January 11, 2026 | 9:30 am
BAPTISM OF OUR LORD

As children of God and disciples of Christ seeking peace and
justice in the world, we welcome, affirm, and include all people
into the fullness of God’s love. We celebrate and lift up people
of all races, cultures, ages, sexual orientations, gender
identities, physical or mental abilities, economic statuses,
political affiliation, appearances, family status, and citizenship
as equally loved and valued in the eyes of God and in this place.
All are invited to join this community as we worship God, grow
in faith, and strive to love and serve one another.

All, without exception, are welcome in this place.
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WELCOME

You are a blessing to us, and we’re glad you’re here today!

NEW HERE?

Please do not feel obligated to contribute an offering - you are our guest! Rather, please ask an usher for a
Let’s Get Acquainted card and drop it in the offering plate.

Restrooms are located on the same level as the sanctuary. Exit the back of the sanctuary, turn left into Parish
House, turn left again at ramp and continue midway down hallway. Restrooms are on the right.

Gluten-free communion wafers and grape juice are available at the center aisle.

WHERE DO MY KIDS GO?

Children are always welcome to worship. Sunday School is offered for children ages 3 through 6th grade.
Families are encouraged to begin worship together at 9:30 in the Sanctuary. Children are dismissed from
worship and escorted to their classroom, located on the second floor of the Parish House. Children are
released to parents at worship conclusion, approximately 10:30 am.

PRAYER REQUESTS

The importance of prayer is affirmed throughout the Bible. As a church we are committed to pray - your
needs are important to us. Prayer request cards can be obtained from an usher and may be filled out and
dropped in the offering plate.

GATHERING TIMES GET CONNECTED
Sunday | 9:30 am | Sanctuary Connect with God, each other and our
Worship Celebration with Holy Communion community! Follow us on Facebook,
Livestream on YouTube (St John’s ELC Boyertown) YouTube and Instagram!
Thursday | 8:00 pm @ u
Service Broadcast on Comcast Channel 98 n r.j

SERVING IN WORSHIP

Acolyte Abby Torres Media Jason Friz

Altar Assistants Melissa Eidle, Jennifer Schlegel Musicians Chris Mervine, Madison Robb

Altar Guild Mary Dierolf, Nancy Edwards Prayer Karen Pollock

Assisting Minister  Jennifer Schlegel Sound Myles Omlor

Lector Mel Roth Video Camryn Friz

Ushers Becky & Barry Erb, Bunny & Ron Riffle



Baptism of Our Lord

In the waters of the Jordan, Jesus is revealed as the beloved Son of God.
Through this great epiphany, Jesus fulfills all righteousness and becomes the
servant of God who will bring forth justice and be a light to the nations. In
the waters of baptism we too are washed by the Word, anointed by the
Spirit, and named God’s beloved children. Our baptismal mission is to
proclaim good news to all who are oppressed or in need of God'’s healing.

PRELUDE

WELCOME

The congregation may stand.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, the Creator of heaven and earth, the Word who spoke life
into being, the Wind stirring the waters. Amen.

Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely.

Mighty God, lover of justice, you call us to life in community, but we have served our own
interests at the expense of our neighbors. We have sown deceit where honesty was needed.
We say the right words, but our hearts are far from you. Turn us to seek your face. Knit us
together and give us the mind of Christ, that we may do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly
with you, our God. Amen.

The former things have passed away, and new things God now declares: Like a spring of water
that never fails, God covers you in the righteousness of Christ, and forgives your sinin Jesus’ name.
May the Spirit give you strength to live for others, and bless you with the gift of peace. Amen.



GATHERING HYMN Baptized in Water ELW 456

This hymn discusses many different meanings water has in our Christian faith. When fully immersed, it cleanses us of
our sins. When we rise from the water, we are made new and forgiven. This is one of the many ways we proclaim our
faith to the Lord.
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prom - ise, faith-ful - ly now God’s praise we  sing.
giv - en, thank-ful - ly now God’s praise we  sing.
chil - dren; joy - ful - ly now God’s praise we  sing.

