shin - ing
3 And by the light of that same  star three . .
4 This star drew  near to the north-west,  o'er
5 Then en - tered in those wise . . men three, full
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cer-tain poor shep - herds in  fields as they lay; in fields  where
in... the east be - yond . . them far; and to the
wise. . men came . . from coun - try far; to seek for a
Beth - le - hem it  took .. its rest; and there it
rev. - ‘rent-1ly ... up-on ... their knee, and of - fered
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they lay, keep - ing their sheep, on a cold win-ter’s
carth it gave . . . great light, and . . so it  con -
king was their . .. in - tent, and to  fol - low the
did both stop and stay right. . o - ver the
there in his . pres - ence their . . gold,. . . . and
Refrain
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night that  was so  deep.
tin-ued both  day and night.
star  wher - ev - er it went. No - el No - el No -
place where Je - sus lay.
myrrh, and  frank - in - cense.
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el, No - el! Born is the King of Is - ra-el

Text: English traditional

Music: THE FIRST NOWELL, English traditional



The congregation may stand.

THE NINTH LESSON John 1:1-14
St. John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation.
Reader: Pastor Bob
HYMN What Child Is This ELW 296
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1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mar-y’s lap is sleep-ing?
2 Why lies he in such meanes-tate where ox and ass are feed - ing?
3 So bring him in - cense, gold, and myrrh; come, peas-ant, king, to own him.
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Whom an - gels greet with an-thems sweet while shep-herds watch are keep - ing?
Good Chris-tian, fear; for sin-ners here the si - lent Word is plead-ing.
The King of kings sal - va-tion brings;let lov - ing hearts en-throne him.
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This, this is Christ the king, whom shep-herds guard and an- gels sing;
Nails, spear shall pierce him through, the cross be borne for me, for you;
Raise, raise the song on high, the vir - gin sings her lul - la- by;
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haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mar - y!

hail, hail the Word made flesh, the babe, the son  of Mar - y!

joy, joy, for Christ is born, the babe, the son of Mar - y!

Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898
Music: GREENSLEEVES, English ballad, 16th cent.



RESPONSIVE PRAYER

It is you, loving God, who lights our path with truth.
Your Word, Jesus, is truth.

In his light, draw all to the manger
to gather in wonder with the shepherds.

In his light, draw all to the manger
to kneel in reverence with the wise ones.

In his light, draw all to the manger
to sing for joy with the angels.

In the brightness of his life
cast away the darkness of injustice, poverty, and hunger in the world.

It is you, loving God, who meets us on our way.
In the light of Jesus, show the world the way of life. Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

On the night of his betrayal

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our sins, as we forgive
those who sin against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.



INVITATION TO COMMUNION

God is now in flesh appearing. Come to the feast of joy!
The congregation may be seated.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT

All without exception, are welcome at the table of God’s grace and love. Please fill out a
communion card and hand to an usher or place in the box at back of sanctuary. Today we receive
the sacrament at the altar rail. Please come forward at the direction of the ushers. Gluten-free
wafers and grape juice are available at the center aisle. Return to your seats by the side aisle. If
you are not able to come forward for communion, please let an usher know and communion will
be brought to you.

The congregation may stand.

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace, in the
name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Merciful God, we thank you for Jesus, who is our heavenly food. Strengthened by this goodness,
send us forth to announce your peace, comfort the afflicted, and share the good news of great
joy. Amen.

BLESSING

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow!
Praise God, all creatures here below!

You are the shepherds telling the story.
We tell it in the streets and across the land.

You are the wise ones worshiping with thanksgiving.
We worship with gifts of song and service, talents and treasures.

You are the angels announcing peace.
We live with joy and go now in peace.

Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen.



HYMN Good Christian Friends, Rejoice ELW 288
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1 Good Chris - tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
2 Good Chris - tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
3 Good Chris - tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
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give ye heed to what we say: Je - sus Christ is born to-day;
now ye hear of end - less bliss: Je - sus Christ was born for this!
now ye need not fear the grave; Je - sus Christ was born to save!
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ox and ass be - fore him bow, and he 1is in the man-ger now.
He has o - pened heav-en’s door, and we are blest for - ev - er- more.
Calls you one and «calls you all to  gainthe ev - er - last-ing hall
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Christ is born to - day! Christ is born to - day!
Christ was born for  this! Christ was born  for this!
Christ was born  to save! Christ was born  to save!

