
 

 

 

April 12, 2026 | 9:30 am 

SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As children of God and disciples of Christ seeking peace and 
justice in the world, we welcome, affirm, and include all people 
into the fullness of God’s love. We celebrate and lift up people 
of all races, cultures, ages, sexual orientations, gender 
identities, physical or mental abilities, economic statuses, 
political affiliation, appearances, family status, and citizenship 
as equally loved and valued in the eyes of God and in this place. 
All are invited to join this community as we worship God, grow 
in faith, and strive to love and serve one another. 

All, without exception, are welcome in this place. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Acolyte Camryn Friz Media Justin Jones 

Altar Assistants Jen & Jason Friz Musician Sam Kulp 

Altar Guild Bonnie Moatz Prayer Susan & Andy Varzally 

Assisting Minister Amy Moyer Sound Ashley Gheer 

Lector Dave Long Video Camryn Friz 

Ushers Jerry Krause, Darrin Moyer, Kevin Moyer, Ed Schaeffer 

 

GATHERING TIMES 

Sunday | 9:30 am | Sanctuary 
Worship Celebration with Holy Communion 
Livestream on YouTube (St John’s ELC Boyertown) 

Thursday | 8:00 pm 
Service Broadcast on Comcast Channel 98 

GET CONNECTED 

Connect with God, each other and our 
community! Follow us on Facebook, 
YouTube and Instagram! 

  

WELCOME 
You are a blessing to us, and we’re glad you’re here today! 

NEW HERE? 
Please do not feel obligated to contribute an offering - you are our guest! Rather, please ask an usher for a 
Let’s Get Acquainted card and drop it in the offering plate. 

Restrooms are located on the same level as the sanctuary. Exit the back of the sanctuary, turn left into Parish 
House, turn left again at ramp and continue midway down hallway. Restrooms are on the right. 

Gluten-free communion wafers and grape juice are available at the center aisle. 

WHERE DO MY KIDS GO? 

Children are always welcome to worship. Sunday School is offered for children in kindergarten through 6th 
grade. Families are encouraged to begin worship together at 9:30 in the Sanctuary. Children are dismissed 
from worship and escorted to their classroom, located on the second floor of the Parish House. Children are 
released to parents at worship conclusion, approximately 10:30 am. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

The importance of prayer is affirmed throughout the Bible. As a church we are committed to pray - your 
needs are important to us. Prayer request cards can be obtained from an usher and may be filled out and 
dropped in the offering plate. 



 

 

Second Sunday of Easter 

In today’s gospel the risen Christ appears to the disciples and offers 
them the gift of peace. Even amid doubts and questions, we experience 
the resurrection in our Sunday gathering around word and meal, and in 
our everyday lives. Throughout the coming Sundays of Easter the first 
two readings will be from the Acts of the Apostles and the first letter of 
Peter. Even as the early Christians proclaimed the resurrection, we 

rejoice in the new birth and living hope we receive in baptism. 

 

PRELUDE 

VIDEO 

WELCOME 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

The congregation may stand. 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb! Amen. 

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 

Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. You lead us beside still 
waters. We thank you for the waters of creation: morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. We 
thank you for the waters that nourish us. Blessed are you. You guide us to springs of the water 
of life.  

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our journeys. We give you thanks 
for your life-giving death and resurrection. We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. Blessed 
are you. You guide us to springs of the water of life. 

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break down barriers that divide 
us. Fill us with the breath of peace. Blessed are you. You guide us to springs of the water of life. 

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us a new creation. We 
join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, now and forever. Amen. 

 

 



 

 

GATHERING HYMN Now the Green Blade Rises ELW 379 

This hymn is written over a French carol titled “Noel Nouvelet” and describes a grain growing from the ground into a 
sprout. Jesus’ resurrection can be comparable to a grain rising from the ground and flourishing into a young plant. The 
imagery of a green blade finally able to bloom after a dark and cold winter and Jesus’ resurrection on Easter morning 

remind us of God’s resilience and promise to love. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all. And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  
Almighty and eternal God, the strength of those who believe and the hope of those who doubt, 
may we, who have not seen, have faith in you and receive the fullness of Christ’s blessing, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 



 

 

Change My Heart, O God 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children are dismissed to Sunday School. 

The congregation may be seated. 

