February 22,2026 | 9:30 am
FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT

As children of God and disciples of Christ seeking peace and
justice in the world, we welcome, affirm, and include all people
into the fullness of God’s love. We celebrate and lift up people
of all races, cultures, ages, sexual orientations, gender
identities, physical or mental abilities, economic statuses,
political affiliation, appearances, family status, and citizenship
as equally loved and valued in the eyes of God and in this place.
All are invited to join this community as we worship God, grow
in faith, and strive to love and serve one another.

All, without exception, are welcome in this place.
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WELCOME

You are a blessing to us, and we’re glad you’re here today!

NEW HERE?

Please do not feel obligated to contribute an offering - you are our guest! Rather, please ask an usher for a
Let’s Get Acquainted card and drop it in the offering plate.

Restrooms are located on the same level as the sanctuary. Exit the back of the sanctuary, turn left into Parish
House, turn left again at ramp and continue midway down hallway. Restrooms are on the right.

Gluten-free communion wafers and grape juice are available at the center aisle.

WHERE DO MY KIDS GO?

Children are always welcome to worship. Sunday School is offered for children ages 3 through 6th grade.
Families are encouraged to begin worship together at 9:30 in the Sanctuary. Children are dismissed from
worship and escorted to their classroom, located on the second floor of the Parish House. Children are
released to parents at worship conclusion, approximately 10:30 am.

PRAYER REQUESTS

The importance of prayer is affirmed throughout the Bible. As a church we are committed to pray - your
needs are important to us. Prayer request cards can be obtained from an usher and may be filled out and
dropped in the offering plate.

GATHERING TIMES GET CONNECTED
Sunday | 9:30 am | Sanctuary Connect with God, each other and our
Worship Celebration with HOIy Communion community! Follow us on Facebook,
Livestream on YouTube (St John’s ELC Boyertown) YouTube and Instagram!
Thursday | 8:00 pm @ u
Service Broadcast on Comcast Channel 98 n r.j

SERVING IN WORSHIP

Acolyte Delaney Hersperger Media Shannon Omlor

Altar Assistants George Hill, Jennifer Schlegel Musician Sam Kulp

Altar Guild Bonnie Moatz Prayer Sue Grofe

Assisting Minister  Jennifer Schlegel Sound Brianna Rohrbach

Lector Brian Moatz Video Jason Eidle

Ushers Martha Bentley, Jodi Dykie, Barbara Houp, Josee Ruckenbrod



First Sunday In Lent

Today's gospel tells of Jesus’ temptation in the desert. His forty-day fast
becomes the basis of our Lenten pilgrimage. In the early church Lent was a
time of intense preparation for those to be baptized at the Easter Vigil. This
catechetical focus on the meaning of faith is at the heart of our Lenten
journey to the baptismal waters of Easter. Hungry for God’s mercy, we
receive the bread of life to nourish us for the days ahead.

PRELUDE

VIDEO

WELCOME

The congregation may stand.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt and blots out all offenses.

Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For failing to recognize your coming reign, and for hindering the work of the Spirit: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition, and for disdaining the living water Christ
offers: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For disregarding voices from the margin, and for distrusting signs of your healing and hope in the
world: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.



For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent, and for disregarding Christ’s call to come forth
to life: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound. Through faith, the free gift of God, you have
been clothed in the righteousness of Christ. In the name of Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
The Spirit of the One who raised Christ from the dead dwells in you, pours God’s love into your
hearts, and gives you life and peace. Amen.

GATHERING HYMN O Lord, Throughout These Forty Days ELW 319

Throughout the season of Lent, we turn away from our temptations and live by God’s word. Practicing repentance
and prayer consistently strengthens our faith. This hymn reflects on the journey toward Easter and how we, as
believers, can strengthen and deepen our faith during this time.
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Text: based on Claudia F. Hernaman, 1838-1898; para. Gilbert E. Doan Jr., b. 1930
Music: CONSOLATION, A. Davisson, Kentucky Harmony, 1816
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress



The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all. And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Lord God, our strength, the struggle between good and evil rages within and around
us, and the devil and all the forces that defy you tempt us with empty promises. Keep us
steadfast in your word, and when we fall, raise us again and restore us through your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.

Change My Heart, O God

Refrain
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Change my heart, O God; make it ev-er true.
End
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Change my heart, O  God; may [ be like you.
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Mold me and make  me; this is what I  pray.

Text: Eddie Espinosa, b. 1953
Music: CHANGE MY HEART, Eddic Espinosa
Text and music © 1982 Mercy/Vineyeard Publishing, admin. Music Services

Children are dismissed to Sunday School.

The congregation may be seated.

PSALM 32 (read responsively)

1 Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven, and whose sin is put away!

