
 

 

 

March 22, 2026 | 9:30 am 

FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As children of God and disciples of Christ seeking peace and 
justice in the world, we welcome, affirm, and include all people 
into the fullness of God’s love. We celebrate and lift up people 
of all races, cultures, ages, sexual orientations, gender 
identities, physical or mental abilities, economic statuses, 
political affiliation, appearances, family status, and citizenship 
as equally loved and valued in the eyes of God and in this place. 
All are invited to join this community as we worship God, grow 
in faith, and strive to love and serve one another. 

All, without exception, are welcome in this place. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Acolyte Abby Torres Media Jason Friz 

Altar Assistants Michele & Dave Eidle Musician Sam Kulp 

Altar Guild Melissa Eidle Prayer Martha Bentley 

Assisting Minister Amanda Ehst Sound Myles Omlor 

Lector Tom Engle Video Jason Eidle 

Ushers Sue & George Hill, Barbara Houp, Josee Ruckenbrod 

 

GATHERING TIMES 

Sunday | 9:30 am | Sanctuary 
Worship Celebration with Holy Communion 
Livestream on YouTube (St John’s ELC Boyertown) 

Thursday | 8:00 pm 
Service Broadcast on Comcast Channel 98 

GET CONNECTED 

Connect with God, each other and our 
community! Follow us on Facebook, 
YouTube and Instagram! 

  

WELCOME 
You are a blessing to us, and we’re glad you’re here today! 

NEW HERE? 
Please do not feel obligated to contribute an offering - you are our guest! Rather, please ask an usher for a 
Let’s Get Acquainted card and drop it in the offering plate. 

Restrooms are located on the same level as the sanctuary. Exit the back of the sanctuary, turn left into Parish 
House, turn left again at ramp and continue midway down hallway. Restrooms are on the right. 

Gluten-free communion wafers and grape juice are available at the center aisle. 

WHERE DO MY KIDS GO? 

Children are always welcome to worship. Sunday School is offered for children in kindergarten through 6th 
grade. Families are encouraged to begin worship together at 9:30 in the Sanctuary. Children are dismissed 
from worship and escorted to their classroom, located on the second floor of the Parish House. Children are 
released to parents at worship conclusion, approximately 10:30 am. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

The importance of prayer is affirmed throughout the Bible. As a church we are committed to pray - your 
needs are important to us. Prayer request cards can be obtained from an usher and may be filled out and 
dropped in the offering plate. 



 

 

Fifth Sunday in Lent 

In today’s gospel Jesus reveals his power over death by raising Lazarus 
from the dead. The prophet Ezekiel prophesies God breathing new life 
into dry bones. To those in exile or living in the shadows of death, these 
stories proclaim God’s promise of resurrection. In baptism we die with 
Christ that we might also be raised with him to new life. At the Easter Vigil 

we will welcome the newly baptized as we remember God’s unfailing promise in our baptism. 

 

PRELUDE 

VIDEO 

WELCOME 

The congregation may stand. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 

Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt and blots out all offenses. 

The congregation may kneel. 

Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you: Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word: Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

For failing to recognize your coming reign, and for hindering the work of the Spirit: Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition, and for disdaining the living water Christ 
offers: Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

 

 



 

 

For disregarding voices from the margin, and for distrusting signs of your healing and hope in the 
world: Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent, and for disregarding Christ’s call to come forth 
to life: Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound. Through faith, the free gift of God, you have 
been clothed in the righteousness of Christ. In the name of Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 
The Spirit of the One who raised Christ from the dead dwells in you, pours God’s love into your 
hearts, and gives you life and peace. Amen. 

GATHERING HYMN Lord Whose Love in Humble Service ELW 712 

The Lord is selfless. He provides comfort and carries the burdens of all people. God calls us to be witnesses as well and 
use our faith to help others in need. Although their burdens may not be ours, they are our siblings in Christ, and we 

promise to help all. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all. And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  
Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death. Breathe upon us 
the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in Christ and serve you in 
righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Change My Heart, O God 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The congregation may be seated. 

PSALM 130 (read responsively)                    

1 Out of the depths 
I cry to you, O LORD; 
2 O LORD, hear my voice! 
Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplication. 

3 If you were to keep watch over sins, 
O LORD, who could stand? 



 

 

4 Yet with you is forgiveness, 
in order that you may be feared.  

5 I wait for you, O LORD; my soul waits; 
in your word is my hope. 
6 My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch for the morning, 
more than those who keep watch for the morning. 

7 O Israel, wait for the LORD, for with the LORD there is steadfast love; 
with the LORD there is plenteous redemption. 
8 For the LORD shall redeem Israel 
from all their sins. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

READING                                                   Romans 8:6-11 

For Paul, Christian spirituality entails living in the reality of the Holy Spirit. The driving force behind our actions and 
values is not our sinful desire for self-satisfaction but the very Spirit by which God raised Jesus from the dead and will 

also raise us from the dead. 

