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As children of God and disciples of Christ seeking peace and
justice in the world, we welcome, affirm, and include all people
into the fullness of God’s love. We celebrate and lift up people
of all races, cultures, ages, sexual orientations, gender
identities, physical or mental abilities, economic statuses,
political affiliation, appearances, family status, and citizenship
as equally loved and valued in the eyes of God and in this place.
All are invited to join this community as we worship God, grow
in faith, and strive to love and serve one another.

All, without exception, are welcome in this place.
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WELCOME

You are a blessing to us, and we’re glad you’re here this evening!

NEW HERE?

Please do not feel obligated to contribute an offering - you are our guest! Rather, please ask an usher for a
Let’s Get Acquainted card and drop it in the offering plate.

Restrooms are located on the same level as the sanctuary. Exit the back of the sanctuary, turn left into Parish

House, turn left again at ramp and continue midway down hallway. Restrooms are on the right.

Gluten-free communion wafers and grape juice are available at the center aisle.

PRAYER REQUESTS

The importance of prayer is affirmed throughout the Bible. As a church we are committed to pray - your
needs are important to us. Prayer request cards can be obtained from an usher and may be filled out and

dropped in the offering plate.

GATHERING TIMES

Sunday | 9:30 am | Sanctuary
Worship Celebration with Holy Communion

Livestream on YouTube (St John’s ELC Boyertown)

Thursday | 8:00 pm
Service Broadcast on Comcast Channel 98

SERVING IN WORSHIP

Acolyte Tatum Friz

Altar Assistants Joe Blake, Amanda Ehst
Altar Guild Mary Kay Heimbach, Sue Hill

Assisting Minister ~ Amanda Ehst
Lector Amy Moyer
Media Shannon Omlor

Ushers Sue & George Hill

GET CONNECTED

Connect with God, each other and our
community! Follow us on Facebook,
YouTube and Instagram!
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Musicians

Prayers
Sound

Video

Dana Gerhart, bass clarinet
Chris Mervine, organ
Madison Robb, vocals

Ros Moatz

Melissa Eidle

Scott Scheiry



Maundy Thursday

This evening our Lenten observance comes to an end, and we gather
with Christians around the world to celebrate the Three Days of Jesus’
death and resurrection. Tonight we remember Christ’s last meal with
his disciples, but the central focus is his commandment that we live out
the promise embodied in this meal. As Jesus washed his disciples’ feet,
so we are called to give and receive love in humble service to one
another. Formed into a new body in Christ through this holy meal, we
are transformed by the mercy we have received and carry it into the
world. Departing worship in solemn silence, we anticipate the coming days.

PRELUDE
WELCOME
The congregation may stand.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Friends in Christ, in this Lenten season we have heard our Lord's call to struggle against sin, death,
and the devil— all that keeps us from loving God and each other. This is the struggle to which we
were called at baptism.

Within the community of the church, God never wearies of forgiving sin and giving the peace of
reconciliation. On this night let us confess our sin against God and our neighbor, and enter the
celebration of the great Three Days reconciled with God and with one another.

The congregation may kneel.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy
name. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together
with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your
hearts through faith. Amen.



The congregation may stand.

GATHERING HYMN Let Us Break Bread Together ELW 471
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I Let us break bread to - geth-er on our knees;
2 Let us drink wine to - geth-er on our knees;

3 Let us praise God to - geth-er on our knees;
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let us break bread to - geth-er on our knees.

let us drink wine to - geth-er on our knees.

let us praise God to - geth-er on our knees.
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sun, 0] Lord, have mer-cy on me.

Text: African American spiritual
Music: BREAK BREAD TOGETHER, African American spiritual

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all. And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Holy God, source of all love, on the night of his betrayal, Jesus gave us a new commandment,
to love one another as he loves us. Write this commandment in our hearts, and give us the will
to serve others as he was the servant of all, your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.



The congregation may be seated.
FIRST READING Exodus 12:1-4 [5-10] 11-14

Israel remembered its deliverance from slavery in Egypt by celebrating the festival of Passover. This festival featured
the Passover lamb, whose blood was used as a sign to protect God’s people from the threat of death. The early church
described the Lord’s supper using imagery from the Passover, especially in portraying Jesus as the lamb who delivers
God’s people from sin and death.