2Happy are they to whom the LORD imputes no guilt, and in whose spirit there is no guile!
3While | held my tongue, my bones withered away, because of my groaning all day long.

“For your hand was heavy upon me day and night; my moisture was dried up as in the heat of
summer.



5Then | acknowledged my sin to you, and did not conceal my guilt. | said, “l will confess my
transgressions to the LORD.” Then you forgave me the guilt of my sin.

®Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in time of trouble; when the great
waters overflow, they shall not reach them.

"You are my hiding-place; you preserve me from trouble; you surround me with shouts of
deliverance.

8“1 will instruct you and teach you in the way that you should go; | will guide you with my eye.

Do not be like horse or mule, which have no understanding; who must be fitted with bit and
bridle, or else they will not stay near you.”

10 Great are the tribulations of the wicked; but mercy embraces those who trust in the LoRp.

1 Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the LORD; shout for joy, all who are true of heart.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

READING Romans 5:12-19

Through Adam’s disobedience, humanity came under bondage to sin and death, from which we cannot free ourselves.
In Christ’s obedient death, God graciously showers on us the free gift of liberation and life.

12 Just as sin came into the world through one man, and death came through sin, and so death
spread to all because all have sinned—*3sin was indeed in the world before the law, but sin is not
reckoned when there is no law. *Yet death exercised dominion from Adam to Moses, even over
those whose sins were not like the transgression of Adam, who is a type of the one who was to
come. > But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died through the one man’s
trespass, much more surely have the grace of God and the free gift in the grace of the one man,
Jesus Christ, abounded for the many. ¢ And the free gift is not like the effect of the one man’s sin.
For the judgment following one trespass brought condemnation, but the free gift following many
trespasses brings justification. 7 If, because of the one man’s trespass, death exercised dominion
through that one, much more surely will those who receive the abundance of grace and the free
gift of righteousness exercise dominion in life through the one man, Jesus Christ. ¥ Therefore just
as one man’s trespass led to condemnation for all, so one man’s act of righteousness leads to
justification and life for all. ¥ For just as by the one man’s disobedience the many were made
sinners, so by the one man’s obedience the many will be made righteous.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



The congregation may stand.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Refrain
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mer-cy; come seek the ten- der faith-ful-ness of God.
Text Marty Haugen, b.1950
Tune: Marty Haugen, b.1950
© 1990, 1991, GIA Publications, Inc
GOSPEL READING
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord. Matthew 4:1-11

Jesus experiences anew the temptations that Israel faced in the wilderness. As the Son of God,
he endures the testing of the evil one.

! Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2He fasted forty
days and forty nights, and afterwards he was famished. 3 The tempter came and said to him, “If
you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.” *But he answered,
“It is written, ‘One does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of
God.”” °Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the
temple, ¢ saying to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down; for it is written, ‘He will
command his angels concerning you,” and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, so that you will
not dash your foot against a stone.”” 7 Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put the Lord
your God to the test.””  Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the
kingdoms of the world and their splendor; ®and he said to him, “All these | will give you, if you will
fall down and worship me.” ¥ Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! for it is written, ‘Worship
the Lord your God, and serve only him.”” 11 Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and
waited on him.

The gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

The congregation may be seated.

SERMON Pastor Bob Machamer



The congregation may stand.
HYMN OF THE DAY A Mighty Fortress Is Our God ELW 504

God is our strongest support against adversity. This hymn depicts God as a fortress, a place of comfort and protection
against dangerous forces.
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Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship
Music: EIN FESTE BURG, Martin Luther
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



THE APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER PETITION

Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying ELW 752
Sung through twice.

Ioﬁu. T I

B r— f 1 ]
O R s R D R B TP e

Lord, lis-ten to your chil-dren pray-ing, Lord, send your Spir-it in this place;

Lord, lis-ten to your chil-dren pray -ing, send us love, send us pow’r, send us grace.

Text: Ken Medema, b. 1943
Music: CHILDREN PRAYING, Ken Medema
Text and music © 1973 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.



The congregation may kneel.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

During this time of prayer, you are encouraged to meditate fully
on the prayers offered by the reader.
Prayer response:

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
The congregation may be seated.
OFFERING MUSIC

The congregation may stand.

OFFERING PRAYER

O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces all creation. You send rain and
sunshine to nourish the earth and bring forth its bounty. Through these gifts of bread and wine,
draw us into the death and life of your Son, who calls us to bear witness to his saving work. We
ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

COMMUNION MUSIC The Table Chris Tomlin
| will feast at the table of the Lord.
| will feast at the table of the Lord.

| won’t hunger anymore at His table.

Come all you weary, come and find
His yoke is easy, His burden light.
He is able; He will restore at the table of the Lord.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

On the night of his betrayal

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our sins, as we forgive
those who sin against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the table. Feast on God’s goodness and mercy.

