May 10, 2026 | 9:30 am
SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

As children of God and disciples of Christ seeking peace and
justice in the world, we welcome, affirm, and include all people
into the fullness of God’s love. We celebrate and lift up people
of all races, cultures, ages, sexual orientations, gender
identities, physical or mental abilities, economic statuses,
political affiliation, appearances, family status, and citizenship
as equally loved and valued in the eyes of God and in this place.
All are invited to join this community as we worship God, grow
in faith, and strive to love and serve one another.

All, without exception, are welcome in this place.
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WELCOME

You are a blessing to us, and we’re glad you’re here today!

NEW HERE?

Please do not feel obligated to contribute an offering - you are our guest! Rather, please ask an usher for a
Let’s Get Acquainted card and drop it in the offering plate.

Restrooms are located on the same level as the sanctuary. Exit the back of the sanctuary, turn left into Parish
House, turn left again at ramp and continue midway down hallway. Restrooms are on the right.

Gluten-free communion wafers and grape juice are available at the center aisle.

WHERE DO MY KIDS GO?

Children are always welcome to worship. Sunday School is offered for children in kindergarten through 6
grade. Families are encouraged to begin worship together at 9:30 in the Sanctuary. Children are dismissed
from worship and escorted to their classroom, located on the second floor of the Parish House. Children are
released to parents at worship conclusion, approximately 10:30 am.

PRAYER REQUESTS

The importance of prayer is affirmed throughout the Bible. As a church we are committed to pray - your
needs are important to us. Prayer request cards can be obtained from an usher and may be filled out and
dropped in the offering plate.

GATHERING TIMES GET CONNECTED
Sunday | 9:30 am | Sanctuary Connect with God, each other and our
Worship Celebration with Holy Communion community! Follow us on Facebook,
Livestream on YouTube (St John’s ELC Boyertown) YouTube and Instagram!
Thursday | 8:00 pm
Service Broadcast on Comcast Channel 98 @ n @ u
SERVING IN WORSHIP
Acolyte Grant Hersperger Media Justin Jones
Altar Assistants Ashley Gheer, John Gheer Musicians Chris Mervine, Madison Robb
Altar Guild Mary Kay Heimbach, Amy Moyer Prayer Michele Eidle
Assisting Minister  Abbe Grofe Sound Ashley Gheer
Lector Terry Wade Video Camryn Friz
Ushers Becky & Barry Erb, Bunny & Ron Riffle

Flowers given in loving memory of family and friends
and all the best for all mothers on Mother’s Day from Terry Wadsworth.



Sixth Sunday of Easter

Jesus does not abandon his followers. Through the Holy Spirit, Jesus comes
to abide with his disciples of every generation. As Pentecost draws near, we
are reminded that the risen Christ dwells in us as the Spirit of truth. We
receive this Spirit in baptism and pray that in our gathering around the Lord’s
table the Spirit will transform us to be the body of the risen Christ in the
world.

PRELUDE

VIDEO

WELCOME

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

The congregation may stand.

Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb! Amen.
Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. You lead us beside still
waters. We thank you for the waters of creation: morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. We
thank you for the waters that nourish us. Blessed are you. You guide us to springs of the water
of life.

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our journeys. We give you thanks
for your life-giving death and resurrection. We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. Blessed
are you. You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break down barriers that divide
us. Fill us with the breath of peace. Blessed are you. You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us a new creation. We
join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, now and forever. Amen.



GATHERING HYMN Come, Thou Almighty King
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1 Come,thou al - might - y King, help us thy name to sing;
2 Come, thou in - car - nate Word, mer - ci- ful, might - y Lord;
3 Come, ho - ly Com - fort - er, thy sa-cred wit - ness bear
4 To thee, great One in Three, e - ter-nal prais - es be
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help us to praise; Fa - ther all - glo - ri-ous, oer all vic -
our prayer at - tend. Come and thy peo - ple bless, and give thy
in this glad hour! Thou who al - might - y art, rule now in
hence ev - er - more! Thy sov-’reign maj - es -ty may we in
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to - ri-ous, come and reign o - ver us, An-cient of Days.
word suc-cess, and let thy righ - teous-ness on us de - scend.
ev - ’ry heart, nev - er from us de - part, Spir - it of  pow’r.
glo -1ty see, and to e - ter - ni -ty love and a - dore.

Text: source unknown, ¢. 1757, alt.
Music: ITALIAN HYMN, Felice de Giardini, 1716-1796
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The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with

you all. And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.

Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all things in heaven and on earth. In your great
mercy receive the prayers of all your children, and give to all the world the Spirit of your truth
and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy

Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.



Change My Heart, O God

Refrain
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Change my heart, O God; make it ev-er true.
End
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Change my heart, O  God; may [ be like you.
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You are the pot - ter; I am the clay.
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Mold me and make  me; this is what I  pray.