The LorD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: 2This month shall mark for you the
beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. 3Tell the whole congregation
of Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take a lamb for each family, a lamb for each
household. *If a household is too small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbor in
obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in proportion to the number of people who eat of it.

[*Your lamb shall be without blemish, a year-old male; you may take it from the sheep or from the
goats. ®You shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month; then the whole assembled
congregation of Israel shall slaughter it at twilight. “They shall take some of the blood and put it
on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. 8They shall eat the lamb
that same night; they shall eat it roasted over the fire with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. °Do
not eat any of it raw or boiled in water, but roasted over the fire, with its head, legs, and inner
organs. °You shall let none of it remain until the morning; anything that remains until the morning
you shall burn. ]

UThis is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your
hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the passover of the LoRD. *2For | will pass through the land
of Egypt that night, and | will strike down every firstborn in the land of Egypt, both human beings
and animals; on all the gods of Egypt | will execute judgments: | am the LORD. *The blood shall be
a sign for you on the houses where you live: when | see the blood, | will pass over you, and no
plague shall destroy you when | strike the land of Egypt. *This day shall be a day of remembrance
for you. You shall celebrate it as a festival to the LORD; throughout your generations you shall
observe it as a perpetual ordinance.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 11:23-26

In the bread and cup of the Lord’s supper, we experience intimate fellowship with Christ and with one another because
it involves his body given for us and the new covenant in his blood. Faithful participation in this meal is a living

proclamation of Christ’s death until he comes in the future.

BFor | received from the Lord what | also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when
he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, #and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This



is my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” In the same way he took the cup also,
after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of me.” 2°For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the
Lord’s death until he comes.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

The congregation may stand.
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you are my dis-ci-ples: if you have love one for an - oth - er.
Text: John 13:34-35
Music: NEW COMMANDMENT, anonymous
GOSPEL READING
The Holy Gospel according to St. John. Glory to you, O Lord. John 13:1-17, 31b-35

The story of the last supper in John’s gospel recalls a remarkable event not mentioned elsewhere: Jesus performs the
duty of a slave, washing the feet of his disciples and urging them to do the same for one other.

INow before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from this
world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the



end. *The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And
during supper 3Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had
come from God and was going to God, *got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a
towel around himself. °Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet
and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him. ®He came to Simon Peter, who said to
him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” “Jesus answered, “You do not know now what | am
doing, but later you will understand.” ®Peter said to him, “You will never wash my feet.” Jesus
answered, “Unless | wash you, you have no share with me.” 9Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not
my feet only but also my hands and my head!” ¥Jesus said to him, “One who has bathed does not
need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of
you.” 'For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason he said, “Not all of you are clean.”
2after he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he said to
them, “Do you know what | have done to you? *You call me Teacher and Lord—and you are right,
for that is what | am. ¥So if |, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to
wash one another’s feet. °For | have set you an example, that you also should do as | have done
to you. ®*Very truly, | tell you, servants are not greater than their master, nor are messengers
greater than the one who sent them. YIf you know these things, you are blessed if you do them.”

31b“Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. 3If God has been
glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. *Little children, |
am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as | said to the Jews so now | say to you,
‘Where | am going, you cannot come.’ 3| give you a new commandment, that you love one
another. Just as | have loved you, you also should love one another. **By this everyone will know
that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”

The gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
The congregation may be seated.

SERMON Pastor Bob Machamer



The congregation may stand.

HYMN OF THE DAY

Lord, Who the Night You Were Betrayed
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Text: William H. Turton, 1856-1938, alt.
Music: SONG 1, Orlando Gibbons, 15831625

NICENE CREED

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

ELW 463



We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The congregation may kneel.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

On this night when Jesus gave us a new commandment to love one another, let us bring our
prayers before the One whose love knows no bounds.

Gracious host, you knelt to wash your disciples’ feet. Cleanse us from pride and self-centeredness,
and teach us to love one another as you have loved us. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.



Creator God, the earth is yours and everything in it. Awaken us to care for all you have made and
conserve the rich diversity of your good creation. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of the nations, guide the world’s leaders in the ways of justice and peace. Where they wield
power unjustly, confront them. Where they are indifferent to suffering, awaken their conscience.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Compassionate One, embrace all who are lonely or in captivity, comfort the grieving, and relieve
those in pain. Draw near to all who suffer. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Blessed redeemer, we give you thanks for this community of faith, and for all who gather around
your table of grace. Unite us in love for you and for one another. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is
great.

