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Unfailing Light – Lenten Worship, Conversations with Jesus 
 

The disciples urged Jesus strongly, saying, 
“Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly over.” 

So he went in to stay with them. 

The congregation may stand. 

GATHERING 
 



 
 



 

The love of God poured into our hearts, the saving grace of Jesus Christ, and the abundant life of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

OPENING PRAYER 

Let us pray. Though we seek to walk in faithfulness, O God, the tempter’s wild wilderness sets 
traps along our path. Strengthen your living word within us, that we may remain true to Christ, 
our way, our truth, our life. Amen. 

GOSPEL                       Matthew 4:1-11 

Jesus experiences anew the temptations that Israel faced in the wilderness. As the Son of God, he endures the testing 
of the evil one. 

Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tested by the devil. 2 He fasted forty days 
and forty nights, and afterward he was famished. 3 The tempter came and said to him, “If you are 
the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.” 4 But he answered, “It is 
written, ‘One does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of 
God.’ ” 5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the 
temple, 6 saying to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is written, ‘He will 
command his angels concerning you,’ and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, so that you will 
not dash your foot against a stone.’ ” 7 Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put the Lord 
your God to the test.’ ” 8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the 
kingdoms of the world and their glory, 9 and he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall 
down and worship me.” 10 Then Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! for it is written, 
‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.’ ” 11 Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels 
came and waited on him. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

The congregation may be seated. 

MESSAGE  ‘Temptation’ Tom Engle 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The congregation may stand. 

HYMN OF THE DAY Let Evening Fall 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GREETING OF PEACE 
The peace of the risen Christ be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 

 



 

GATHERING OF GIFTS 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
We bless you, O God, gracious and merciful; you bring forth food from the earth and nourish your 
whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger that all may know your care. Prepare 
us now to receive your mercy: Jesus Christ, the bread of life. Amen. 



 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LENTEN PREFACE 

It is indeed right and good everywhere and always to give you thanks and praise, Holy God, mighty 
and immortal, through your Son, Jesus Christ. 

Who calls us to return to you and live, for you are gracious and merciful, slow to anger, full of love, 
and faithful to your promises. 

And so with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God. 

The universe declares your praise: beyond the stars, beneath the sea, within each cell with every 
breath. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Generations bless your faithfulness: through the waters, across the wilderness, by night and day, 
out of exile, into the future. 
 
 
 
 

We give you thanks for your Son: at the heart of human life, near to those who suffer, beside the 
sinner, among the poor, with us now. 
 
 
 
 
 
Let us pray as Jesus taught: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who sin against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

SENDING HYMN 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BLESSING 
Holy God, Blessed Trinity, strengthen your faith, increase your hope, deepen your love, and give 
you peace this night and always. Amen. 

SENDING 
Go in peace. Rest in God. Rise to serve. 
Thanks be to God. 
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PURPOSE STATEMENT 
 

We believe God’s purpose for the people of St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is to 
develop joy-filled children of God who love the Lord and share God’s Word. 

We do this by: 

▪ Maintaining a trusting and welcoming environment. 
▪ Praying daily. 
▪ Reading scripture regularly. 
▪ Sharing our faith through action-based service. 
▪ Encouraging holy conversations. 
▪ Feeding our faith with music. 

With a focus on: 

▪ Activities that build relationships. 
▪ Worship that is relevant. 
▪ Meeting the needs of the vulnerable in our community. 
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