Text: Michael Saward, b. 1932
Music: BUNESSAN, Gaelic tune

Text © 1982 Jubilate Hymns, admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all. And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. O God our Father, at the baptism of Jesus you proclaimed him your beloved Son and
anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized into Christ faithful to their calling to
be your daughters and sons, and empower us all with your Spirit, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.



Change My Heart, O God

Refrain
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Change my heart, O  God; make it ev-er true.
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Change my heart, O  God; may [ be like you.

- ddp g d vl
You are the pot - ter; I am the clay.

3 Refrain

6- W TSN
Mold me and make  me; this is what [ pray.

Text: Eddie Espinosa, b. 1953
Music: CHANGE MY HEART, Eddi
Text and music © 1982 Mercy/Vi

Espinosa
ard Publishing, admin. Music Services

Children are dismissed to Sunday School.
The congregation may be seated.
FIRST READING Isaiah 42:1-9

God'’s servant is endowed with God’s spirit in order to bring justice to the nations. The servant will not exercise
authority boisterously or with violence, nor will weariness ever prevent the fulfilling of the servant’s task. God'’s old
promises have been fulfilled; the servant’s new assignment is to bring light to the nations.

1Here is my servant, whom | uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; | have put my spirit
upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. 2He will not cry or lift up his voice, or make it
heard in the street; *a bruised reed he will not break, and a dimly burning wick he will not quench;
he will faithfully bring forth justice. * He will not grow faint or be crushed until he has established
justice in the earth; and the coastlands wait for his teaching. °Thus says God, the LORD, who
created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread out the earth and what comes from it,
who gives breath to the people upon it and spirit to those who walk in it: ®| am the LoRD, | have
called you in righteousness, | have taken you by the hand and kept you; | have given you as a
covenant to the people, a light to the nations, “to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the
prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in darkness. 81 am the LORD, that is my
name; my glory | give to no other, nor my praise to idols. See, the former things have come to
pass, and new things | now declare; before they spring forth, | tell you of them.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



SECOND READING Acts 10:34-43

Peter crosses the sharp religious boundary separating Jews from Gentiles and proclaims the good news of God’s
inclusive forgiveness in Jesus’ name to Cornelius, a Roman centurion. As a result of Peter’s preaching, Cornelius and his
family become the first Gentiles to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ.

34peter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]: “I truly understand that God shows no
partiality, 3*but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to
him. 38 You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—
he is Lord of all. 3 That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism
that John announced: 3 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power;
how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with
him. 3° We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death
by hanging him on a tree; °but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, ** not
to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with
him after he rose from the dead. * He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that
he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. ** All the prophets testify about
him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
The congregation may stand.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia,

Lord, to whom shall we go?

You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL READING
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. Glory to you O Lord. Matthew 3:13-17

Before Jesus begins his ministry, he is baptized by John, touched by the Spirit, and identified publicly as God’s child.

BThen Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. * John would have
prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” *But Jesus
answered him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then
he consented. * And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly
the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting
on him. ¥ And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom | am well
pleased.”



The gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
The congregation may be seated.
SERMON

The congregation may stand.

HYMN OF THE DAY

Pastor Bob Machamer

Spirit of Gentleness

ELW 396

The Holy Spirit can be seen as both gentle and restless. In this hymn, the Spirit is portrayed as a wind. We turn to the
gentle wind to know the Holy Spirit is present, and we are met with peace and comfort. We turn to the restless wind
for power and activity.

call-ing and  free; Spir it, Spir-it of rest-less-ness,
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stir me from plac-id-ness, wind,

wind on the sea.