The congregation may be seated.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT

All without exception, are welcome at the table of God’s grace and love. Please fill out a
communion card and hand to an usher or place in the box at back of sanctuary. Today we receive
the sacrament at the altar rail. Please come forward at the direction of the ushers. Gluten-free
wafers and grape juice are available at the center aisle. Return to your seats by the side aisle. If
you are unable to come forward for communion, please let an usher know and communion will be
brought to you.

The congregation may stand.

BLESSING

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace, in the
name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

God of our salvation, we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls, reconciles us to
you, and strengthens us for the journey. Through the body and blood of your Son, may we become
Christ’s body in the world, bearing witness to your love for all creation, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

BENEDICTION

Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: God, who calls all things into existence, Jesus Christ, who
redeems us, and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation, bless you now and always. Amen.



SENDING HYMN

| Want Jesus to Walk With Me

ELW 325

As we journey through lent, we continually seek Jesus. His presence, support, and love guide us along these forty days.
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2 In my tri - als, Lord, walk with me;
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Lord, I want Je sus to walk with me.
Lord, I want Je sus to walk with me.
Lord, I want Je sus to walk with me.

Text: African American spiritual
Music: SOJOURNER, African American spiritual

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Believe the good news. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23029.
Hymns and service music reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709485.



GUESTS are always welcome to the Table!

MEMBERS (two types)
Voting & Non-voting

KEEPING MEMBERSHIP SIMPLE

1. The only way you can ever be removed from the membership roll at St. John's,
or any ELCA congregation:
e Yourequest a transfer
e  You ask to be removed
e  You depart this life

2. Voting members must make a record of having:
e  Filled out a communion card and received the Lord’s Supper ONE time per year
e  Contributed ONE time per year, making sure your name is included

MID&VEEK
BINEREIN  MWLOESSTER P

WEDNESDAYS,
FEB 25 - MARCH 25
7:00 PM




THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 22 - First Sunday in Lent

9:30 AM Worship Celebration
9:30 AM Sunday School

10:45 AM Congregation Council
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 23

10:00 AM Yoga Class

6:30 PM Girl Scouts

6:30 PM Jr. Optimist Club

7:30 PM Optimist Club

7:30 PM Chimes (Girl Scouts)
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 24

1:00 PM Joyful Sisters of Service
6:30 PM Building a Better Boyertown

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 25

Fresh Expressions Conference

7:00 PM Unfailing Light Midweek Lent Service
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 26

Fresh Expressions Conference

10:00 AM Chestnut Knoll Service w/ Holy Communion
7:00 PM Handbell Choir
8:00 PM Worship Broadcast

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 27

Fresh Expressions Conference
7:00 AM
10:00 AM
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 28
Fresh Expressions Conference

Men’s Small Group Bible Study
Move & Groove Class

4:30 PM Come to the Table

SUNDAY, MARCH 1 - Second Sunday in Lent
9:30 AM Worship Celebration

9:30 AM Sunday School

10:45 AM 2025 Financial Review Meeting

Sanctuary
Parish House, 2™ floor

Conference Room

Room 205
Fellowship Hall
Conference Room
Conference Room
Handbell Room

Conference Room

Lower Level

Sanctuary

Chestnut Knoll
Handbell Room
Comcast Ch 98

Telephone Conference
Room 205

Fellowship Hall/Parking Lot

Sanctuary
Parish House, 2™ floor

Sanctuary




PURPOSE STATEMENT

We believe God’s purpose for the people of St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is to
develop joy-filled children of God who love the Lord and share God’s Word.

We do this by:

=  Maintaining a trusting and welcoming environment.

= Praying daily.
= Reading scripture regularly.

= Sharing our faith through action-based service.

= Encouraging holy conversations.
=  Feeding our faith with music.

With a focus on:

= Activities that build relationships.
=  Worship that is relevant.

=  Meeting the needs of the vulnerable in our community.

Pastor Bob Machamer

Bethany Calderwood, Director of Preschool Ministry
Kay Christman, Finance Team

Sue Grofe, Finance Team

Donnie Heimbach, Property

Bonnie Moatz, Finance Team

Shannon Omlor, Communications Coordinator
Linda Rohrbach, Treasurer

bmachamer@stjohnsboyertown.org
bcalderwood@stjohnsboyertown.org
financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org
financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org

financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org
somlor@stjohnsboyertown.org
treasurer@stjohnsboyertown.org

Vo

45 N. Reading Avenue | Boyertown, PA 19512
610.369.1024 | fax 610.369.1463
stjohnsboyertown.org

W Office Hours | Monday-Thursday 8:30am - 3:30pm | Friday 8:30am - 12:00pm
a

OYERTOWN



