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Unfailing Light — Lenten Worship, Conversations with Jesus

The disciples urged Jesus strongly, saying,
“Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly over.”
So he went in to stay with them.

The congregation may stand.
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You lift up the weak and hun - gry.
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bless your ho-lyname, O God.
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Text: Susan Briehl, © 2004, Augsburg Fortress, Publishers
Music: Marty Haugen, © 2004, GIA Publications, Inc.



The love of God poured into our hearts, the saving grace of Jesus Christ, and the abundant life of
the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

OPENING PRAYER

Let us pray. God of power, you work wonders for those who seek you in faith. Show us your grace
where we least expect it, that we may praise you for your boundless love and give thanks for your
saving help in Jesus Christ, the light of the world. Amen.

The congregation may be seated.

READING John 9:1-11
Jesus heals a man born blind, provoking a hostile reaction that he regards as spiritual blindness to the things of God.

L As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who
sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3 Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor
his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. * We must
work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming, when no one can work. °> As
long as | am in the world, | am the light of the world.” ® When he had said this, he spat on the
ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, ” saying to him,
“Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back
able to see. 8The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this
not the man who used to sit and beg?” 9Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No,
but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am he.” 1°But they kept asking him, “Then how
were your eyes opened?” ! He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes,
and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.” Then | went and washed and received my sight.”

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
MESSAGE ‘Receiving Sight’ Scott Scheiry



The congregation may stand.

HYMN OF THE DAY

Let Evening Fall
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Text: Susan Briehl, © 2002, GIA Publications, Inc.
Music: EMILY; Marty Haugen, © 2002, GIA Publications, Inc.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
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Text: Prayer by St. Augustine, adapt. Marty Haugen; © 2003, GIA Publications, Inc.
Music: AUGUSTINE: Marty Haugen, © 2003, GIA Publications, Inc.

GREETING OF PEACE
The peace of the risen Christ be with you all.
And also with you.



GATHERING OF GIFTS
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Text: Susan Briehl, © 2004, Augsburg Fortress, Publishers
Music: Marty Haugen, © 2004, GIA Publications, Inc.

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

We bless you, O God, gracious and merciful; you bring forth food from the earth and nourish your
whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger that all may know your care. Prepare
us now to receive your mercy: Jesus Christ, the bread of life. Amen.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

LENTEN PREFACE

Itis indeed right and good everywhere and always to give you thanks and praise, Holy God, mighty
and immortal, through your Son, Jesus Christ.

Who calls us to return to you and live, for you are gracious and merciful, slow to anger, full of love,
and faithful to your promises.

And so with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:
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Music: Marty Haugen, © 2004, GIA Publications, Inc.

Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God.

The universe declares your praise: beyond the stars, beneath the sea, within each cell with every
breath.

All

[a)
¥ J N | — |
Y . E 1Y | | |
D - > - - > -
D) [
We praise you, O  God.



Generations bless your faithfulness: through the waters, across the wilderness, by night and day,
out of exile, into the future.
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We give you thanks for your Son: at the heart of human life, near to those who suffer, beside the
sinner, among the poor, with us now.
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COMMUNION

On the night he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end, we proclaim the mystery of
faith:

A All ‘
—r \[ I — \[
o < o & o=

S o

Christ has died.

[a) | \ . \ .

— ] ————

Loy e e . L e

) r

Christ is ris-en. Christ  will come a - gain.



We pray for the gift of your Spirit: in our gathering, upon this bread, within this cup, among your

people, throughout the world.

Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, Holy God, for your mercy, through Christ Jesus, by your Spirit,

in your Church, without end.
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Gathered around the table by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our sins, as we forgive
those who sin against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

The gifts of God for the people of God.

Thanks be to God.
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The congregation may be seated.
DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT

All without exception, are welcome at the table of God’s grace and love. Please fill out a
communion card and hand to an usher or place in the box at back of sanctuary. Tonight we receive
the sacrament at the altar rail. Please come forward at the direction of the ushers. Gluten-free
wafers and grape juice are available at the center aisle. Return to your seats by the side aisle. If
you are unable to come forward for communion, please let an usher know and communion can be
brought to you.

BLESSING
May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace, in the
name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.

SENDING PRAYER

Let us pray.

Creator of the stars of night, we give you thanks for this gift of life. Increase our faith and open
our eyes that we might recognize Jesus in all whom you call us to love and serve. Abide with us as
darkness deepens and be our hope and highest joy, until at last with all your saints we dwell in
your unfailing Light. Amen.



SENDING HYMN
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Now Lord, you let your ser-vant go in  peace.

BLESSING

Holy God, Blessed Trinity, strengthen your faith, increase your hope, deepen your love, and give
you peace this night and always. Amen.

SENDING
Go in peace. Rest in God. Rise to serve.
Thanks be to God.

2004 by Augsburg Fortress, Publishers, unless otherwise noted.
Music © 2004 by GIA Publications, Inc., unless otherwise noted.

By Your Hand You Feed Your People: words© 2000 by GIA Publications, Inc.
Kyrie: music© 200 | by GIA Publications,

Watch, 0 Lord: words and music© 2003 by GIA Publications, Inc.

Let Evening Fall: words and music© 2002 by GIA Publications, Inc.

GIA Publications, Inc.
7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638

www.giamusic.com




ACOLYTE
Camryn Friz

ALTAR ASSISTANT
Jason Friz

ALTAR GUILD
Mary Kay Heimbach

ASSISTING MINISTER
Jason Friz

LECTOR
Becky Scheiry

MEDIA
Shannon Omlor

MESSAGE
Scott Scheiry

MUSICIANS
Atsuko Hanson
Madison Robb

SOUND
Brianna Rohrbach

USHERS
Sandy & Terry Wade

VIDEO
Abbe Grofe



PURPOSE STATEMENT

We believe God’s purpose for the people of St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is to
develop joy-filled children of God who love the Lord and share God’s Word.

We do this by:

® Maintaining a trusting and welcoming environment.

=  Praying daily.
= Reading scripture regularly.

=  Sharing our faith through action-based service.

= Encouraging holy conversations.
= Feeding our faith with music.

With a focus on:

= Activities that build relationships.
=  Worship that is relevant.

= Meeting the needs of the vulnerable in our community.

Pastor Bob Machamer

Bethany Calderwood, Director of Preschool Ministry
Kay Christman, Finance Team

Sue Grofe, Finance Team

Donnie Heimbach, Property

Bonnie Moatz, Finance Team

Shannon Omlor, Communications Coordinator
Linda Rohrbach, Treasurer

bmachamer@stjohnsboyertown.org
bcalderwood@stjohnsboyertown.org
financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org
financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org

financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org
somlor@stjohnsboyertown.org
treasurer@stjohnsboyertown.org
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