Text: Eddie Espinosa, b, 1953
Music: CHANGE MY HEART, Eddie Espinosa
Text and music © 1982 Mercy/Vineyeard Publishing, admin, Music Services

Children are dismissed to Sunday School.
The congregation may be seated.
FIRST READING Acts 17:22-31

In Athens, Paul faces the challenge of proclaiming the gospel to Greeks who know nothing of either Jewish or Christian
tradition. He proclaims that the “unknown god” whom they worship is the true Lord of heaven and earth who will
judge the world with justice through Jesus, whom God has raised from the dead.

22 paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, | see how extremely spiritual you are
in every way. 2> For as | went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of your worship,
| found among them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.” What therefore you
worship as unknown, this | proclaim to you. ** The God who made the world and everything in it,
he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands, > nor is he
served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life
and breath and all things. ** From one ancestor he made all peoples to inhabit the whole earth,
and he allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the places where they would
live, *’ so that they would search for God and perhaps fumble about for him and find him—though
indeed he is not far from each one of us. * For ‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as
even some of your own poets have said, ‘For we, too, are his offspring.” *° “Since we are God’s
offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold or silver or stone, an image formed by
the art and imagination of mortals. *° While God has overlooked the times of human ignorance,



now he commands all people everywhere to repent, ** because he has fixed a day on which he
will have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this he has
given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.”

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
SECOND READING 1 Peter 3:13-22

The author of 1 Peter encourages Christians to remain faithful even in the face of defamation and persecution. In
baptism we are made clean to act in accordance with what is right.

¥ Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? ** But even if you do suffer for
doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated, ** but
in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who
demands from you an accounting for the hope that is in you, °yet do it with gentleness and
respect. Maintain a good conscience so that, when you are maligned, those who abuse you for
your good conduct in Christ may be put to shame. '’ For it is better to suffer for doing good, if
suffering should be God’s will, than to suffer for doing evil. *® For Christ also suffered for sins once
for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to death in the
flesh but made alive in the spirit, *?in which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits
in prison, *°who in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah,
during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight lives, were saved through water. ** And
baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an
appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 2> who has gone
into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to
him.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
The congregation may stand.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia,

Lord, to whom shall we go?

You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia!



GOSPEL READING John 14:15-21
The Holy Gospel according to St. John. Glory to you, O Lord.

In final words to his disciples on the night of his arrest, Jesus encourages obedience to his commandments and speaks
of the Spirit, who will be with them forever.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] ** “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. ** And | will ask
the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. '’ This is the Spirit of
truth, whom the world cannot receive because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him
because he abides with you, and he will be in you. **“I will not leave you orphaned; | am coming
to you. *In a little while the world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because | live, you
also will live. °On that day you will know that | am in my Father, and you in me, and | in
you. ! They who have my commandments and keep them are those who love me, and those who
love me will be loved by my Father, and | will love them and reveal myself to them.”

The gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
The congregation may be seated.

SERMON Pastor Bob Machamer



The congregation may stand.

HYMN OF THE DAY Come Down, O Love Divine
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1 Come down,O Love di - vine; seek thou this soul of mine
2 Oh, let it free - ly burn, till world-ly pas - sions turn
3 Let ho-ly char - i - ty mine out-ward ves - ture be,
4 And so the yearn - ing strong, with which the soul will long,
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shall far out-pass the pow’r of hu - man tell - ing;
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O Com-fort - er, draw  near; with - in my heart ap pear
and let thy glo - rious light shine ev - er on my sight,
true low - li - ness of heart, which takes the hum - bler part,
no soul can guess Love’s grace till it be-come the place
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and kin - dle it, thy ho - ly flame be - stow - ing.
and clothe me round, the while my path il - lum - ing.
and o’er its own short - com-ings weeps with loath - ing.
where - in  the Ho - ly Spir - it makes a dwell - ing.

Text: Bianco da Siena, d. 1434; tr. Richard E Littledale, 1833-1890
Music: DOWN AMPNEY, Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958
Music from The English Hymnal, outside the USA © Oxtord University Press 1906. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

THE APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
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born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER PETITION

Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying ELW 752
Sung through twice.
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Lord, lis-ten to your chil-dren pray-ing, Lord, send your Spir-it in this place;

Lord, lis-ten to your chil-dren pray -ing, send us love, send us pow’r, send us grace.

Text: Ken Medema, b. 1943
Music: CHILDREN PRAYING, Ken Medema
Text and music © 1973 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

The congregation may kneel.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

During this time of prayer, you are encouraged to meditate fully
on the prayers offered by the reader.
Prayer response:

Merciful God, receive our prayer.



The congregation may be seated.

OFFERING MUSIC
The congregation may stand.
OFFERING PRAYER

Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You have set a table before
us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst no more. Nourish us with the body
and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may follow us and bless the world you love. In the
name of Jesus, Amen.

COMMUNION MUSIC The Table Chris Tomlin
| will feast at the table of the Lord.
| will feast at the table of the Lord.

| won’t hunger anymore at His table.

Come all you weary, come and find
His yoke is easy, His burden light.
He is able; He will restore at the table of the Lord.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

On the night of his betrayal

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our sins, as we forgive
those who sin against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.



INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord.

The congregation may be seated.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT

All without exception, are welcome at the table of God’s grace and love. Please fill out a
communion card and hand to an usher or place in the box at back of sanctuary. Today we receive
the sacrament at the altar rail. Please come forward at the direction of the ushers. Gluten-free
wafers and grape juice are available at the center aisle. Return to your seats by the side aisle. If
you are unable to come forward for communion, please let an usher know and communion can be
brought to you.

The congregation may stand.

BLESSING
May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace, in the
name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are making all things new.
Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies, and to bring your healing to
the nations. In the name of Jesus, Amen.

BENEDICTION
God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead, and the
Spirit, our advocate and peace, bless you now and forever. Amen.



SENDING HYMN
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For All the Faithful Women (verses 1, 8, and last)
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Text: Herman G. Stuempfie Jr., 1923-2007

Music: KUORTANE, Finnish folk tune

Text © 1993 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

DISMISSAL

be - fore

us,

make

8 Recall the outcast woman
With whom our Lord conversed
Christ gave her living water

To quench her deepest thirst

Like hers our hearts are yearning

Christ offers us his word

Then may our lips be burning

To witness to our Lord

tasks your

and strive to do

wis-dom gave.
cry in  pain,
wit - ness still,

your will.

Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia! Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

POSTLUDE

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23029.
Hymns and service music reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709485.

save.
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GUESTS are always welcome to the Table!

MEMBERS (two types)
Voting & Non-voting

KEEPING MEMBERSHIP SIMPLE

1. The only way you can ever be removed from the membership roll at St. John's,
or any ELCA congregation:
®  You request a transfer
e  You ask to be removed
e  You depart this life

2. Voting members must make a record of having:
e  Filled out a communion card and received the Lord’s Supper ONE time per year
e  Contributed ONE time per year, making sure your name is included

ST. JOHN'S CHURCH PRESENTS

RINGGOLD BAND GONGERT

d
SATURDAY, JUNE 27 ST. JOHN'S SANCTUARY
7:00 PM FREE ADMISSION




THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S

SUNDAY, MAY 10 - Sixth Sunday of Easter (Mother’s Day)

9:30 AM Worship Celebration Sanctuary

9:30 AM Sunday School Parish House, 2" floor
10:45 AM Coffee & Conversation Lower Level
MONDAY, MAY 11

10:00 AM Yoga Class Room 205

5:00 PM Newsletter Submission

6:30 PM Toxic Charity Small Group Conference Room
6:30 PM Girl Scouts Fellowship Hall

6:30 PM Junior Optimist Club Lower Level

7:30 PM Optimist Club of Boyertown Lower Level
TUESDAY, MAY 12

6:30 PM The Chosen Small Group Conference Room
WEDNESDAY, MAY 13

6:30 PM Prayer Shawls The Well

THURSDAY, MAY 14 — Ascension of Our Lord

10:00 AM Chestnut Knoll Service Chestnut Knoll

10:00 AM Operation 143 Delivery Off-Site

8:00 PM Worship Broadcast Comcast Ch 98
FRIDAY, MAY 15

7:00 AM Men’s Small Group Bible Study Telephone Conference
10:00 AM Move & Groove Class Room 205
SATURDAY, MAY 16

4:30 PM Come to the Table Fellowship Hall/Parking Lot
SUNDAY, MAY 17 - Seventh Sunday of Easter

9:30 AM Worship Celebration Sanctuary

9:30 AM Sunday School Parish House, 2" floor
11:00 AM Loving Jesus Small Group Conference Room

6:30 PM Girl Scout Service Unit Leaders Lower Level




PURPOSE STATEMENT

We believe God’s purpose for the people of St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is to
develop joy-filled children of God who love the Lord and share God’s Word.

We do this by:

=  Maintaining a trusting and welcoming environment.

= Praying daily.
= Reading scripture regularly.

= Sharing our faith through action-based service.

= Encouraging holy conversations.
=  Feeding our faith with music.

With a focus on:

= Activities that build relationships.
=  Worship that is relevant.

=  Meeting the needs of the vulnerable in our community.

Pastor Bob Machamer

Bethany Calderwood, Director of Preschool Ministry
Kay Christman, Finance Team

Sue Grofe, Finance Team

Donnie Heimbach, Property

Bonnie Moatz, Finance Team

Shannon Omlor, Communications Coordinator
Linda Rohrbach, Treasurer

bmachamer@stjohnsboyertown.org
bcalderwood@stjohnsboyertown.org
financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org
financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org

financialsecretary@stjohnsboyertown.org
somlor@stjohnsboyertown.org
treasurer@stjohnsboyertown.org

Vo

45 N. Reading Avenue | Boyertown, PA 19512
610.369.1024 | fax 610.369.1463
stjohnsboyertown.org

W Office Hours | Monday-Thursday 8:30am - 3:30pm | Friday 8:30am - 12:00pm

OYERTOWN