1 You moved on the wa - ters, you called to the deep,
2 You swept through the des - ert, you stung with the sand,
3 You sang  in a sta - ble, you cried from a hill,
4 You call from to-mor - row, you break an-cient schemes.
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then you coaxed up the moun - tains from the val - leys of sleep;
and you goad - ed your peo - ple with a law and a land;
then you whis-pered in si - lence when the whole world was still;

From the bond - age of sor - row

all the cap - tives dream dreams;

and o - ver the e - ons
and when they were blind - ed
and down in the cit - 'y

you called to each
with 1 - dols and lies,

you called once

thing:

a - gain,

our wom-en see Vi - sions, our men clear their eyes.
Refrain
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“A - wake from your slum - bers and rise on your wings.”

then you spoke through your proph - ets to
when you blew through your peo - ple
de - ci - sions your

With . . . bold new

Text: James K. Manley, b. 1940
Music: SPIRIT, James K. Manley
Text and music © 1978 James K. Manley, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

o -pen their eyes.
on the rush of the wind.
peo-ple a - rise.



THE APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER PETITION
Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying ELW 752
Sung through twice.
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Lord, lis-ten to your chil-dren pray-ing, Lord, send your Spir-it in this place;

Lord, lis-ten to your chil-dren pray -ing, send us love, send us pow’r, send us grace.

Text: Ken Medema, b. 1943
Music: CHILDREN PRAYING, Ken Medema
Text and music © 1973 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.



The congregation may kneel.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

During this time of prayer, you are encouraged to meditate fully
on the prayers offered by the reader.
Prayer response:

Merciful God, receive our prayer.
The congregation may be seated.
OFFERING MUSIC

The congregation may stand.

OFFERING PRAYER

God of majesty, no eye has seen, no ear has heard what you have prepared for those who love
you, yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy. Use what we have gathered to feed
us with the reign of God come near, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

COMMUNION MUSIC The Table Chris Tomlin
| will feast at the table of the Lord.
| will feast at the table of the Lord.

| won’t hunger anymore at His table.

Come all you weary, come and find
His yoke is easy, His burden light.
He is able; He will restore at the table of the Lord.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

On the night of his betrayal

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our sins, as we forgive
those who sin against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! Come to the table; taste and see.

The congregation may be seated.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT

All without exception, are welcome at the table of God’s grace and love. Please fill out a
communion card and hand to an usher or place in the box at back of sanctuary. Today we receive
the sacrament at the altar rail. Please come forward at the direction of the ushers. Gluten-free
wafers and grape juice are available at the center aisle. Return to your seats by the side aisle. If
you are unable to come forward for communion, please let an usher know and communion will be
brought to you.

The congregation may stand.

BLESSING
May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace, in the
name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Radiant God, we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. In the sacrament of his body and
blood you have drawn us to your heart. Send us from this table with delight, that our lives may
reflect the beauty of your love, and bear witness to all we have seen and heard, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

BENEDICTION
May the triune God, who has put a new song in your mouth and tuned your heart for praise bless
you now and forever. Amen.



SENDING HYMN Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized ELW 304

This hymn serves as a personal call for believers to embrace their own baptism. When we cleanse from our sins, we
rise to a new life in Christ, empowered by the Spirit to serve God.
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I Christ, when for us you were bap - tized, God’s Spir -it on you
2 God  called you,“My be - lov - ed Son”; you  are God’s ser - vant
3 Straight-way and stead-fast wun - til death you then o-beyed the

4 Bap - tize us with your Spir - it, Lord; your cross on us be
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signed, that like - wise in  God’s ser - vice we  may
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ur - gent as a flame, as ur - gent as a flame.
ho - ly will  to do, God’s ho - ly will  to do.
give your life for all, to give your life for all.
per - fect free-dom find, may per - fect free-dom  find.

Text: F. Bland Tucker, 1895-1984, alt.
Music: LOBT GOTT, ITHR CHRISTEN, Nikolaus Herman, 1480-1561
Text © 1985 The Church Pension Fund, admin. Church Publishing, Inc. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy. Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23029.
Hymns and service music reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709485.