FIRST READING                    Acts 2:14a, 22-32 

After the Holy Spirit comes to the apostles on Pentecost, Peter preaches the gospel to the gathered crowd. He tells 
them that Jesus, who obediently went to his death according to God’s plan, was raised from the dead by God. Finally, 
he appeals to scripture, quoting Psalm 16:8-11, to show that Jesus is the Messiah: though crucified, the risen Jesus is 

now enthroned. 

14a Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the crowd], 22 “You that are 
Israelites, listen to what I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with deeds 
of power, wonders, and signs that God did through him among you, as you yourselves know—
23 this man, handed over to you according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you 
crucified and killed by the hands of those outside the law. 24 But God raised him up, having freed 
him from death, because it was impossible for him to be held in its power. 25 For David says 
concerning him, ‘I saw the Lord always before me, for he is at my right hand so that I will not be 
shaken; 26 therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; moreover my flesh will live in 
hope. 27 For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, or let your Holy One experience corruption. 
28 You have made known to me the ways of life; you will make me full of gladness with your 
presence.’ 29 “Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that he both 
died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30 Since he was a prophet, he knew that 



 

 

God had sworn with an oath to him that he would put one of his descendants on his 
throne. 31 Foreseeing this, David spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, saying, ‘He was not 
abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh experience corruption.’ 32 This Jesus God raised up, and of 
that all of us are witnesses.” 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

SECOND READING                           1 Peter 1:3-9 

This epistle was written to encourage Christians experiencing hardships and suffering because of their faith in Christ. 
The letter opens by blessing God for the living hope we have through Christ’s resurrection even amid difficult 

circumstances and surroundings. 

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given us a new 
birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 and into an 
inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5 who are being 
protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last 
time. 6 In this you rejoice, even if now for a little while you have had to suffer various trials, 7 so 
that the genuineness of your faith—being more precious than gold that, though perishable, is 
tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor when Jesus Christ is 
revealed. 8 Although you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him 
now, you believe in him and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, 9 for you are receiving 
the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

The congregation may stand. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Alleluia, alleluia, 
Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia! 

GOSPEL READING           John 20:19-31 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John. Glory to you, O Lord. 

The risen Jesus appears to his disciples, offering them a benediction, a commission, and the gift of the Holy Spirit. But 
one of their number is missing, and his unbelief prompts another visit from the Lord. 

19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where 
the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and 
said, “Peace be with you.” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the 



 

 

disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the 
Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22 When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to 
them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain 
the sins of any, they are retained.” 24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, 
was not with them when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” 
But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark 
of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 26 A week later his disciples were again in 
the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood 
among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and 
see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28 Thomas 
answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have 
seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 30 Now Jesus did 
many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. 31 But these 
are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that 
through believing you may have life in his name. 

The gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

The congregation may be seated. 

SERMON  Pastor Bob Machamer 

 

  



 

 

The congregation may stand. 

HYMN OF THE DAY                  O Sons and Daughters, Let Us Sing ELW 386 

 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 



 

 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
           and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYER PETITION 

 Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying ELW 752 
Sung through twice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The congregation may kneel. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

During this time of prayer, you are encouraged to meditate fully 
on the prayers offered by the reader. 

Prayer response: 

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

 



 

 

The congregation may be seated. 

OFFERING MUSIC 

The congregation may stand. 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You have set a table before 
us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst no more. Nourish us with the body 
and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may follow us and bless the world you love. In the 
name of Jesus, Amen. 

The congregation may stand. 

COMMUNION MUSIC  The Table Chris Tomlin 
I will feast at the table of the Lord. 
I will feast at the table of the Lord. 

I won’t hunger anymore at His table. 

Come all you weary, come and find 
His yoke is easy, His burden light. 

He is able; He will restore at the table of the Lord. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
On the night of his betrayal 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who sin against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 



 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord. 

The congregation may be seated. 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT 
All without exception, are welcome at the table of God’s grace and love. Please fill out a 
communion card and hand to an usher or place in the box at back of sanctuary. Today we receive 
the sacrament at the altar rail. Please come forward at the direction of the ushers. Gluten-free 
wafers and grape juice are available at the center aisle. Return to your seats by the side aisle. If 
you are unable to come forward for communion, please let an usher know and communion can be 
brought to you. 

The congregation may stand. 