Eternal God, we praise you for the great cloud of witnesses who now rest from their labors. At
the last, gather us with them at your heavenly banquet. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

We entrust these prayers to you, O God, confident that you will strengthen us by your Spirit to
love one another as Christ has loved us. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

The congregation may be seated.
OFFERING PRAYER

O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces all creation. You send rain and
sunshine to nourish the earth and bring forth its bounty. Through these gifts of bread and wine,
draw us into the death and life of your Son, who calls us to bear witness to his saving work. We
ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

The congregation may stand.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; whose suffering and
death gave salvation to all. You gather your people around the tree of the cross, transforming
death into life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of



heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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On the night of his betrayal

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our sins, as we forgive
those who sin against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the table. Feast on God’s goodness and mercy.



The congregation may be seated.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT

All without exception, are welcome at the table of God’s grace and love. Please fill out a
communion card and hand to an usher or place in the box at back of sanctuary. This evening we
receive the sacrament at the altar rail. Please come forward at the direction of the ushers. Gluten-
free wafers and grape juice are available at the center aisle. Return to your seats by the side aisle.
If you are unable to come forward for communion, please let an usher know and communion can
be brought to you.

Joshua Eidle will receive the sacrament of Holy Communion
this evening for the first time.

AGNUS DEI

Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin  of the

world; have mer-cy on us, have mer-cy on us.
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world; grant  us peace, grant  us peace.

Music: Marty Haugen, © 2004, GIA Publications, Inc.

The congregation may stand.
BLESSING

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace, in the
name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Lord Jesus, in a wonderful sacrament you strengthen us with the saving power of your suffering,
death, and resurrection. May this sacrament of your body and blood so work in us that the fruits



of your redemption will show forth in the way we live, for you live and reign with the Father and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

The congregation may be seated.

STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR

Our final act of worship on Maundy Thursday is to strip the altar. This act reminds us of how Jesus
was stripped before his crucifixion. The barrenness of the altar reminds us of Good Friday. During
the stripping of the altar, consider the words of Psalm 22.

If you would like to assist in removing items from the altar, come forward at the center aisle.
An usher will direct you to an altar guild member to receive an item.
Slowly carry it, exiting through the doors by the organ, to the sacristy.
Return to the sanctuary through the doors by the piano.

There is no benediction, for this service does not end tonight, but continues through the Feast of
the Resurrection. Please depart in silence.

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23029.
Hymns and service music reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709485.



GUESTS are always welcome to the Table!

MEMBERS (two types)
Voting & Non-voting

KEEPING MEMBERSHIP SIMPLE

1. The only way you can ever be removed from the membership roll at St. John's,
or any ELCA congregation:
®  You request a transfer

e  You ask to be removed
e  You depart this life

2. Voting members must make a record of having:
e  Filled out a communion card and received the Lord’s Supper ONE time per year

e  Contributed ONE time per year, making sure your name is included
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THE STORY OF EASTER

PALM SUNDAY MARCH 29
MAUNDY THURSDAY o
GOOD FRIDAY il

EASTER i



PURPOSE STATEMENT

We believe God’s purpose for the people of St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is to
develop joy-filled children of God who love the Lord and share God’s Word.

We do this by:

=  Maintaining a trusting and welcoming environment.

= Praying daily.
= Reading scripture regularly.

= Sharing our faith through action-based service.

= Encouraging holy conversations.
=  Feeding our faith with music.

With a focus on:

= Activities that build relationships.
=  Worship that is relevant.

=  Meeting the needs of the vulnerable in our community.

Pastor Bob Machamer

Bethany Calderwood, Director of Preschool Ministry
Kay Christman, Finance Team

Sue Grofe, Finance Team

Donnie Heimbach, Property

Bonnie Moatz, Finance Team

Shannon Omlor, Communications Coordinator
Linda Rohrbach, Treasurer

bmachamer@stjohnsboyertown.org
bcalderwood@stjohnsboyertown.org
financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org
financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org

financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org
somlor@stjohnsboyertown.org
treasurer@stjohnsboyertown.org
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