6 To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7 For this 
reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed 
it cannot, 8 and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 9 But you are not in the flesh; you 
are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of 
Christ does not belong to him. 10 But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the 
Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11 If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells 
in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his 
Spirit that dwells in you. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

The congregation may stand. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

GOSPEL READING 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John. Glory to you, O Lord.                      John 11:1-45 

Jesus is moved to sorrow when his friend Lazarus falls ill and dies. Then, in a dramatic scene, he calls his friend out of 
the tomb and restores him to life. 

1 Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2 Mary 
was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother 
Lazarus was ill. 3 So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 4 But when 
Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the 
Son of God may be glorified through it.” 5 Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister 
and Lazarus, 6 after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where 
he was. 7 Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8 The disciples said to 
him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?” 9 Jesus 
answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not 
stumble, because they see the light of this world. 10 But those who walk at night stumble, because 
the light is not in them.” 11 After saying this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, 
but I am going there to awaken him.” 12 The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he 
will be all right.” 13 Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought that he 
was referring merely to sleep. 14 Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. 15 For your sake I 
am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 16 Thomas, who was called 
the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.” 17 When Jesus 
arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. 18 Now Bethany was near 
Jerusalem, some two miles away, 19 and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to 
console them about their brother. 20 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and 
met him, while Mary stayed at home. 21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my 
brother would not have died. 22 But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of 
him.” 23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24 Martha said to him, “I know that he will 
rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the 
life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 26 and everyone who lives and 
believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 27 She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that 
you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.” 28 When she had said this, 
she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling 
for you.” 29 And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet 
come to the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him. 31 The Jews who were 
with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her 
because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 32 When Mary came where 
Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my 



 

 

brother would not have died.” 33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her 
also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 34 He said, “Where have you 
laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35 Jesus began to weep. 36 So the Jews said, 
“See how he loved him!” 37 But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the 
blind man have kept this man from dying?” 38 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the 
tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. 39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, 
the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead 
four days.” 40 Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of 
God?” 41 So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for 
having heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd 
standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.” 43 When he had said this, he cried with 
a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips 
of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 45 Many 
of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, believed in him. 

The gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

The congregation may be seated. 

SERMON  Pastor Bob Machamer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The congregation may stand. 

HYMN OF THE DAY Baptized in Water ELW 456 

This hymn discusses many different meanings water has in our Christian faith. When fully immersed, it cleanses us of 
our sins. When we rise from the water, we are made new and forgiven. This is one of the many ways we proclaim our 

faith to the Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The congregation may be seated. 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM 

PRESENTATION 

Scottie Brianne Sheaffer 

God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through the sacrament 
of baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us from sin and death and raises us to new life 
in Jesus Christ. We are united with all the baptized in the one body of Christ, anointed with the 
gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in God's mission for the life of the world. 

Parents respond: 
We present Scottie Brianne for baptism. 



 

 

Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to have your child 
baptized into Christ? 

Parents respond: 
We do. 

As you bring your child to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with responsibilities: 
to live with her among God's faithful people, 
bring her to the word of God and the holy supper, 
teach her the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments, 
place in her hands the holy scriptures, 
and nurture her in faith and prayer, so that she may learn to trust God, 
proclaim Christ through word and deed, 
care for others and the world God made, 
and work for justice and peace. 

Do you promise to help your child grow in the Christian faith and life? 
We do. 

Sponsors, do you promise to nurture this child in the Christian faith as you are empowered by 
God's Spirit, and to help her live in the covenant of baptism and in communion with the church? 
We do. 

People of God, do you promise to support Scottie and pray for her in her new life in Christ? 
We do. 

The congregation may stand. 

PROFESSION OF FAITH 

I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church. 

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 
I renounce them. 

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 
I renounce them. 

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 
I renounce them. 

Do you believe in God the Father? 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 



 

 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
           and the life everlasting. 

THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and by your 
Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. Through the waters of 
the flood you delivered Noah and his family, and through the sea you led your people Israel from 
slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 
By the baptism of Jesus' death and resurrection you set us free from the power of sin and death 
and raise us up to live in you. 

Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who are washed in the waters 
of baptism may be given new life. To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

 

 



 

 

The congregation may be seated. 

BAPTISM 

Scottie Brianne, I baptize you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 

Blessed be God, the source of all life, the word of salvation, the spirit of mercy. 

Let us pray. 

We give thanks, O God that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your children new birth, 
cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life. 

Sustain Scottie with the gift of your Holy Spirit; the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit 
of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your 
presence, both now and forever.  Amen. 

Scottie Brianne Sheaffer, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with 
the cross of Christ forever.  Amen. 

WELCOME 

Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and glorify your Father 
in heaven. 

Let us welcome the newly baptized. 

We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share:  join us in giving thanks 
and praise to God and bearing God's creative and redeeming word to all the world. 

PRAYER PETITION 

 Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying ELW 752 
Sung through twice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The congregation may kneel. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

During this time of prayer, you are encouraged to meditate fully 
on the prayers offered by the reader. 

Prayer response: 

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

The congregation may be seated. 

OFFERING MUSIC 

The congregation may stand. 