Text: Medieval Latin carol; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866
Music: IN DULCI JUBILO, German carol, 14th cent.

DISMISSAL
Glory to God in the highest! And peace to God’s people on earth!

Go in joy. Embody God’s redeeming grace. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23029.
Hymns and service music reprinted under Onelicense.net #A-709485.
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Acolyte
Grant Hersperger

Altar Assistants
Amanda Ehst
Tom Engle

Altar Guild
Shirley Hartman

Assisting Minister
Amy Moyer

Media
Shannon Omlor

Musicians
Rosalie Camper, violin
Patricia Keith, piano
Madison Robb, vocalist

Sound
Brianna Rohrbach

Video
Jason Eidle

Ushers
Carol & Larry Angstadt
Jennifer Schlegel



THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 28 — First Sunday of Christmas

9:30 AM Worship Celebration, Lessons & Carols Sanctuary
MONDAY, DECEMBER 29

Office & Preschool Closed

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 30

Office & Preschool Closed

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 31

Office & Preschool Closed

THURSDAY, JANUARY 1 — New Year’s Day

Office & Preschool Closed

8:00 PM Worship Broadcast Comcast Ch 98
FRIDAY, JANUARY 2

Preschool Closed

7:00 AM Men’s Small Group Bible Study Telephone Conference
SATURDAY, JANUARY 3

11:00 AM Funeral Sanctuary

4:30 PM Come to the Table Fellowship Hall/Parking Lot
SUNDAY, JANUARY 4 - Epiphany of Our Lord

9:30 AM Worship Celebration Sanctuary

9:30 AM Sunday Church School Parish House, 2™ floor
10:45 AM Christmas Meal Debrief Conference Room

to connect to our website and view more of

Scan the QR Code with your phone’s camera _E:
what’s happening at St. John’s! :




GUESTS are always welcome to the Table!

MEMBERS (two types)
Voting & Non-voting

KEEPING MEMBERSHIP SIMPLE

The only way you can ever be removed from the membership roll at St. John's,
or any ELCA congregation:

® Yourequest a transfer

e  You ask to be removed

e  You depart this life

Voting members must make a record of having:
e  Filled out a communion card and received the Lord’s Supper ONE time per year
e  Contributed ONE time per year, making sure your name is included

e |

MEN'S RETREAT

Forksville, PA
JANUARY 30-FEBRUARY 1

(Friday evening - Sunday afternoon)

Register by January 19 on our website

Questions?
Contact Brian at bmoatzsj@gmail.com




PURPOSE STATEMENT

We believe God’s purpose for the people of St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is to
develop joy-filled children of God who love the Lord and share God’s Word.

We do this by:

® Maintaining a trusting and welcoming environment.

=  Praying daily.
= Reading scripture regularly.

=  Sharing our faith through action-based service.

= Encouraging holy conversations.
= Feeding our faith with music.

With a focus on:

= Activities that build relationships.
=  Worship that is relevant.

= Meeting the needs of the vulnerable in our community.

Pastor Bob Machamer

Bethany Calderwood, Director of Preschool Ministry
Kay Christman, Finance Team

Sue Grofe, Finance Team

Donnie Heimbach, Property

Bonnie Moatz, Finance Team

Shannon Omlor, Communications Coordinator
Linda Rohrbach, Treasurer

bmachamer@stjohnsboyertown.org
bcalderwood@stjohnsboyertown.org
financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org
financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org

financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org
somlor@stjohnsboyertown.org
treasurer@stjohnsboyertown.org

Vst

45 N. Reading Avenue | Boyertown, PA 19512
610.369.1024 | fax 610.369.1463
stjohnsboyertown.org

W Office Hours | Monday-Thursday 8:30am - 3:30pm | Friday 8:30am - 12:00pm

OYERTOWN