GUESTS are always welcome to the Table!

MEMBERS (two types)
Voting & Non-voting

KEEPING MEMBERSHIP SIMPLE

The only way you can ever be removed from the membership roll at St.
John's, or any ELCA congregation:

e Yourequest a transfer

e  You ask to be removed

e  You depart this life

Voting members must make a record of having:
e  Filled out a communion card and received the Lord’s Supper ONE time per year
e  Contributed ONE time per year, making sure your name is included



THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S

SUNDAY, JANUARY 11 — Baptism of Our Lord

9:30 AM Worship Celebration

9:30 AM Sunday School

10:45 AM Coffee & Conversation
MONDAY, JANUARY 12

10:00 AM Yoga Class

5:00 PM Newsletter Submission

6:30 PM Girl Scouts

6:30 PM Jr. Optimist Club

7:30 PM Optimist Club

TUESDAY, JANUARY 13

6:30 PM Building a Better Boyertown
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 14

9:00 AM Preschool Drop-Off Social
6:30 PM Prayer Shawls

THURSDAY, JANUARY 15

9:30 AM Community Leaders Meeting
10:00 AM Chestnut Knoll Service

7:00 PM Handbells

8:00 PM Worship Broadcast

FRIDAY, JANUARY 16

7:00 AM Men’s Small Group Bible Study
10:00 AM Move & Groove Class
SATURDAY, JANUARY 17

4:30 PM Come to the Table

10:00 AM Visitation

11:00 AM Funeral

SUNDAY, JANUARY 18 — Second Sunday after Epiphany
Pastor Bob’s Ordination Anniversary

9:30 AM Worship Celebration

9:30 AM Sunday School

10:45 AM Service MAG Meeting

Sanctuary
Parish House, 2™ floor

Lower Level

Room 205

Fellowship Hall
Conference Room

Conference Room

Lower Level

Lowr Level
The Well (2" floor PH)

Conference Room
Chestnut Knoll
Handbell Room
Comcast Ch 98

Telephone Conference
Room 205

Fellowship Hall/Parking Lot

Sanctuary
Sanctuary

Sanctuary
Parish House, 2™ floor
Conference Room




STARTING

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 14 @ 6:30PM
IN THE WELL
(2ND FLOOR PARISH HOUSE)
CONTINUING THE 2" WEDNESDAY EACH MONTH
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'S RETREAT

Forksville, PA
JANUARY 30-FEBRUARY 1

(Friday evening - Sunday afternoon)

ME

Register by January 19 on our website

Questions?
Contact Brian at bmoatzsj@gmail.com

* SCAN TO'REGISTERM®S 5wt
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PURPOSE STATEMENT

We believe God’s purpose for the people of St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is to
develop joy-filled children of God who love the Lord and share God’s Word.

We do this by:

=  Maintaining a trusting and welcoming environment.

=  Praying daily.
= Reading scripture regularly.

= Sharing our faith through action-based service.

= Encouraging holy conversations.
=  Feeding our faith with music.

With a focus on:

= Activities that build relationships.
=  Worship that is relevant.

=  Meeting the needs of the vulnerable in our community.

Pastor Bob Machamer

Bethany Calderwood, Director of Preschool Ministry
Kay Christman, Finance Team

Sue Grofe, Finance Team

Donnie Heimbach, Property

Bonnie Moatz, Finance Team

Shannon Omlor, Communications Coordinator
Linda Rohrbach, Treasurer

bmachamer@stjohnsboyertown.org
bcalderwood@stjohnsboyertown.org
financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org
financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org

financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org
somlor@stjohnsboyertown.org
treasurer@stjohnsboyertown.org

Vo

45 N. Reading Avenue | Boyertown, PA 19512
610.369.1024 | fax 610.369.1463
stjohnsboyertown.org

W Office Hours | Monday-Thursday 8:30am - 3:30pm | Friday 8:30am - 12:00pm
a

OYERTOWN