OFFERING PRAYER 

O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces all creation. You send rain and 
sunshine to nourish the earth and bring forth its bounty. Through these gifts of bread and wine, 
draw us into the death and life of your Son, who calls us to bear witness to his saving work. We 
ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

COMMUNION MUSIC  The Table Chris Tomlin 
I will feast at the table of the Lord. 
I will feast at the table of the Lord. 

I won’t hunger anymore at His table. 

Come all you weary, come and find 
His yoke is easy, His burden light. 

He is able; He will restore at the table of the Lord. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
On the night of his betrayal 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 



 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who sin against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come to the table. Feast on God’s goodness and mercy. 

The congregation may be seated. 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT 
All without exception, are welcome at the table of God’s grace and love. Please fill out a 
communion card and hand to an usher or place in the box at back of sanctuary. Today we receive 
the sacrament at the altar rail. Please come forward at the direction of the ushers. Gluten-free 
wafers and grape juice are available at the center aisle. Return to your seats by the side aisle. If 
you are unable to come forward for communion, please let an usher know and communion will be 
brought to you. 

The congregation may stand. 

BLESSING 

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace, in the 
name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
God of our salvation, we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls, reconciles us to 
you, and strengthens us for the journey. Through the body and blood of your Son, may we become 
Christ’s body in the world, bearing witness to your love for all creation, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. Amen. 

BENEDICTION 
Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: God, who calls all things into existence, Jesus Christ, who 
redeems us, and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation, bless you now and always. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

SENDING HYMN Precious Lord, Take My Hand ELW 773 

We always have the Lord’s hand to rely on. “Through the storm, through the night,” he leads us through the 
challenges of life. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Serve in love. Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23029. 
Hymns and service music reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709485. 



 

 

 
GUESTS are always welcome to the Table! 

 
MEMBERS (two types) 
Voting & Non-voting 

 
KEEPING MEMBERSHIP SIMPLE 

 
1. The only way you can ever be removed from the membership roll at St. John’s, 

or any ELCA congregation: 

• You request a transfer 

• You ask to be removed 

• You depart this life 

 
2. Voting members must make a record of having: 

• Filled out a communion card and received the Lord’s Supper ONE time per year 

• Contributed ONE time per year, making sure your name is included 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S 
 

SUNDAY, MARCH 22 – Fifth Sunday in Lent 

9:30 AM Worship Celebration Sanctuary 

11:00 AM Ministry Action Group Meeting Lower Level 

MONDAY, MARCH 23 

10:00 AM Yoga Class Room 205 

6:30 PM Girl Scouts Fellowship Hall 

6:30 PM Jr. Optimist Club Conference Room 

7:30 PM Optimist Club of Boyertown Conference Room 

TUESDAY, MARCH 24 

1:00 PM Joyful Sisters of Service Conference Room 

6:30 PM Building a Better Boyertown Lower Level 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 25 

9:30 AM Preschool Chapel Time Recreation Room 

7:00 PM Unfailing Light Midweek Lent Worship Sanctuary 

7:45 PM Congregation Council Conference Room 

THURSDAY, MARCH 26 

10:00 AM Chestnut Knoll Service w/ Holy Communion Chestnut Knoll 

7:00 PM Handbell Choir Handbell Room 

8:00 PM Worship Broadcast Comcast Ch 98 

FRIDAY, MARCH 27 

7:00 AM Men’s Small Group Bible Study Telephone Conference 

10:00 AM Move & Groove Class Room 205 

SATURDAY, MARCH 28 

4:30 PM Come to the Table Fellowship Hall/Parking Lot 

SUNDAY, MARCH 29 – Palm/Passion Sunday 

9:30 AM Worship Celebration Sanctuary 

9:30 AM Sunday School Parish House, 2nd floor 

10:45 AM First Communion Training Sanctuary 
 

 
 
 
 

Scan the QR Code with your phone’s camera 
to connect to our website and view more of 

what’s happening at St. John’s! 



 

 

 

PURPOSE STATEMENT 
 

We believe God’s purpose for the people of St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is to 
develop joy-filled children of God who love the Lord and share God’s Word. 

We do this by: 

▪ Maintaining a trusting and welcoming environment. 
▪ Praying daily. 
▪ Reading scripture regularly. 
▪ Sharing our faith through action-based service. 
▪ Encouraging holy conversations. 
▪ Feeding our faith with music. 

With a focus on: 

▪ Activities that build relationships. 
▪ Worship that is relevant. 
▪ Meeting the needs of the vulnerable in our community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Bob Machamer 
Pastor Bob Machamer 

bmachamer@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Bethany Calderwood, Director of Preschool Ministry bcalderwood@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Kay Christman, Finance Team financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Sue Grofe, Finance Team financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Donnie Heimbach, Property  

Bonnie Moatz, Finance Team financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Shannon Omlor, Communications Coordinator somlor@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Linda Rohrbach, Treasurer treasurer@stjohnsboyertown.org 

45 N. Reading Avenue | Boyertown, PA 19512 
610.369.1024 | fax 610.369.1463 

stjohnsboyertown.org 
Office Hours | Monday-Thursday 8:30am - 3:30pm | Friday 8:30am - 12:00pm 