BLESSING 
May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace, in the 
name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are making all things new. 
Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies, and to bring your healing to 
the nations. In the name of Jesus, Amen. 

BENEDICTION 
God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead, and the 
Spirit, our advocate and peace, bless you now and forever. Amen. 

 



 

 

SENDING HYMN Alleluia, Jesus Is Risen ELW 377 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia! Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

POSTLUDE 

 From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23029. 
Hymns and service music reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709485. 



 

 

THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S 
 

SUNDAY, APRIL 12 – Second Sunday of Easter 

9:30 AM Worship Celebration Sanctuary 

9:30 AM Sunday School Parish House, 2nd floor 

10:45 AM Coffee & Conversation  Lower Level 

11:00 AM Caring & Correspondence  Fellowship Hall 

11:00 AM Loving Jesus Small Group Conference Room 

MONDAY, APRIL 13 

10:00 AM Yoga Class Room 205 

5:00 PM Newsletter Submission  

6:30 PM Toxic Charity Small Group Conference Room 

6:30 PM Girl Scouts Fellowship Hall 

6:30 PM Junior Optimist Club  Lower Level 

7:30 PM Optimist Club of Boyertown Lower Level 

TUESDAY, APRIL 14 

6:30 PM The Chosen Season 3 Small Group Conference Room 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 15 

 Preschool Chapel Time  Youth Room  

9:30 AM Pottstown Soup Kitchen Pottstown Salvation Army 

THURSDAY, APRIL 16 

9:30 AM Community Leaders Conference Room 

10:00 AM Chestnut Knoll Service Chestnut Knoll 

10:00 AM Operation 143 Delivery Parking Lot 

7:30 PM Potato Project Pickup  Parking Lot 

8:00 PM Worship Broadcast Comcast Ch 98 

FRIDAY, APRIL 17 

7:00 AM Men’s Small Group Bible Study Telephone Conference 

10:00 AM Move & Groove Class Room 205 

6:00 PM Potato Project Set Up Parking Lot 

SATURDAY, APRIL 18 

10:00 AM Potato Project Seed Cutting Parking Lot 

4:30 PM Come to the Table Fellowship Hall/Parking Lot 

   



 

 

SUNDAY, APRIL 19 – Third Sunday of Easter 

9:30 AM Worship Celebration Sanctuary 

9:30 AM Sunday School Parish House, 2nd floor 

11:00 AM Loving Jesus Small Group Conference Room 

6:30 PM Girl Scout Service Unit Leaders  Lower Level 
 
 

 

 
 

GUESTS are always welcome to the Table! 
 

MEMBERS (two types) 
Voting & Non-voting 

 
KEEPING MEMBERSHIP SIMPLE 

 
1. The only way you can ever be removed from the membership roll at St. John’s, 

or any ELCA congregation: 

• You request a transfer 

• You ask to be removed 

• You depart this life 

 
2. Voting members must make a record of having: 

• Filled out a communion card and received the Lord’s Supper ONE time per year 

• Contributed ONE time per year, making sure your name is included 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

PURPOSE STATEMENT 
 

We believe God’s purpose for the people of St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is to 
develop joy-filled children of God who love the Lord and share God’s Word. 

We do this by: 

▪ Maintaining a trusting and welcoming environment. 
▪ Praying daily. 
▪ Reading scripture regularly. 
▪ Sharing our faith through action-based service. 
▪ Encouraging holy conversations. 
▪ Feeding our faith with music. 

With a focus on: 

▪ Activities that build relationships. 
▪ Worship that is relevant. 
▪ Meeting the needs of the vulnerable in our community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Bob Machamer 
Pastor Bob Machamer 

bmachamer@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Bethany Calderwood, Director of Preschool Ministry bcalderwood@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Kay Christman, Finance Team financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Sue Grofe, Finance Team financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Donnie Heimbach, Property  

Bonnie Moatz, Finance Team financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Shannon Omlor, Communications Coordinator somlor@stjohnsboyertown.org 

Linda Rohrbach, Treasurer treasurer@stjohnsboyertown.org 

45 N. Reading Avenue | Boyertown, PA 19512 
610.369.1024 | fax 610.369.1463 

stjohnsboyertown.org 
Office Hours | Monday-Thursday 8:30am - 3:30pm | Friday 8:30am - 12:00pm 


